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friend the ex-Minister of Justice. who is : without any dissensions or disputes ? Have
learned in precedents, to point out to us, in;they not, in tones of thunder—especially
the history of any British community, a case ! through ihe late Secretary of State—what is
in which seven ministers of the Crown have: he now ?—the ex-Minister of Agriculture—
resigned in the interval between the placing ! declared that these assertions about cabinet
of a speech in the mouth of the Governor or' dissensions were the vilest slanders of an
Scvereign of the country and the debate that ' unscrupulous Grit press ? Have’ they not
usually follows thereo. Sir, we have:over and over again declared that all these
heard of sudden conversions and sudden ' assertions which we have made so recklessly
convictions. YVe know. on the authority of . against men so notoriously at one as the late
an eminent English writer, that | Minister of Railways and his coulleague the
« Mercy was sought and mercy found | Minister of Public Works, were pure inven-
Between the saddle and the ground ;”’ { tlQns of the enemy, an‘(’l I{S)t fmtl.t!eq t? the
But that i ¢ n ol X to tl dis_hghtesj: consideration ? Now. Sir, it is no
u bt st P 1€ speed. light thing at a crisis like this—it is no light
with which these new convictions have!:thing when several constituencies are called
dgl\;'n?t(l 01\1_ the“r:;mgis ?\t hq;x.lgentlemen :upon to record their verdict—;hat Ministess
opposite. Now, Mr. Speiker, 1t does appear: of the Crown should come before the coun-
to me that these hon. gentlemen. one and all,  try with statements in their mouths which
glt‘f‘? Offt?lteld % ?{Pi@“‘nhmt_{? tg?.feg)ljesellli '1 cannot characterize in parliamentary lan-
ive O 1e Soverelgn. and a direct InSull - guage other than this, that tlhey appear to
to thg Houig-, No matter wl{;’tt fthelrgnave not the slightest foundation in fact,
grounds or eir reasous may be, for aijudging from the statemeust which the
cabiuet to place a speech in the mouth ofgex-fﬁnister of Finance has just made.
His Excellency. and then. before the ink on! Then, Sir, over and above all this, the
the document is dry. to put a pistol to the% matter is complicated by another considera-
head of their own colleague. the Premier of | tion. Itappears to me that these zentlenien's
the country—to place him in the utterly hu-'own honour demands now a full  statewent
miliating and degrading position in which @ of the reasons which impelled them to take
Cosatul on not—is. T am Lappy to Say. utterly | tain that tve of these hop. gentlemen. in
S Ol.—iS, 2 @ H say, Y. H 1 3¢ . .‘ .
unparalleled in the history of any Britisbiview of the most extraordina?y statements
c%mnlllunity. B;s'ither, Si;‘, is it a less insult to: which are being cirenlated broadeast from
the House. “e are, for the first time in:one end of this country to the other. ouyzht,
Canadian history, summoned to hold a sixth | before this day closes, or befor: this House
session of Parlinment for a most precise and : rises, to inform us what truth there is or
special purpose ; and the. men who unani- ; what truth there is not in the statement
mously declared, speaking through the that one hon. Minister or ex-Minister has
ng:iuth Ufl the ltllonit gfntleman who hnts j}:l:t : been lcau;,;llljt in the éutt of slafndering}anony-
addressed us, that it was necessary to the: mously ¢ reputation of an honour-
best interests of Canada that this ‘extraor-énble ‘colleaguc. P I of,fer ‘nn Opini«);l on
dinary step should be taken. that this Par-]the subject beyond this, that it is due
liament should be summoned on the 2nd day i to both those gentlemen that if this state-
of January, 189, to consult on a measure to! ment be true the proofs he given, anu that
which they declared themselves pledged,|if it is false, it be contradicted on the spot.
which they informed us it was their duty,;I shall not say much about the modus
their imperative daty to Lring down, now !operandi of these anonymous letters, but
present themselves before us as the very: will merely offer the suggestion that if it
men who have—what shall I say ?—com- ;| should again become necessary. in the dis-
bined together or conspired together to ren-; charge of a patriotic duty, for any gentle-
der its discussion impossible. More than {man in similar position to address an
that, Sir, I say it is a fraud on the country. | anonymous (:01'1'05}»0;:(109(«_5 to His Iixcel-
If these tge\'(;n gen;lemefn long eutertained,;lelicy, fﬂ:le C‘Ommumlcaf’tlont hshoulg. f(;r the
as is perfectly evident from the statement:sake oi decency, and for the Sake or pre-
we have just heard, such sentiments against | venting future scandals, be typewritten,
the leader of the Government as have been!and the typewriter be broken up immedia-
expressed, each and every one of them have i tely, so that there may be no possibility of
openly l;ma lshamefullyf perpetrated a fraud i afterwards detetctmg it. t"»}:’hathsort of
upon the electorate of the country. Sir, jOpinlon are we to suppose these hon. gen-
during the recent bye elections—during the: gemen ftntertaincof eaclh ogher, if theyhhaVe
‘election of my hon. friend who has just;been sitting in Council, devising schemes
taken Lis seat for Montreal Centre (Mr. Mc-: for the welfare of Canada from day to
Shane), during the election in Jacques Car-, day, allld eatertammg tll;e opinion which ap-
tier, during the -election in North Ontario, | parently they must have entertained of
during thegelection in Cardwell—I might al- | each other, if we are to place the smallest
‘most say during the recent election in Vie-, reliance on the statements which have been
toria—have not these men, one an(.l all, been i circulated broadecast through‘ the ne‘}'s- :
declaring that the cabinet were in perfect | paper press. I will say but this one thing
unity, that they were a band of brothers I in conclusion, before these hon. gentlemen

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT.



