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were granted in that tiijue. In the case of are dead. As a product of our own divorce
Prince Edward Island there is evidently a courts and of divorce proceediags taken in
state of conjugal felicity which can scarceiy the parliament of Canada, there are possibly
be paralleled in any other portion of His 300 divorcees in this country, and the other
Mai esty's dominions. In that littie Island, 361 who are in Canada at present muast
the garden of the gulf, the most hlghly civi- have procured divorces somewhere else, or
lized, prosperous and happy ulider the flag must hav been divorçed. befnre they caine
of His Majesty ini North America, not one to Canaa It is ciuite well known that lu
single divorce bas been granted in these certain cases, in ail the provinces of Can-
tbirty-four years. Evidently, in tbe pro- ada, persons who are determifled to procure
vince of Prince Edward Island there is an divorce do go to the states. of the neigli-
und(erstanding of. the advantages, the bene- bouring unioni and seek separation fron
fits and biesslngs of union that the other their marrledepartners Iu the courts of that
provinces fal to realîze to the samne extent c _utr. _he resuit is unsatisfactory, ha-
as tbey do in that happy country. The cause those persons who being Canadians
resuit is that in Canada 800 divorces have go to the United States and there secure
been granted In thirty-four years, or aîmost a divorce, are only dîvorced so far as they
an average of nine divorces per annum. We continue residents of the United States, and
are told that If there were greater facilities tîhey cannot return to Canada, and they
for divorce there might be more divorces cannot resume the marriage tie with another
granted, and therefore, it might be argued person, without practiciçilly bringlng themi-
by some that by furnishing divorce courts selves within the operation of the iaw
in the several Provinces and by doing agninst bignmy, or making theniselves hiable
9w-ay with thue pres2nt tedious, cun- to action for adulterous living. If, as 1:
bersome, expansive and odious systemt think wa miust grant; If thare ba an absolute
of coming before the Senate of Canada and certainty that to a certain extent-not at iill
substitUting a more convanient, more cbeap to encourage, but oit the other baud to be
and less public process of haaring apîc-rpessed and to ba controlled by maklng

tuonsbefoe a udgeof te SuremeCur the conditions onerous and the reasons for
of a province, divorces might ha muliplled granting divorces of the Most grave and
in number. We have no evidence of this seriouMs character, limiting it sO that there
to show this wouid be the case, and I do would be, no flying wvith flippant case to
not know that any strong presumption this court for relief; to mnake the conditions
exists that lt would ba. Ona thing that is sO that It would ba only under clrcum-
establlshed as a fact is, that lu Canada for stances absolutely la the eyes and knowii
tha last thirty-four years, three bunldred to the neighbours and feiloWV-citizens of the
divorces have been grantad-six bundrad parties conceraed justifying the divorce that
married persoas have sacured release front such a thing could be obtalnad-with thase

the marital tia, and that is sufficient to show conditions it seems to me that It la the duty
that there ls a want of civilîzation and of of the people of Canada not to lose siglht
social life as organized, which cannot ha of this question, hut to considar .whethier
winkad out of sight. Marriages are aecessary or umot there ha not a number of feliow-citi-
to our civilization, and averything that tends zens in our country who are entltled te re-
to helghten and elevate and Improve the ceive at our hands a strictIy limited oppor-

condition of woman amongst us, is some- tunlty to sacure ralase from the imarriage
thing that ought to recaive our most anxious tie whan circumstances render It impossible
support. And concurrent with the Institu- for them longer to bear it with comfort.
tion of marriage; apparently lnevitably asso- Lt is very evident that this is a question
ciated with it, must be somne reasonable pro- whichi wiii not have many advocates ln par-

vision by which la certain cases one party liament. It is not a mattar la respect to
or the other who ls bound by the marriage wbich any person who Is personally Inter-
bond may secure a ralease when its condi- ested could easly make himself or hiersaîf
tiens bacome Intolerabla or too irksome for hieard. It would be only on a personal np-
themt to bear. I find on further referenice peal, and that of a very strong cbaruicter,
to the Canadian Year-book, that accordlng that any member of parliament could be

to the census of 1901 there were la Canada înduced to advocate sucli a matter. Thare-
661 dlvorced persons-389 men and .322 fore, it la ail the more important that this
women. That Is almost exactly the number baiag a question whlch to the most of us
that would be suppllad by our divorce is absolutaly Impersonai, thiat we should
courts since 18S67, the yaar of confedaration, nlot on that account lose sight of its import-
were ail the parties to thase divorces stîli ance, but should rather devote ourselves
living. But manIfestiy a comparatively to a fair and earnast coasideration of it,
large percentage of the divorced persons the more so on account of the fact that

whio are preseatly living Ia Canada must it Is a thlng that can scarceiy count oit very

hava procured divorces elsewvhere. nt is haaqrty support ont the part 0f any of tbe

utterly Impossible that the 600 persons who representativas of the pèople lu titis parlia-
have been divorced la Canada sînca 1867 ment. There must be to a very great ax-

couId now ba alive. The great probabllitY tant, a large feeling of Indiffaranca lai the

la that at leant one-third of thase parsoiis- mlnds of most of us here, and yat a littie


