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16 JAMBS'S VOYAGE.

^nd were only to be broken by force ; nor could
they be kept in a fluid Hate at the diftance 0/ a

yard from the fire.

About the commencement of the year, the

fnow fell fo thick, that it reached near the height

of the roof of the houfe. The men were, there-

fore, obliged to cut a paflage through it ; and to

keep that paflage clear, by daily llioveliing away
the freih fallen fnow. When this confolidated,

it afforded what was denominated the captain's

gallery and fick men's walk, the furface of it

being a yard, at leall, above the level of the

ground.

The cold now became intolerably fharp. The
atmofphere being full of vapours, made the fun

and moon appear of an oblong figure, when near

the horizon. On the 31 ft of January, the %
was fo clear, that Captain James could perceive,

or Imagined he perceived, two-thirds more ftars

than ever he had feen before j but the moon ril-

ing before midnight, three parts of them weiJ

loll in her luftre.

The Tea freezes over every night, two or three

inches thick. The half flood generally breaks

this congelation, and drives the flakes over eacli

other, which immediately coalefce ', and by thi

means, the ice, in a few hours, becomes live or
|

fix feet thick ; and the number of flakes aiiii

fields of ice are increafed to that degree, that ik

fea is entirely filled with them, and the watei

cools more and more every day, till at laft it be

comes almoft infupportable. As a proof of this,

when Captain James's people waded in the fe

during the month of December, and the watei

froze on their legs, they did not feel it {o fciiii

}>ly as in the month of June,
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