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Customs Tariff

imports, but as Canadians we are concerned that we do flot
have the advantage of benefiting from Canadian production.
We arc alrnost totally dependent on American produce, a
problem which we think should be overcome. If the hon.
member is correct that it has been overcome, the legisiation
should specify how the trigger mcchanism works. That is
really what 1 arn talking about.

The information that has been provided us during the
debate is that the mcchanism is triggered by the horticultural
society. They have been partly successful in representing ail
the segments of horticulture, but there have been many com-
plaints that they had flot acted fast enough, though not nearly
as many complaints as there have been that the tariff board
which should be seized with the problem reaches a decision
only after a certain period of time. The difficulty which the
hon. member has indicated existed in the past will continue to
exist under this mechanism, as 1 understand it.

M4y question is whether any consideration has been given to
lengthening the pcriod, say, for asparagus, from 12 wceks to,
let us say, a maximum of 15 or 20 weeks between such and
such dates. If we do not want to apply it for that long a period.
we should stili find a way of protecting our industry in the
peak pcriod. We will face difficulties because, no matter how it
works, once the wholcsalcr starts buying tomatocs from Cali-
fornia, for example, he would flot think it was to his Avantage
to stop buying tomatocs from California for two or three wecks
so he can boy them in Canada. So thc wholesaler will get year
round tomatoes front Mexico or California sirnply becduse it is
casier than fitting in Canadian production. That is the only
justification for applying the tariff, bccause 1 arn sure the
wholesaler does not care one way or the other. It is a little like
the egg business. Wc had one person handling eggs in the
Ottawa area, certainly by far the largest firm, by the name of
Macartney, and this firm had neyer owned a hen. They bought
ail their eggs from the United States and delivered potatocs
back to them. They did not intend to change the situation one
way or another. I assume that is truc with others as well.
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I-as the Tarilf Board considcrcd finding a better manner in
which to triggcr the mcchanism, better than the one we have
used in the past? If it has been changed from what it was in
the last several years, pcrhaps we can give it a try. But if it has
not been changed, has any consideration been given to letling
the Departmcnt of Agriculture, for instance, triggcr it rather
than the tariff board, in order to work out the mechanisms?
Normally it goes through both of them now, and perhaps
another agency as well.

It has not worked out to our advantagc because our fruit
and vegetable industry is not in the incline, it is in the decline.
The reason for passing these duties is to give protection to
Canadian producers. If they are not increasing production,
obviously the tariff structure should be changcd. I arn in
favour of doing that to protcct themn. In a few years we wilI

find that it is impossible to build an industry which has
[Mr. Peters 1

disappcared, but perhaps it would be possible now to kcep alive
an industry which wc have at the prescrnt time.

1 should like to refer to the example of strawbcrries. When
one secs hundreds of acres of strawberrics being plowed down
simply beause thcy are not profitablc, then one should think of
the reasons for that. One reason must be the ability of
Americans to ship in strawbcrrics during the season when
Canadians are producing them. Perhaps I arn wrong. We will
find out next spring when there will bc trouble with a number
of industries.

Mr. Froese: Mr. Chairman, 1 should like to make a state-
ment on strawberrics. I take it that this could happen next
spring, as the hon. membcr indicated, but I do not know.
Pcrsonally I grow approximately ten acres of strawberrics. We
have had problems, but wc hopc that this measure wiII help to
alleviate thcm. The problem with strawberries is not only the
fact that they can be brought in at a competitive price. It is
also the fact that a lever is bcing held over the heads of buyers
in Canada so that continually thcy buy strawberries from
Americans throughout the season. The thrcat is prescrit that if
they should eut off their purchases whcn strawberries are in
scason in Canada, thcy will not receive a supply afterwards.
Some of the problems have nothing to do with price. There
have been competitive prices, yet the problem cxists because of
that. Wc hope the surtax will help make the commodity a little
more acceptable to Canadian buycrs.

Mr. Peters: If one looks at the sehedule, one will find that
there is not much duty on strawbcrrics anyway. Under
schedulc I it is 1-3/5 cents for gencral tariff and thc most
favoured nation, but not less than 10 per cent. The sehedule
rcads in part as follows:

The free rate shahl apply during the months of September, October, Novemn
ber, December. January. February and March.

During the remnaining months in any 12-month period ending 31st March, the

specifie duty or ad valoremn duty, as the case may be, shai flot be maintained in
force in excess of cight weeks, and the free rate shall apply whenever the specific
duty or ad valoremt duty is flot in effeet.

Dcaling with strawberrics for processing, the sehedule rcads:
.. shal flot be maintained in force in excess of six weeks, and the 10 per cent

duty shail apphy whcnever the specifie duty is flot in effect.

Again the duty for processing is 1-3/5 cents or 10 per cent
for both the most favourcd nation or the general tariff.

Whcn we arc losing an industry, thîs 10 per cent seems to be
a vcry small amount to apply. In the one case it only applies
for eight wecks on fresh strawberries, and on strawbcrrics for
proccssing it applies for only six wecks. The hon. member
rcprescnting that area is a producer. If he is satisficd with that
small amount of protection and is convinced that it will keep
him producing strawberries ncxt year, I guess I arn satisficd.

Clause agreed to.

Clauses 3 to 5 inclusive agreed to.

On clause 6-Applicable rates

Mr. Peters: Mr. Chairman, clause 6(2) deals with increas-
ing rates by order of the governor in counicil. Would the
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