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Mr. Baldwin: The minister’s speech was terrible.

Mr. Alexander: It was a disastrous speech. There were
people in the press gallery waiting in great anticipation
to hear something, but all he did for 15 minutes was
berate the loyal opposition. He also berated the New
Democratic Party. I have discovered that this government
is good at rhetoric but is no good at actions or deeds. I
stand here and say confidently that in my opinion the
Canadian people have no faith in this government. In the
Hamilton district alone, which has a population of
approximately 200,000, almost 19,000 people were unem-
ployed on December 30. What the government must do is
create a climate which encourages human endeavour and
initiative and does not discourage them.

Some hon. Members: Hear, hear!

Mr. Alexander: We must create a climate of hope as
opposed to one of despair and frustration. We must
create a climate for economic growth in which the talents
and expertise of the Canadian people can bring about the
betterment of Canada.

What are the facts, Mr. Speaker? The Economic Coun-
cil in its recent annual review gave what I would call a
backhanded, scathing and sarcastic condemnation of this
government. It said that Canada probably has the highest
rate of unemployment of the more industrially advanced
nations. Do you know what this means, Mr. Speaker? It
means the loss of our valuable human resources, the loss
of productivity and the loss of taxes. And what did the
Minister of Finance say?

Mr. Deputy Speaker: Order, please. It being 9.45
o’clock p.m., it is my duty, pursuant to Standing Order
60(7) to interrupt these proceedings and put forthwith the
question on any amendment before the House. All those
in favour of the amendment will please say yea.

Some hon. Members: Yea.

Mr. Deputy Speaker: All those opposed will please say
nay.

Some hon. Members: Nay.
Mr. Deputy Speaker: In my opinion the yeas have it.
And more than five members having risen:

Mr. Deputy Speaker: Call in the members.

The House divided on the amendment (Mr. Lambert,
Edmonton West) which was negatived on the following
division:
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MacInnis (Cape
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Tétrault
Thomas (Moncton)
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Guay (Lévis)

Guilbault

Haidasz

Hogarth

Hopkins

Jamieson

Jerome

Kaplan

Laflamme
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