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Mr. Hart: Mr. Speaker, I thank the hon. member. I do not
believe we are trying to mirror the image of the Bloc whatsoev-
er. We are suggesting that there has to be more accountability,
more improving upon the system that we already have in place,
making it better.

I am not suggesting at all and I do not think any members of
the Reform Party are at all suggesting that we should create
another department. As a matter of fact, we would be totally
opposed to such an argument. I do feel that the illustration that I
presented in this House this afternoon is an example that, yes,
while our committees can suggest special investigations and
special audits and do this, the length of time is totally unsatis-
factory to me, many other members of this House, and to the
Canadian people.

If their money is being spent and if there is an indication that
there could be something wrong, the Canadian taxpayer has the
right to know, as does this House, as soon as possible. Four years
is unacceptable.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Kilger): In the final 60 seconds
remaining before we adjourn I will recognize the member for St.

Albert, being the mover of this motion on behalf of his party, if
he would like to make one final comment in this last minute
before we adjourn.

Mr. John Williams (St. Albert): Mr. Speaker, you caught me
unaware but certainly I have enjoyed the tone of this House
today. We have been constructive in our debates. We have
recognized that the Auditor General has a real role to play as our
servant to ensure that the taxpayers’ money is spent wisely-and
well.

As I mentioned earlier this morning, this is only the third time
since the position of Auditor General was created in 1878, I
think it was, that we have debated his report in this House. I gave
notice that we will be back debating this again and I would hope
that we can enter into some kind of arrangement with the
government to ensure that this becomes an annual debate.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Kilger): It being 4 p.m. it is my
duty to inform the House that pursuant to Standing Order 81(17)
proceedings on the motion have expired.

This House stands adjourned until Monday next at 11 a.m.,
pursuant to Standing Order 24(1).

(The House adjourned at 4 p.m.)




