
Mr. Flemming <Vioria-Carnelon>: Has the
han. member brought this ta the attention
ai the present Minister ai Trade and
Conmmerce?

Mr. Rogan: I think I arn daing it Most
effectively at the moment.

Mr. MacInnis: Make sure he reads it.
Mn. IRogan: I amn very gratified that the

Atlantic developmnt board was established
by the previaus gavernnient. I amn mare
gratified that the present government has
given it iunds ta carry out its work. That
these types ai equalizatian assistance will be
given by the ioderai gaverment ta areas
that noed assistance, is a basic part ai aur
confedoration.

Thoro are in Canada today thase who say
that the shape of confederation must change,
that the Provinces mnust gain mare autanorny,
that Canada mnust become a group ai laosely
federated states, with each province retain-
ing most ai its own taxing power and the
field ai operations af the federal gavernnent
severely restricted. I want ta say I arn dis-
tressed at this conceptian ai confederation.
There are rnany in Nova Scotia who say
that we cauld not and wauld nat stay i that
type ai confederation.

The proper and original concept ai con-
fedoratian envisaged a united nation in
which the autlying provinces would recelve
some forrn ai equalizatian assistance in re-
turn for being subi ected ta the tariffs which
pratected the industries ai the central prov-
inces.

It has always been the case that we cauld
buy ahnost any carnrndity iram the United
States or irom abroad rather than irorn
Queboc and Ontario, were it nat for the pro-
tective tariffs. Sorne consideratian rnust be
given in return for making us a captive
market. This Atlantic developmeat board is
such a consideration; but these acts ai assist-
ance Or equalization could not be granted by
a federal government which had given away
Most ai its taxing pawers ta the provinces.

Sa, I say again that in any reiormn ai con-
federation the federal governrnent must be
left la a position that wili enable it ta carry
out its historical and constitutianal responsi-
bilities; otherwise, through retragression we
rnay move ta the status ai a group ai divided,
Balkan type states.

We have a great need ta develop a new
type af biculturalisrn in Canada. We rnust
rectify the cultural and commercial inequl-
Lies that exist between the French and
Eaglish spoaking races, but we must flot
allow this ta be used as an excuse far the
3hifting ai power frarn the federal govern-
ment ta provincial gavernments. The federal
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government mnust be left the necessary paw-
ers and taxing autharity ta carry out its
proper raie.

I suppase there are a number af different
apinians an the raie that the Atlantic develop-
ment baard shauld carry out, and 1 should
like to give rny cancept af the 'baard's func-
tian. I submit that the board shauld praceed
wîth the expenditure af the allocated funds
anly after tharough research. Tao aiten ini the
past attenipts ta prap up the ecanarny af the
maritime regian have failed, with ad hoc
expenditures resulting ini na permanent in-
pravernent. We wonder taday if this latest
effort ta alleviate aur economic problems will
succeed where athers have failed. Ta this
end I urge that the board undertake na
capital expenditure until research has clearly
shown that the expenditure will Ini turn pra-
duce lasting iznpravement ta the ecanamy,
commensurate with the arnaunt af the
expendjture.

The hon. member for Cumberland (Mr.
Coates) who is flot i his seat at the marnent
strongly advacates the building af the Chig-
necta canal. 1 ar n ot sure this is ecanomi-
eaily logical. At least one member af the
present baard has indicated he la i favaur
af il but, using this as an example, ail I asic
is that the board thoroughly determine
whether such a praject, after campletian,
would have any marked effeet upon aur
economy, and whether any fraprovement It
did spawn wauld bear a reasanable relation-.hip ta the amaunt ai the expenditure. If flot,
then the canal should be rejected in favaur af
some other praject capable ai mare sig-
nificant, lasting effect.

I submit that the board shauld nat; rush
into a rash of quick expenditures for
political reasons, because af an electian
coming an ln three years time, ar anYthing ai
that nature. Let us have the initial emphasis
on research. I ar n ot at ail sure that the
board shauld do the research itself. Ini many
instances I think it should be done by outslde
consultants. Then I arn sure that when the
board caa present well docuniented results ta
Ottawa and show it has saund proposals, its
thinking can be marketed here in Ottawa.
That is the most important raie the board
can carry out, and if it shaws goad justifica-
tion for the expenditure ai $400 million
rather than $100 million, I arn sure the
gavernment will be ready ta spend that
amaunt.

The il members wha make up the board
have the function ai rlding herd an the opera-
tion, but obviausly because ai the part trne
nature ai their services the research, as I
have said, shauld be done by autside groups.

The board has aready indlcated that It
would study the effect ai winter navigation
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