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were at one time hariffless. have been mnade crimes by statute.

Max'y things which a century ago were looked upon as deeds of

Fvi1 are noy treated as ordinary ace in the lives of respectable

citizeits and, conversely, the picasures of the past are in some

cases trcated as sins iu the present. generation. It is impossible

to fix a uniformi, continuing standard for maiiy of our motives

an.d actions. It is equa]ly diffleuit to determine the exact limite

of moral eonduct. Even in important questioa.4 relating to re-

ligion. verý, leartied and plous divines have heezi known to

differ. Let us, therefore. Pliminate the religious aspect entirely,

and this miay he done on mufficient grounds. because granting of

divorces i-s anl establisheil practicp. Whatever our individual

views may be, divarces u1ider a recognized practice, and euh-

ject. to %ipll-deflinedl principles, are granted, and ar2 legal and

effective. \o mnuet ilecept this state of affaire as beyond our

control. The only enquiry open to us, therefore, is that relating

to the niethods; of obtaining a divorce, and the grounds upon

which it should he giveli. In order to understand the isituation

more clearly, 1 propose to deal briefly with one or two matters

which lie at the threphold, and to exitinine the fouindation on

which the fabrie o! inarriage rests.

It is generally considered tliat the marriage ceremiony is a

contract, but in addition to this, a large proportion of the body

politie treat it as sacramental in its charaetsr, and hold that the

marriage tie should not be interfered with under any circum-

stances. As I have stated, it is interfered with by virtue of

legai authority, and a discussion on any other biais is to ai great

exteint purely academie. We muet take conditions as we find

themn. Indeed, the subjeet itslf which I have heen asked to dis-
euss implies the continued existence of a right to obtain a

divorce, and thereby to sever the marriage rclationship.

Omitt.ig, therefore, the proposition that marriage is more
than a i*re contract, and conflning ourselves to the con-

tention that it is Partly lu the natuire of a contract,
voluntarily entered into betweeil a man an.d a woinan and

muade legal by a cornpliance with existing law, the ques-

tion forcibly presents itself to one'm, mid iii this way: Why
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