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Mr. HOU (China) (translated from Chinese):

... This year is the first year of the decade of the 1990s. It is also the
first year of the third Disarmament Decade as proclaimed by the United Nations.
The 1990 session of the CW was convened against the background of momentous
changes in the international situation. The international community,
therefore, placed high hopes on us. They expected us to make new contributions
to the endeavour of putting an end to the arms race and promoting disarmament.
Today, when we are taking a sober and objective stock of the work of the CD,
we must be fair and point out that enormous useful work has been done and some
positive results have been achieved at the CD this year. The determination of
the entire international community to safeguard the completeness and
thoroughness of the goal of the convention banning all chemical weapons has
made it possible to usher our negotiations into an even more important stage.
The re-establishment of the Ad hoc Committee on a Nuclear Test Ban after an
interregnum of seven years has given people new hope for the future. Many
countries have shown greater concern over such major issues as the cessation
of the nuclear arms race and the arms race in outer space, the promotion of
disarmament and prevention of nuclear war. They have also advanced series of
positive proposals and rational positions. Another encouraging phenomenon is
that there are more and more non-member States participating or showing
interest in the work of the CD. This year's consultations on the improved and
effective functioning of the CD have yielded some preliminary results which
constitute a good beginning for further consultations to be carried out next
year from which people have reason to expect more substantive progress.
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