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siain by the swarming hordes of
the Moslems. But the castie of
San Angelo stili hield out. Don
Mendoza, one of Grand Master La
Vailette's most trusted lieutenant--,
imrlored hixîî on bis knees to re-
miember the preciousness of bis life
to the dearest interests of Chiristen-
dom. But iii vain. " Can I end miv
life more gloriotusly at the age of
seventy-one," exclaimed the gai-
lant old knight, "ditan in the coin-
pany of miy friends and brethren,
in thie service of (;od, and for the
defence of our holy faith ?"

The Turks continued to press
the siege. Day bv day the numn-
bers of the Christian garrison
diminishied. At iength the Turkcs
carried ail the outworlcs, and
levelled themi to the g-rotund, and,
flushied with victory, were prepar-
ing for the inivcstmient of San
Angelo, the citadel, whien the long-
expected relief made its appear-
ance.

A Proodly columun of great ships
stream-ed into the Bay of Meliehla
on September 7. No tinie -%vas lost
in landing the troops, wlio leaped
eagerly ashore. The commionest
soldier was filled w'ith as much en-
thusiasm as the noblest knight in
a cause which lie feit to bc tixat of
Christendom. But thev werc
aliowed no opportunity of meeting
the Moslemn in battie, for as soon
as the Turkish commander lcarned
of the arrivai of reinforcements, lie
abandoned the siege, and cm-
barked in s.uch haste that lie leit
aIl bis heavv gunls behlind hmii.

"We leave thc readler." savs MNr.
.Adamis, " to imagine the- won-
der and reverence withi wliich those
deliverers gathered among muinied
wvalls andi shattered ramparts. and
looked upon the w-orxî and liaggar(l
knights, and the Grand Master
hiniseif, with liair and heards
neglected, and iii foui and tattercd
apparel, ' like nmen whio for four
miontls hiad scarccly ever un -
drcsscd, and manv stifl N-caring the

bandages that covercd honon rabie
wouds. "Of the forty thousand

\loslexns who on the i8th of May
sat (lowni before the castie, not ten
thousand re-embarked ; îvhilst of
the eigbit or niine thousand de-
fenders, bareiy si'x hiundred werc
able to join in the Te Deuxîî of
thanks for the successfiul termina-
tiou of îvhat ivas one of the greatest
struggles in ancient or modern
timies.

The ancient infirmiary of the
Knighits Hospitaliers, as an 01(1
%vrxter tells us, Nvas lu former days
" the very glory of Malta." Every
patient ]had twvo beds for change,
and a closet w'ith lock and kev to
himself. N_'o more than two peo-
pie were p)ut ln one wîard, and
thiese were waited upon by' the
.serving brothiers," their food be-

inug broughlt to them on silver
dishes, and everything- else ordcred
with corresponding magnificence.

NKowadays, thoughi scarcely so
-umiptuonus, the hospitai is stili a
noble institution, one of the rooms,
four hundred and eighitv feet in
length, being accounted thýe longest
in Europe. The rock-hewn (]un-
gecons iii which the knights kept
their two thousand galley-slaves. mn
miost cases Turks and Mioors; wîvh
liad failen lin the -%vay of their w'ar-
ships, stili exist in the rear of the
(iockyard terrace. Snch remnind-
ers of a cruel age and a stern
Order are depressing to the wan-
derer iii search of the picturesque.

The island Nvas stillin the biauds
ol the Kniits Hospitaliers -when,
il, 1798, tic fleet îvbich conveved
Napolcon and his armiv to the coni-
(f îest of Eg.ý,vpt, dropped auchor in
the bay, and iauded several regi-
mients to takc possession of it in
thi nie of the French «Republic.
.\o resistauce %vas offered. for the
degenerate successors of La Val-
lette and his knighits hiad secretly
diisposeci of their righits for a hecavv
biribe.

But the Goverument of Great


