-2

It is crystal-clear that the United States is the aggressor who
is trampling underfoot the Vietnamese soil. The people of South Vietnam are
the victim of aggression and are fighting in self-defence. If the United
States really wants peace, it must recognize the South Vietnam National Front
~for Liberation as the sole genuine representative of the people of South
Vietnam, and engage in negotiations with it. 1In accordance with the aspirations
of the people of South Vietnam and the spirit of the 1954 Geneva Agreements on
Vietnam, the National Front for Liberation is fighting to achieve independence,
democracy, peace and neutrality in South Vietnam, and to advance towards the
peaceful reunification of the fatherland. If the United States really respects
the right to self-determination of the people of South Vietnam, it cannot but
approve this correct programme of the National Front for Liberation.

The 14 points of the United States boil down to this: the United
States is trying hard to cling to South Vietnam, to maintain there the puppet
administration rigged up by it, and to perpetuate the partition of Vietnam.

In his January 12, 1966, message read before the U.S. Congress,
President Johnson affirmed that it was the policy of the United States not to
pull out of South Vietnam, and he forced the Vietnamese people to choose
between "peace and the ravages of a conflict". That is an impudent threat, an
attempt to impose on the Vietnamese people the conditions of the so-called U.S.
"unconditional discussions”.

The Vietnamese people will never submit to the U.S. imperialists®
threats,

At the very moment when the U.S. Government puts forward the so-called
new "peace efforts", it is frantically increasing the U.S. strength in South
Vietnam. It is stepping up the terrorist raids, resorting to the "scorched
earth" policy, burning all, destroying all, killing all, using napalm-bombs,
poison gases and toxic chemicals to burn down villages and massacre the civilian
population in vast areas of South Vietnam.

I strongly protest against such extremely barbarous methods of warfare.
I earnestly call on all peace-loving governments and peoples the world over to
resolutely stay the hands of the U.S. war criminals.

The United States keeps sending its planes on espionage flights in
preparation for new air attacks on the Democratic Republic of Vietnam,

On the other hand, it is launching air attacks on many areas in the
Kingdom of Laos, and multiplying armed provocations against the Kingdom of
Campodia, thus posing an even more serious menace to peace in Indcchina.

Obviously, the U.S. "search for peace” is only designed to conceal
its schemes for intensified war of aggression. The Johnson Administration's
stand remains: aggression and expansion of the war,

To settle the Vietnam question, the Government of the Democratic
Republic of Vietnam has put forward the four-point stand which is an expression
of the essential provisions of the 1954 Geneva Agreements on Vietnam. This is

a stand of peace.
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