
from the ideological rivalry and niistrust of trie Cold War, the Uniting for Peace Resolution was
adopted by the General Assembly in 195 0. It allowed the UN to intervene in the Korean confliet
(1950-51) and in the Suez crisis (1956). The Assembly acted as a substitute for the paralysed
Council in these cases. The situation changed by the 1 960's when a period of decolonization
resulted ini the admission of several countries, mostly formn the developing world. As a resuit, the
UN membership grew fromn 51 to, 118 and put pressure on the Security Council to, expand its
membership. By 1965, the General Assembly agreed to amend the UN Charter to allow for an
increase of the non-permanent seats fromn six to, ten. The 1 970's saw a period of futility and
stagnation due to several related reasons including a deterioration in the international climate and
the emergence of the Non-Aligned Group.

The end of the Cold War in the early 1990s brought a new period of "assertive
multilateralism.'t At the samne time we have witnessed the merging of the First and Second
Worlds, thxe rise of new economic powers, the expansion of the nuclear power club, an increase
ini secession activity, the growing role of regional organisations ini regional conflicts, the
intensification of globalisation, and a shift ftom interstate to largely intrastate conflicts. The
Security Council engaged in a flurry of activity to respond to these new challenges with a sense
of a "new-found solidarity"' among the permanent members. However, just as the Security
Council seemed to be operating in the way in which the UN founders had intended, many UN
member states began to doubt the legitimacy of that body's collective authority. The Gulf War,


