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burning bed on to a light but svfliciently
strong truck, and pushed qrickly towerd the
rolling mills.  An ingot or “bloom” of the
great weight specified is not easy to move,
ard it is amusing to sce the skil! with which
it is dealt. Wheeled at a white heat up to
the *‘rolls,” the mass is at first, as it were,
reluctantly sceepted, and passes into their
jaws with some difficulty. Then it becomes
by degrees flatter aud flatter, until it scems
that it may become a plate. Buckward and
forward, spurting oat flames as the jaws of the
rolling-mill close upon it, the great mass of
incandeseent steel is Lneaded as though it
weve dough, and flattened out to the required
size. As the fiery sheet pours out of the rolls,
boys rua beside it with brooms soaked in water
to wash off the oxidized skin of the metal,
aud thus leave a clean surface.  While this is
going on at one se! of rolls, otaers are turning
out plaws and girders, angles and cods, and
the iron floor ou which we staud becomes so
hot that we are glad to move inte a pool of
wate: to cool our burning soles. One by one
the great plates are rolled and out on the
floor. In the courze of rolling they have be-
come stretched a little at the sides, so that
they have the ook, as they lie red-hot on the
ground, of the skins of mighty beasts recently
torn from them aud flung down by the bunt-
ers.  Scarlet and crimson in every shede,
they are cut by a machne, which makes
nothing of their weight and thickness, into
the exact parallelograms required for the Fortu
bridge and for ship-bm'ding pu.pozes, after
which they are stacked in heaps veady for
delivery.

*

The Antbracite Coal Pool.

Eversince the Reading Railway Company
made kaown the fact that it would uot in the
future subunt to the periodical suspensions of
coal-mining, a discussion has been going on
among the codl companies as to the feasibility
of some other plan to maiutain harmony ameng
tle companies and preventa ruinovs competi-
tion for husiness. This discussion culminated
on December 19th, in a mecting of the various
intereste, at the office of the Lehigh Valley
Railway Company. There wax a lamige repre.
sentation present of thoxe coanccted with the
production, preparation, transpor.ation, ang
sale of anthiacite coal. Samucl S.oan, presi.
dent of the Delawure, Lackawanna, and West.
crn Railway Company, presided, and Joseph 1,
Harris, presidcat of the Lehigh Coal and Navi-
ga'ion Compary, acted as <ecretary. The mect
ing resulted in an agreement to allot the total
anthracite produstion among the different
companies, cach company having the right to
mineand ship its quota of the tatal output at
its own time. The action of the meeting wag
entbodied ina scries of resolutions, that as
much anthracite coal as may he produced or
veguired  during  the coming year should be
fuinished by the respective companies in pro-
pee yearly or monthly quotas; that a comumit-
tee of three he appointed by the chairman ‘o
present a sketeh of such proper quotas; thay
cach interest be requested to p.eneat to said
committee a statement of the proportion of

the business done hy it, and that it expects
to do during the ensuing year. Messrs, Hoyt
of the Penusylvania Coal Company, Hasris of
the Lehigh Coal and Navigation Company,
and Gowen of the Phlladelphia and Reading
Raileoad Company were appointed as the com-
mittee. The representative of the Pennsyl-
vania Railroad Company stated that his com-
pany agreed to the resolutions with the
express understaading that there should be
no morzl or legal obligation on them arising
from such assent; brt the Pennsylvenia Rail
road Compavy is not a very impostant mem-
berof the pool, as 1t mines and ships a com-
pavatively small amount of coal.—Chicugo
Journal of Commerce.

Commercial Travelﬁam‘ Anpual Dioner,

The annual dinner of the Worth-west Com-
mercial Travellers’ Association took place st
the Grand Union last Friday evening. Abovt
seventy-five members of the association aad
their triends were present.  The dining-room
was very nicely decorated with the vavious
national flags, and presented a pleasing pictuve.
A string band was in attendance, and enlivened
the affair with ils sweet strains. The spread
was an excellent one, a characteristic of the
hotel.  Mr. Tlomas Johuson, the new presi-
dent of the assuerndon, cccupied the chair,
zad Messs. J. J. Fauning and Fred. Chileott
the vice-chairs, Among the guests present
were noticed Hon. C. P. Brown, Mayor-elect
Hamilton, Kenneth McKenzie, Jos. Mulhol-
land, R. J. Whitla, J. H. Ashdown, W. N.
Ronald, J. O'Loughlin, T. G. Lawlor, E.
Johusos, A. C. Mathews, A. C. Woods, R.
B. Harstone, J. W. Peddic, Capt. Clarke,
A. B. Coblentz, D. K. Elliott, James E. Steen,
D. L. Mackenzie, E. W, Larmovur, George
Pereival, J. F. Macfoarlin, J. Has*ings, J
Douglas, W. Fish, . T. Polemy, T. B.
Miller, W. J. Ovens, C. Newton, R. E.
Thompson, J. Carcy, F. Boyscan (Braudon),
L. G. Pomntz, W. Cummings, W. Sherman,
Jas. Burridge, Dr. R. B. Fergusow, J. C.
McNabb, G. H. Smith.

