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pay as incorne, even if, there were no depen-
dent's allowance. After rnany protests the
dominion government permitted the pension
authorities to take into account tbe amount
of assigned pay wbicb was returned to the
soldier, if credited to him. LaVer, further
amendments were made to provide that in al
cases where dependent's allowance had not
been awarded, the board was autborized to
disregard any pay allotted or assigned by a
member of the forces. Cases have been
brouglit to my attention, however, of men in
receipt of old age pensions whose wives are
in receipt of assigned pay and dependent's
allowance, and in which both those amounts
were added and calculated as incorne. I
assigned pay is noV to be considered as incorne,
wby sbould it be credited if, in addition, the
old lady gets dependent's allowance. I ask
the minister to look intû this matter, because,
if the principle is right in one case, it should
be followed right througb, tbough I arn frank
to say that I shouid like to see both assigned
pay and dependent's allowance dîsregarded
wben the wife is in receipt of it whule bier
husband is in receipt of the old age pension.

The other matter bas to do with the inter-
pretation of the regulations by the Depart-
ment of Finance, and I arn going to cite one
case which I arn sure illustrates a great many
others. I refer to the case of a man in receipt
of oid age pension who. dies on the fifteentb
of the month. In the case that has been drawn
Vo rny attention the widow went Vo colleet the
chaque and was told that since bier husband
had died on the fifteenth there was no cheque
for bier. This is iooked upon as a calious act,
and some have gonie se far as to say that those
administering the act ware really robbing the
oid age pensioners Here is a woman who was
carrying on in the early part of the montb, bier
busband dies on tbe fifteenth, and, tbinking
there is a cheque coming te bier for haif a
montb, sbe goes to collect it, oniy to find
that tbe finance dapartment and the old age
pension board at Ottawa bave ruled that sbe
bas no cbeque coming. Even at tbis stage of
tbe session I bave no apoiogy Vo effer for bring-
ing tbese matters to tbe attention of tbe min-
ister, because I believe tbey should be looked
into and remcdied.

Mr. ILSLEY: Certainly I shall look into
the matter tbe hion. member bas mentioned.

Mr. JOHNSTON (Bow River): I was sur-
prised to, listen to somne of the arguments
advanced from both sides of the bouse this
evening. First we iistened to tbe Liberais try-
ing Vo take ail the credit for bringing in the
Old Age Pensions Act. Then the Cooperative
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Commonwealth Federation carne along, dlaim-
ing they were responsible for it. Then, lo and
beboid, the Conservatives carne along and said
t.hey were really responsible for it. I neyer
saw se rnany hon. rnerbers vieing witb aach
other for the credit for giving so littie. I
think the arnount we give our old age pen-
sioners is a sharne, and I make no apology for
that statement. The best test to determine
wbother or noV these oid people are getting a
sufficient income wouid be for sorne of us Vo
try Vo live on tbat ameunt. Could we live on
$20 a month? And mind you, not ail nid age
pensioners receive that arnount. As bas been
pointed out already, it varies from province to
province; and wbiie the pension may be $20
in one province, that does net mean that al
tbe old age pensioners even in that province
recciva that amount.

I arn very rnucb disappointed because this
legisiation bas been brougbt down at tbis lata
date, 'because I believe it is one of tbe most
important and humane measures that couid be
introduced. To bring it in at tbis stage of the
session is almost an insuit Vo tbe intelligence
of tbe mernibers of this bouse. I tbink we migbt
well have stayed over anotber f ew days and
given tbis matter more discussion. As the bon.
mnember for New Westminster bas pointed ont,
if that bad been done I believe every hion.
member wouid bave insisted that the pension
ha increasad.

The minister bas made a staternent as to
what is geing te be done in regard Vo oId age
pensions. Hie bas said that it wiil be made
possible for the provinces Vo increase the
arnount paid- by $5 a rnonth, witb the dominion
contriýbnting seventy-five per cent of the cost
and the provinces twenty-five per cent. When
the social security committeea was discussing
tbis matter it recornrended that the amount
sbould be increased. The government bas givan
consideration to that recommandation and bas
made it possible for an increase Vo 'ba brougbt
about. The cornmittae brongbt in another,
aquaily important recommandation howevar,
that the age limit be radnced. Tbat bas not
bean dona. As a member of that committee I
was firmiy convinced that the govarnment
wouid iower the age limit, and I arn extremeiy
disappointed bacanse that bas noV bean donc.
The recommandation was contained in an
înterim report of the committea, and I thougbt
that report deait witb the minimum raquire-
ments. No amount was set; that was left Vo
the discretion of the governiment, tbough, of
course, we trusted that it wonld noV ba toe
small. The reduction of the age lirmit aiso, waa
left tVo the discretion of the governiment, and I
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