
45

in Ontario but in the County of Quebec, juet as strongly— I mlmit

not so ably—as Mr. McCarthy, against any altem))t to torco

unconstitutional methods either upon Parliament or upon the

Government, and condemned Mr. Laurier with his "musket"
platform, as much as I did Mr. Mercier with his race and revenge

pronunciamento. I sat in the House of Commons with Mr.

McCarthy in 1885 and 1886 and, strange to say, cannot recall one

sentence uttered by him to show that he, durin<j that tnjimj period,

entertained sentiments either defensive of his leader, Sir John McDon-
ald, or condemnatory of French-Canadian Domination. My letter

to Mr. McCarthy was not written with the design of injuring or

placing him in a false position. Surely I had a right to enter a

protest against his ettbrt to mislead the people of Canada !

THE COUNTRY FIRST.

The country's interests were first to be considered, and I said

so, pointing out that in 1887, " while our French-Canadian com-

patriots were striving to allay the passionate outbursts of nation-

al feeling," Mr. McCarthy had publicly asserted that " the

French-Canadians were a menace to the Confederacy." What
reply did the member for North Simcoo vouchsafe ? This :

" It was all quite right so long as I fought the battles of my
country, as I did faithfully until 1887 ; but when, in accordance

gentlemen with the wishes of my then leader, Sir John Macdonald, I

announced in the county of Haldimand that French-Canadian

domination should no longer rule this country ^ * * >fi when 1

announced, in my humble judgment, the French-Canadian was a

spoilt child, I was not willing to take these words back at the

bidding of these French-Canadians, honestly believing them to

be right."

Mr. McCarthy is again mistaken. He did not make the

speech he referred to in Haldimand in 1887 ; he made it in

Hagersville, in that county, on the 26th of August, 1886, in

reply to Mr. Edgar, and in support of Mr. Merritt, the Con-

servative candidate. He then said, (I (^uole from the Mail) :
—

'• I ask this English-speaking constiuoncy in Ontario to say,

whether we will allow the Frenchmen to ride rough-shod over

the rest of the people of the Dominion. -^ -i^ * You do not


