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tcok credit entirely for the acts of: I want to press home an unpleasant
the Canadian Government. whether wise ! charge, because I believe it my duty to
or otherwise, which were wholly 1in-|do so, and 1 call the First Minister’s atten-
dependent of the co-operation and sup-tion to it, because it has been made, not
port of 1the coumry to the south of altogether by one as much ‘opposed to him
us ; and towards the end of his remarks, |as 1 am in public life, and because it comes

the hon. gentleman gave us the secret of
his line of conduct, when in Opposition, by
telling us the kind of Opposition
practically he had promoted. Desperate in-
deed it was. and while tlie hon. gentleman
feels now that he is in a position no doubt
to instruct. there is one feature in that les-
son which 1. for one in this House, do not
feel at all. tempted to imitate, and that is
his determination to suspéct something
wrong in everything the Government did.
Much., however, as I may suspect the Gov-
ernment in general, I do not intend to dis-
cuss any phase of pelicy which they may
lay on the Table of this House in any such
spirit during this or any odher session when
I may occupy a seat in this House. I
followed the lLion. gentieman's remarks with
creat atientien, and [ do not think that
it is necessary for me, with all respect to
the hon. zentleman and the ability he pos-
sesses, 1o make turther reference to what
he said.

But this is a debate of great interest. It
is a debate whichh will be carried on, I
think. for some time with great interest and
henefit 1o the country, because it concerns
subjects  of  mement. and which are
becoming all the graver and more important
for the scant attention they are receiving
from houn. gentlemen on the Treasury
benches, after the very exhaustive treat-
mentw of them Ly those who have already
spoken from this side of the Ilouse. Hon.
gentlemen opposite must remember that,
however strong they may feel their position
to Dbe. these subjects are being canvassed.
and are exciting the people from one end
of the country to the other. Charges are
being preferred of a most serious character
concerning the promises they have made
an® the pledges they have violated. To
the very thorough discussion of Dbroken
pledges concerning the tariff and preferen-
tial trade. and retrenchment, and the in-
dependence of Parliament. the only answer
of the First Minister practically was this:
We have, notwithstanding all that, carried
the elections, and the Quecu’s Jubilee was
one of the most glorious experiences of
my life. That. however. will not satisfy
the country. All the excitement attending
that happy year and all the loyalty for
which this country is famous will not re-
lieve hon. gentlemen opposité from the ne-
cessity of meeting the charges made against
them.
is over, a more reasonable attempt made to
meet those charges, if these hon. gentle-
men arc to continue in the lucky career
that so far has been theirs—capturing seats
here and there throughout the country.

Sir CHARLES HIBBERT TUPPER.

which |

There must be, before this debate
{ the hon. member for North Simecoe said,

from a great legal authotity. It comes
from a gentleman who has co-operated with
him in this House. It is the opinion of
the hon. member for North Simcoe (Mr.
McCarthy), delivered in the presence of Iy
hon. friend when he was in Opposition, it is
true, and given on a subject to which I
have frequently called the attention of the
Government, In 1891 great excitement took
i place over a Federal election. and the leader
of the Government, the then leader of the
i Opposition was  charged  with  having
aceepted the terms of a most important
conference konown as the Quebec confer-
ence of 1887—a conference that decided to
reorganize or readjust the whole financial
arrangements between the IFederal Govern-
ment and the different provionces.  That
was perhaps the most important subject de-
cided by the conference, and that involved
. very large expenditure of money.

The leader of the government in Quebee,
the ally of the right hon. gentleman who
leads the Government here, stated that the
leader of the Opposition of that day pro-
nmised to give effecr to this, if he came into
power, and he had bound himself by a
solemn  ecngagement to give at least a
wajority of 15 votes to Mr. Laurier. One of
my colleagues in the late Government, the
Lhen. member for Haldimand (Mr. Mon-
tague) in this House resurrected a question
and answer between the hon. gentleman
and Mr. Degjardins, who was in the ITouse
at that time, whether the leadcer of the pre-
sent Government admitted that the state-
ment which Mr. Desjardins had made was
correct. and he admitted that he had ae-
cepted the terms ot the Quebec conference.
And then the hon. member for North
Simceoe  (Mr. MeCarthy), sitting in  this
ITouse, used expressions—and 1 only repeat
them to show liow strong his opinion was—
that not merely had a bargain been made
in 1887, but part of the bargain had been
carried out, with the promise of the present
Prime Minisier to redeem these pledges and
to curry out the terms of the Que-
be¢ conference of 1887 when he came
into power. the leader of the party
in the province of Quebec had been
able to obtain the votes. not oniy bad
his own government succeeded, but he had
been able to obtain a majority in the pro-
vince of Quebee in the election of 1891 for
the present leader of the Government. And

that if there ever was a bargain and sale,
then the present Prime Minister was bought
and sold by the premier of the province of
Quebec, and that the Prime Minister had




