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" The Blackhole of Calcutta was a mercy compared to

the holds of these vessels. Yet simultaneously, as if in

reproof of those on whom the blame of all this wretched-

ness must fall, foreigners, Germans from Hamburg and

Bremen are daily arriving, all healthy, robust, and cheerful.

" This vast unmanageable tfde of population thus

thrown upon Montreal, like the fugitives from some bloody

defeat, or devastated country, has been greatly augmented

by the prudent, and, we must add, most necessary precau-

tions adopted in time by the United States, where most

stringent sanitary regulations, enforced by severe penalties,

have been adopted to save the ports of the Union from

those very horrors which a paternal government has

suffered to fall upon Montreal. Many of these pest ships

have been obliged to alter their destination, even while at

sea, for the St. Lawrence.

" At Montreal a large proportion of these outcasts have

lingered from sheer inability to proceed. The inhabitants

of course have been infected.

" A still more horrible sequel is to come. The survivors

have to wander forth and find homes. Who can say how
many will perish on the way, or the masses of houseless,

famished, and half-naked wretches that will be strewed on

the inhospitable snow when a Canadian winter sets in ?

" Of these awful occurrences some account must be

given. Historians and politicians will some day sift and
weigh the conflicting narrations and documents of this

lamentable year, and pronounce with or without affecta-

tion, how much is dne to the inclemency of heaven, and
how much to the cruelty, heartlessness or improvidence of

man. The boasted institutions and spirit of the empire

are on trial. They are weighed in the balance.
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