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bill could he ]iro\-ed to be a forycrv'. In tlic first bill (DecL'nibcr,

1.S69) is the following :

"Tliat ;i ]i<iiliii'i of tlic piiljlic lands be aiipropriated to the liviielit uf schools, the

IniiMiii^ of liii(|i;es, ro.iils ami public liiiililiii^'^."

In the second bill (February, 1X70) is the fi)llo\vin;4

:

"'I'liat while the Northwest remains ;i territory the sum of $25,000 a year be appro,

priateil for schools, roails, bridges. That all the properties, rii^hls an 1 privilej;es, as

hitherto enioved by us, be respected, and that the reco„'nition and man ii;cnient of

local cu-lonw, usa,;;es and piivileL;es !)„• under the contrjl of the hjcal IcLjidature."

In the thiril bill (March, 187c) is the following:

"That all pro|ierlies, rights and privileges enjoyed liy the people of thi> province,

lip to the date of our entering into the Confederation.be re^pected ; and that the

arrangement and conlirniation of all cuslom-i, usages and privileges be left exclusively

tj the local leijidature."

In the foiirtli bill (March, 1870), is the following :

" That all properties, rights and privileges enjoyed by us up to this day be re-

spected; and that the recognition, and settlement of cu^touii, usages and privileges be

left exclusively to the decision of the local legislature.

" That the schools be separate, and that the public money for schools be distributed

among the dilferent religious denominations in prop irtioii t < their re-.|)ective pojnda-

tion according to the system of the Province of Ouebee."

To any iinprejiuliced mind all these bills of rights imply the

continuation of schools upon the denominational system. The
fourth one no doubt is the only one which prescribes the particu-

lar kind of denominational system which the settlers desire (" the

sy.stem of the Province of Quebec '

) ; but the first two bills, asking

that land and money be appropriated for the support of schools,

clearly imply that the schools are to be denominational ; for no

one would have thought of demanding that if (^iib'.ic schorils were

established they were to be sustained by public grants. Hills two

and three also demand that all rights theretofore enjoyed should

be respected. Any one at all familiar with the great importance

attached by Canadians to their various views of educational mat-

ters, would not doubt that the rights which the settlers had en-

joyed witn reference to their schools were intended to be included

in this demand.

It is contended, on the one hand, that the Red River delegates,

who went to Ottawa to arrange terms of incorporation with Canada
took with them bill No. 3, and, on the other, that they took bill

No. 4. For the reason already given the solution of this question

seems to be quite immaterial, but if other reasons be reqin'red they

may easily be given : Whatever bill was taken it is clear that


