
The Preface.

prefenty wbilft they are weak^ and in the

Infancy and Confufion of their Settle-

ments in Louifiana, we have a much bet*

ter Chance^ and are in far happier Circum"

fiances, to put In our Claim to^ and dif-

pute the Right and Poffeffion ofthat and

the other Land^ above mention d with them

j

than we JhaUbefome Tears hence, when

they have augmented the Number of their

Inhabitants, debauched the Natives to

their Party, and further^ firengthend

themfelves^ by ficurtng^ with Forts and

Garrifons, the Paffes of the Rivers,

Lakes and Mountains, even tho they

Jhwld not have obtained any Advantage

over the Spaniards, or inrich*d themfelves

with the Wealth ^Mexico.

/ muft acknowledge^ that in Cafe the

Btitiiti Nation^ Jhould be fo far infatua->

ted^ as not to affert their Right to thufo

mbU, and to themfo ufeful and neceffary

a Colony, and endeavour to regain the

Poffeffion thereof^ or fecure, at leaft^ fo

much of ity as lies on the Back of our Plan-

tations, asfar Weftward as the Mefcha-

cebe, it vnU be much tridre eligible and
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