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Kingîlom, or fer that matter in Canada, has
held lUs crown. It is te that principle that
evrry rcigning severeiga fromn 1689 to this
presenit day bas given his plighted oath, and
on the strength of it ho has held bis crown;
but it bas remained for hon, gentlemen oppo-
site, in a ligbt-bcartrd maniner, in an casy.
debouair way, to undo what mon have shcd
their blood to win for ail tbe mon and women
wbo cnjoy the many henefits of our paclâa-
mentary institutions. It dors lbem ne credir
that they bave doue it at al. and ieast of ail
that they have done it with this studied con-
tempt for parlîaxent, wxhich is rflcctcd in th(e
fi ixlous attitude they have takzen towa.rd chis
matter from the outsot.

I bati sometbinig to say roently about ther,
qnibbles of the \linister of Finance in dis,-
tiitgnisiig. if you please, between a, stare-
ment ami an uadertakiag on tho part of the
gox'orimcnt, the thoory back of bis quibblc
boing that a miere statement made in this
bouse by a ntiniscr r of tbe croxxn is nlot nu ces-
sarilv binding iupen the goveramr nit. There
site the. Miaisîtur cf Justice xxho marie sucb a
>telemrint in tlîî'. benne, a staernrat wbieiî tii,
bouîso ectcptcr an. cutitpon wiir it, prou. udoî
te pets the fort Iagn exeiagi. control bill
twc yr r ago. a statemnent given te te licnnf,
iipCii wiii titis gox rinmot, tiirar i is mari'
la 19418. Aýs I bave '.eir te the miaister before,
T n naît fer the life cf ine suen 1mow lie crin
contlinue la sit in a gaxornment wlîicl lias
i opîîdiatedl n solin assurance wbicb ho gax r
le tIi" house. But stili hoe sits tbec.

Tîtet is a samîule of tlic qubis xlhii '
bring iadîîilged( in lîy the _Miaisl r o f Fineance
Who iiiiniîshrs betctxen anl assurance or
îîndi,'rtcking and a mere statemnent on the part
cf ninistrrs cf the crown.

Aaî(i wýa lie Nthe latest example cf tbese
qniiblî,' > Yen bave two fine exemples tItis
ceing, two excoptionally striking eaprs
Tbr, miinistor daro net face tlîis pxroposition.
that taxes are being levirri todav illrgaliy antI
nnîcnstitutioually witiiout the sliglitcst eodeur
cf riglît. lloxv dors lie meet that? H1e says.
"DonIt caii it a tas hecauso it is reaily net
a tax until parliament imposes it by statntr".
0f course it is not a tas la chat sense until
parliament imposes it by statute. Whiat it Ns
tcdcy is an illegal tas, an unconstitutionai
tax. The Minister of Finance can enjoy cli
the pleasuce it gives hlmy te, ho tho authar
cf a tax impost or lex'y tbat is absoluteiy
iliegal and unconstitutional.

But that was net. the end of bis quibobles
teaiphit I dic net krcw wx'en wî. '.bnl reach
the eci cf the quilbles indnlgcd in by tho
Minister of Finance. There was another eue.

[Mr. Fleming.]

lie doos not like the word "imposed" as 1h
was put te hlm by tho hon. member for Lake
Centre tonxght in bis powerfxul speech. Hie
said, "No, ne; we bave net imposeci these
taxes. Ploase do net say 'impos-ec'." It reminds
you, dees it net-bis rirnial of the word
"tas" ani lis donial cf the worî i "ceux i îyý
cf the lauguage ho tuseci ast Decinher la the
lieuse wben ho teck strong exception te the
lise by those on this side cf the bouse cf the
wx rd "austerity" as applieci te titis dictatorial
prcgram hoe anneunced. 'Ho did net liko lthe
xx rri"utrt" Ho sein it w.îs mcc'.t improper
andi inappicable. W/ho n'as the autlier of thet
iexpres.sion? le was the Minister cf Finance
bimself in that radie speech cf bis cf douhtfui
memocy on November 17 last. Yes, ho was the
nuthor cf the expression "austerity". W/be is
the author cf the expression "tas"? Titis is a
las chat these colleetors cf excise wero in-
structeci hy the minister te colleet thronghout
the country. Excise! 0 f course it was. Lot us
htaxe no more rtf titese r1 ibe.Mc. Cliariiiin,
as i lictgl a, ta-x by ay cîther mne ccrilr

tae l en ci ne tian thî lts x '.aîr Ils.

W/bat r x crlî haexe lit ppr'txr i i f evex t iit.bail
tikn a sligltl lx îlîffceit îoîîr'. ince N cx cm-
lier 17 l:' ' >Ju.i, rtini' cf xx at lias heptît acc
latiais otf lthe ceii'tiiiliittl i- elîVie- cf tbe
tiu at ion. I t lias aîlîr'ety bren pitet eut b)"
liton. ntrmbers on titis <île, of lit' It andrt
pointeci ont se accnratcly andi se penrtretingly,
rhtet la lie cae eof Illhîe xxlio ii Iexe bu ni

robbier cf iti' monr,'v by i le gover-nitni, ity
eut 0-err cf te Minister cf Finance, tiere is ne
righl cf iccox îry. Y7et Iho Minister cf Fi nance
ba:s lthe effroatory te sey la titis house, as hoe
seici a few minutes ago witît respect te the
people xx'o bave been rehbed, "Oit, that xvouid
ix" thieir probirrn." "It is not cur xx ccry,"ý says
lthe Minister cf Finance, Ho is net werrying
client the peopxle xbo bave heon robed.

Mc. THATCIIER: Shamne.

Mr. FLEMING: Litigarion? Ile ýj-avs. "Do
eut rente te i le goverîtitit t. Yen, Mc. Final
Consumer, xxho haxe pii titis tego hack
andr cehect it fccm lthe reailr xvhom yen.
hengbit from andi maybe lie w111 go heek andi
try te colect it frona tue xxheo'elec; thon
nucybo hoe xvii go bacir an trx' ho erîllect it
freux tixe mantîfecliîer' ari se cix. Tit:t is
effoco in lthis bouse., iii titis xec 1948. as a
serions stateaxeat ronxing from titis gox cm-
axent. Do yen xvanr eny ecrarr preef, Mr.
Chairmen. cf the uitter unfilnc'.s of tii gox rrn-
ment te hoid office any longer?

Titis is the' same gaverimnt, remombor,
wbicb turcci the key in the deer of parliament
in Mai-eh. 1945. Wblat weuld have bappened


