HI.—United States, United Kingdom and Canadian Assurances

The United States Secretary of State set forth the willingness of the United

States to continue its support for European unity, in accordance with the
following statement:—

“If, using the Brussels Treaty as a nucleus, it is possible to find in
this new pattern a continuing hope of unity among the country of Europe
that are represented here, and if the hopes that were tied into the European
Defence Community Treaty can reasonably be transferred into the arrange-
ments which will be the outgrowth of this meeting, then I would certainly
be disposed to recommend to the President that he should renew the
assurance offered last spring in connection with the European Defence
Community Treaty to the effect that the United States will continue to
maintain in Europe, including Germany, such units of its armed forces as
may be necessary and appropriate to contribute its fair share of the forces
needed for the joint defence of the North Atlantic area while a threat to
the area exists and will continue to deploy such forces in accordance with
agreed North Atlantic strategy for the defence of this area.”

The United Kingdom confirmed its active participation in the Brussels
Treaty Organization and gave the following assurance about the maintenance
of United Kingdom forces on the continent of Europe:—

“The United Kingdom will continue to maintain on the mainland of

Europe, including Germany, the effective strength of the United Kingdom

forces now assigned to SACEUR, four divisions and the Tactical Air Force,

or whatever SACEUR regards as equivalent fighting capacity. The United

Kingdom undertakes not to withdraw those forces against the wishes of

the majority of the Brussels Treaty Powers, who should take their decision

in the knowledge of SACEUR'’s views.

This undertaking would be subject to the understanding that an acute
overseas emergency might oblige Her Majesty’s Government to omit this pro-
cedure,

If the maintenance of United Kingdom forces on the mainland of

Europe throws at any time too heavy a strain on the external finances of

the United Kingdom, the United Kingdom will invite the North Atlantic

Council to review the financial conditions on which the formations are

maintained.”

Canada reaffirmed in the following statement its resolve to discharge the
continuing obligations arising out of its membership in NATO and its support
of the objective of European unity:—

As far as we are concerned, the North Atlantic Treaty Organization
remains the focal point of our participation in collective defence and of
our hope for the development of closer co-operation with the other peoples
of the Atlantic community. As such, it remains a foundation of Canadian
foreign policy. While we emphasize, then, our belief in the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization, we welcome the proposed extension of the Brussels
Treaty. We shall look forward to a growing relationship, within the frame-
work of NATO, with the new Brussels Treaty Organization, composed of
countries with whom we are already bound by such close ties.

IV.—North Atlantic Treaty Organization

The powers present at the Conference which are members of NATO agreed
to recommend at the next ministerial meeting of the North Atlantic Council
that the Federal Republic of Germany should forthwith be invited to become
a member.
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