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It follows, therefore, that if on a comparison of the

two systems we find i^ood reason to consider that the

British system, which is at present our own, is far

preferable to that of our neij^hbours, a valuable

weapon foi- Canadian use is added to the armoury

of the Federation league.

Fortunately there are many and famous writers

to aid us in forming an opinion ; an<i let me say at

once that I do not aspire this evening to earn any

reputation for originality. My aim is to lay before

you some of the things which political thinkers of

established reputation have to say about the two

systems which we propose to contrast ;
and I warn

you therefore that this paper will be as full of

quotations as the illiterate theatre-goer found

Shakespeare's play of Hamlet.

Foremost among recent writers on the subject

stands, of course, Mr Bryce, and I shall have so

often to call liim to my support in criticising the

American system, that I feel almost l)Ound to ob-

serve that an American advocate nnght very often

cite with considerable effect one passage in Mr.

Bryce's American Commonwealth to confute another.

The fact is that, though Mr. Bryce finds fault with

the institutions of the Americans in detail, he often