Dinner being over, the chairman proposed
the usual loyal toasts, which were received
with en.husiasm, the band playing the Nu-
tional Anthem and “God bless the I'vince of
Wales.”

The next toast proposed was “The United
Service—Army, Navy, and Vo'unteers.” The
hand played “Ihitish Grenadiers,” and M,
Ptole.ny sang ““Rule, Britannin® and Chicf
Murray “Hearts of Oak.” The toast was
coupled with the nawes of Mr. Steen and
Capt. Clacke, who durmg their remarks re-
ferced very fechingly to the Canadian voyag
curs in Egypt. Capt. Whitlh was loudly
called for, and made a few remaike,

Mr. Ptolemy here favored the comprny with
“The Death of Nelsou;™ after which the toust
of *“The Senate, the House of Commons, and
the Local Legislature” was bonored. Hon.
Mr. Brown responded to the toast. He spoke
of the comnicrcial interests of the country, and
assured those present that Hon Mz, Norquay,
now in Ottawa, would fight the battles of the
province to the ond ia endeavoring o sccure

the rights to whick they were entitled, He
thought that if the legislature would (e
a scheme to reduce the taxation of the 1119 e
they would be doing « good act.  He i edited
a better mercantile refationship Letw. iy (4
ada and her neignbors across the liue, aii oy
tended that it wonld be more in oar fa 1, thig
it would be to the United States.

After a song by Mr. J. C. McNabb, th,e e
chairman, Mr. J. J. Fauning, proposed y B
health of *“The Mayor and Cound'! ° Te B
toast was received with cheers and ). singey M
of *They are Jolly Good Fellows

Befe I8
Mayor Hamilton responded to the tiit, (1 B
Murray seng *“The Sweet, Sunny >outh o R
good style. The mayor-elect was :ciene I
with cheers.  He said he was but two daysy B8

cantile men assist in placing him and hisy »
leagues in such honorable positions He y
sured them that the new council would du A3
with questions that they would meet ag v BE
as their ability wonld permit. He prophessd
a bright commercial fetare for our country, nj
said that its success depended principally gy
the efforts of the mercantile fratomry B BN
concluded an able speech by retuimuy that; B
for the hearty manner in which the toast i B2
been received,

The vice-chairman next proposed the buy §
of the late president of the asso ation, Y
Jus, Mulholland, which was druuk arid g
enthusiasm.  Mr. W. R. Langndge the
stepped forward and read the fulowiagg
dress, which was accompanied by a cold has
cane and 2 | andsome inkstand-

To Joseph Mulholand, Esq.

Dear Sir,~QOu the occasion of our retiny
from the presidency of the Northwest (o
mereial Travellers' Association, after lary
occupied that position for twe years, we i
members of this association, desire to eypa)
our appreciation of the mauner i whivh
have at all times discharged the duuesdf o
office. We feel that our association has bef
greatly benefited by your exestions, apd
cannot allow this opportunity to passwi
in some small measure testifying to the e
which you are held by us, and we begy
accepl the accompanying tokens to reminds
of the pleasan’ relations we have sutis
together. We wish you every prosperty
happiness.

T. Joussox, Presiudent.
W. R. LaxGRrIb.E, Secretsy.
On bobalf of the ascid

Mr. Mulholland, o rising o respocd ™
received with great cheaing  He vy
always look back with pride to the fact
he was the first president of the Com
Travellers’ Association. J'e felt that e
fluence of the association .rould alwaysi.t
in the province, and assured the aswc:
that the presentaiion had tonched a0
chotd in his heart. The young mesd
association, he said, nad a bright futore i
them, the field hero being much greate®
the custern provinces. If th.y aypired ¥
the merchants of the country, hews
they would aucceed. He closed bis



