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cie. The second, and the more fundamental question, is for a different and Inuch

broader forum taldng place across Canada today.

Canada has a history of achievemnent in the development of communicatio 1

technologies, and so it is well-placed to cominunicate its ideas further and faster.

It has been, by far, the world's most wired society. It was one of the first to launch

and tap into, the power of satellites. Northern Telecom has set international stan-

dards ini communlications research and =nnovation. And in recent years New

Brunswick's sophisticated high-tech infrastructure has become a lund of Mecca for

technology planners from ail over the world. In addition, Canada has achieved an

impressive profile in creatixig content for knowledge-drivefl industries. Its software

producers from Corel to Deirina have been major international players; it is the

world's second largest exporter of television programiming; it has developed a

sophisticated, knowledge-based workforce.

However, as important as technology is - even crucial to any strategy - it is

the values and the information that wiil set Canada apart: its geography, its muld.-

culturalism, its civility; and its tolerance. Whether these values are real or onily

perceived, they are the building blocks for any communications strategr.

Given its success in the development of information technology and its histo-
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,ant international negotiations,
say the new post-Cold War
Lpe is ready-made for Canada
lys soft power muscle. But, so
advantages have been relative-
ifective in maxin-iizing this
Now, there are signs the gov-
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to strut its

" ... the new post- Cold War

landscape is ready-made for

Canada toflex its softpower
muscle."5


