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overall consumption of about four million tonnes (excl ud.i ng fi sh meal

and oil). The Community"°s main suppliers are Norway, Iceland, Canada

and the United States, with Japan, 5pajn, Sweden and the Faroe Islands

following some;distance behind. Norway and Iceland enjoy tariff

concessions for.fzsh accorded by the Community in connection with

the free trade agreements it has concluded with thése countries,.

Fish imports into the Çommunity rose from around 750,000 tonnes

in 1975 to well over a million tonnes in 1982. A detailed breakdown

by product grouping is provi-ded in table 1.4. Imports of fresh,

chilled and,frozen cod into the United Kingdom, the Community's most

important market for cod, increased by fifty per cent in the three

years following the extension of jurisdiction in 1977, Exports from

the Community rose°from 2 60,000 tonnes in 1975 to more than 500,000

tonnes in 1980. But two thirds of these exports consi sted of mackerel,

a spec.ies^ to whi-ch little or no value had been added by p.roces_sin,g in

the Community.

V. INTERNAL POLICIES

Alignment with the common customs tariff (CCT) and tariff

disarmam6nt within th&Caminunity exposed the French and Italian

industries to greater compet7tion and made urgent the need to

modernize their fleets and shore-ba-sed industries. For these

countries, the necessar°y complement to trade liberalization was

a structural pol icy, fi nanced by the Community to ass'ist industries

withstand i ncreasdd competition and 'a c`ommcn market organi zati on

policy for fish to ensure.fi'_sherr^en a satisfactory income. Those

two polities are, because of their importance and complexity,

discussed at some 3ength,. The legal basis for the CFP rests on

those two policies and two.athers of equal si°gn7ficance,a nâmcly

the principle of equal access to fishi°ng grounds (.given certain

ad justments ) and trade with th i rd countri es . The latter empha s i zes

a bi l atera ]. approach ratfiér= than the mul ti 7 ateral 'approach embodied

in the GATT.


