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aspect. Dr. Andrew Thomson, of Edin
burgh, began his dirsertation on the Sab-
bath with something like an admission that
the changes in matters pertaining te the
-Banctity of the Sabbath had, on the whole,
been slowly te the worse in Scotland. A
large amount of the blaîme for this retro-
gression, hie attributed to the Railway sys.
tem which had spread itEelf over the civil-
ized world during the last forty years-the
more to be deplored, because of the many
mnaterial blessings it had conferred on the
nations. It would etartie many, hie said, te
be àLformed that between eighty and a hun-
dred thousand men -.vere required in the
United Kingdom to turn eut for work on
that day reppecting which it had been corn-
manded, "14Thou shait do no work."

Dr. Sloane, of Allegh.any, read a paper
on ciIntemperance in the United States.-"
The pictuze he drew was painted in veiy
dark colours. He estimated the number of
habituai drunikards in the United States at
500,000, ten per cent. of whom, he believed,
annually went down to, the drunkard'a
grave, and the drunkard's doom. The
Preshyterian Chui ches, however, were do-
ing their b st to combat the evil, and hie
feit safe in saying, that nine tenths of the
ininisters were total abstainers. Dr. Lang,
of the Barony, GlaRgow, etated that the one
thing which stood in the way or ail their
work: ini Scotland, was that dreadfui thing
-drunkenneiss. The drinking bill of the
United Kingdom, last year, was repre sented
by £148,000,000 Sterling! J.ntemperance
was superseding the Gopapel. The public-
house was beating the Churches: the pub.
lican wus beating the ministers. The Pre-
aident, Rev. J. H. Camnpbell, Geelong, said
the Council would be glad to, hear that ini
Victoria a measure had been passed that no
new licenses would be granted during the
next three years, and that at the end of that
time there would corne into operation a me-
dified Permissive Bill.

Saturday was a diea n<cn,'so far as the
Council was concerned; but it was not an
idie day. ln the niorning, a Christian Con.
ference was held in the Free Assembly

Hall, which was filied by an audience of
whomn a large propo'rtion were ladies. Dr.
Donald Fraser, of London, presided. Prini-
cipal Caven, Toronto, in the courge of hie
resnarks said, that he would be extxemely
disappoiDted if the Council, though it did
not propese to itself any imrnediate stepe
in the way cf union, did not give a great
and true impulse te the cause of Christian
Union amoDgst ail Preshyterian Churches.
And se say we ail. Atnocu, the Sacrament
of the Lord's Supper was dippensed in Dr.
Moody Stuart's Church, Free St. Luke's.
The occasion was one cf deep solemnity.
The afternoon was given up to, excursion
parties. Sabbath was a field-day in the
City Churches. The pulpite were ail cci-
pied by Delegates te the Council. In tihe
evening, a number of Evangelistic meet-
ings were held. Sabbath schools aise came
in for a share cf attention. The feeling,
bowever, eened to, be that the Sabbath
seool in Scotland, as coompar'ýd with the
United States and Canada, occupies a auh-
ordinate position. It is largely restricted
to the poorer classeta. Perbaps on this very
occount its appiances; are defective, and
its general efficiency somewhat under the
mark. A petition signed by fifteen Super-
intendentis, representing nEarly aIl the deno-
minations in the city, was presented to the
Counici] praying that iL would give its im-
primatur te the International Series of
Lessons by appointiag delegates te the
General Commnittee that wiil meet for the
purpose cf preparing the next course of
Lessons. But, as I did not hear any more
cf it, I suspect it was among the things to
be kept in retentis. I beard au excellent
discourse by Dr. Ni choils, cf St. Louis,
Mo., in Free Righ Church in the maorning,
and in the afiernoon listened te Dr. John
Hall, cf New York in the Free S t. George's.
This is, I suppose, the largest and mest
infinentisi Free Church in Edinburgh, if
net in Scotland. About two thoesand per-
sens were present. The congregatienal
singing was very fine. There was ne in-
strumentai1 music: and certainiy there was
ne need cf any. I was toid that nene cf
the Free Charcheis in Sootland use organe.
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