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TREATY
ON CONVENTIONAL ARMED FORCES IN EUROPE

The Kingdom of Belgium, the Republic of Bulgaria, Canada, the Czech and Slovak Federal
Republic, the Kingdom of Denmark, the French Republic, the Federal Republic of Germany,
the Hellenic Republic, the Republic of Hungary, the Republic of Iceland, the ltalian Republic,
the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg, the Kingdom of the Netherlands, the Kingdom of Norway,
the Republic of Poland, the Portuguese Republic, Romania, the Kingdom of Spain, the
Republic of Turkey, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, the United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northem Ireland and the United States of America, hercinafier referred to as the
States Parties,

Guided by the Mandate for Negotiation on Conventional Ammed Forces in Europe of January
10, 1989, and having conducted this negotiation in Vienna beginning on March 9, 1989,

Guided by the objectives and the purposes of the Conference on Security and Cooperation in
Europe, within the framework of which the negotiation of this Treaty was conducted,

Recalling their obligation to refrain in their mutual relations, as well as in their international
relations in general, from the threat or use of force against the territorial integrity or political
independence of any State, or in any other manner inconsistent with the purposes and principles
of the Charter of the United Nations,

Conscious of the need to prevent any military conflict in Europe,

Conscious of the common responsibility which they all have for seeking to achicve greater
stability and security in Europe,

Striving to replace military confrontation with a new pattern of security relations among all
the States Parties based on peaceful cooperation and thereby to contribute to overcoming the
division of Europe,

Committed to the objectives of establishing a secure and stable balance of conventional
armed forces in Europe at lower levels than heretofore, of eliminating disparitics prejudicial to
stability and security and of eliminating, as a matter of high priority, the capability for launching
surprise attack and for initiating large-scale offensive action in Europe,

Recalling that they signed or acceded to the Treaty of Brussels of 1948, the Treaty of
Washington of 1949 or the Treaty of Warsaw of 1955 and that they have the right to be or not to
be a party to treaties of alliance, :

Committed to the objective of ensuring that the numbers of conventional armaments and
¢cquipment limited by the Treaty within the area of application of this Treaty do not exceed
40,000 battle tanks, 60,000 armoured combat vehicles, 40,000 pieces of artillery, 13,600
combat aircraft and 4,000 attack helicopters,

Affirming that this Treaty is not intended to affect adversely the security interests of any
State,

Affirming their commitment to continue the conventional arms control process including
negotiations, taking into account future requirements for European stability and security in the
light of political developments in Europe,

Have agreed as follows:



