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comparative figures. In the navy there were
149 rai ected aftar attestation as medioaily
unfit, or 12-4 par tbousand.

Mr. McICANN-': Is it nat a fact that
apiiiIunts for, both the oavy and tbe air

for-ce ara examined by a board?

iMr. MACKENZIE (Vanceuvar Centre):
Yes.

Mr. McCANN: The oniy applicants wbo
are exanîiiud b v imdixiduai doctors ara those
for tbe training camps. I think tbat should
ha understoad. If tbey were rejected, tbat
was donc by a board; and surely wben a
board of three medicai men is set up, it is
an added protection bath ta the department
and ta the individil.

Wbiia I arn an my feat I should likae ta
ask the minister ana otiier question. In tbe
chang-es in thea ct is it proposad tbat a
pensionar oîay ha able ta avail bimself of
local liaxpitai facilities instead of liaving ta
go ail the way ta wbat we migbit eau a
regionai liospital, as is the casa uinder the
prescrit system? 1\1 îinduNstandiog is tbiat
whun a pco..ioour develops sortie disability
tiiat requires iiospital treatment, hae is neat
entitled ta enter a local lîospital and receiva
treatment :uî tlie expen.se of tbe departrncnt;
lia înuiý proceed ta a regional hospitai in
the Ottawa volley it would bu ta eitber of
the lîoýpitals buere in Ottawa-whcra lie r"r'uives
treatmecnt tlic cost of w hici is paid by the
departinent. I xvouii tiggest, as 1 bave
suggested previausly, tliat the lau- couîld weii
1)0 cbanged ta p)ermit pensioners ta avail
themselves of the prix ilege of taking treat-
mient in aoy of tha modern bospitais wbicb
naw exixt in a great many cf the smalier
cammunities, provided the pensianers can get
campetent iîospitalization and treatment in
their ou-n localities.

Mr. MACKENZIE (Vancouver Centra):
Thera is na sucbi provision in the propased
amendmnent. but I wvili se tbat the matter
is brougbit ta the attention of tbe cammittee.

Mr. NEILL: Wouid the Minister of
National Defene 1)0 kind eoougbi ta waîve
atiquette andi ansu-ar a question wbicb tbe
Minister of Pansions and National Health
says doas not coma undar bis department;
that is. wby the dependent mother gets anly
$20 while the dependent wife gets $35?

Mr. RALSTON: I cannot answer my hion.
friand witb regard ta the amount . I may
say bowever that the wbole matter was deait
with by a committee at the time provision
was made for dependents' allowances. The
mnatter was gane inta last year, as bon.
members wili racali. The situation is this:

[Mr. 1. A. Mackenzie.]

A mother lias neyer been recognized as being
entitied ta pension or allowance, as of rigbt.
That principle bcgins away back with the
pensions connccted Nvith the last war. The
provision then placcd in the Pension Act,
and the provision there to-day, is that pension
is aliowed anlv if it is shown that the saidier
wvas ,oîpporting bis parents, and then it is
allowed onlv to a liimited amounit.

Aý wife is entitied ta pension, as of rigbt.
Even if she bas a private fortune in lier own
riglit, she is entitied ta pension. The mother
is nlot sa entitled. A case of need and the fact
that the soldier bias been suppartiog the
parents must be sbown. in order that tbe
parents may qualify. That appiies ta the
fatber and ta the mother.

At the timie of tbe last war tbere xvas no
provision w batax er for pensions ta parents.
Assistance given ta parents wvas taken care of
througbi the patriotic fund. Perbiaps I sbould
not put it tbat strongiy, because as I speak
it cornes ta mie thiere was one provision
respecting a parent, and I wauld bave ta look
tbat up. Gencraliy speaking bowever tbe
patriot ic fond was the source looked ta.

Jn tlîis war, iinder tbe provision for
dependents' ailowances we bave introduced
the same sort of provision which appears in
the Pension Act, narneiv provision for a
parent in nccd. That oued rnust be shown,
a0nd, if sbiown, the parent wbo lias bpen
supportcd by a soidier is entitled ta a liirited
amouint. Tbe amouint is luss than tbe arnaunit
allowed a wife. I cannot tell my bion. friend
why tbat is sa, except tbat possibiy it was
fait that primarily tbere was na entitiement
at ail, and a limited amaunt was regardad as
ail the country sbould undertake. Il is
obviouns ta anyone wbo looks at aur pension
lau-s tlîat a parent is nlot considcred in tbe
saine position as a wife, and bas neyer bean
s0 regarded. That principle is the ane which
is carried ino tbe depeadents' allowance
reuiia ions.

As I bave said, tbe amount was laid doivn
by the committee wbicb deait witb the whole
matter of dependents' ailowances about a
year and a biaîf ago, and the amount was
adoptad at tbat time. Tbe matter was fuily
discussed in the bouse. At that time tbe
question did came up as ta whether a parent
sliouid not be entit]ed ta some allowance,
when the son was liable for that parent's
support and was unable ta contribute because
of circumstances beyond the parent's contrai.
An amendment was made ta make provision
for sucb a case. The wboie distinction is that
ana is in the nature of a compassianate allow-
ance, and the other is an aliowance as of rîglit.


