
THE VARSITY.
bim to breakfast. Sncb a tbingy, or anything like it, is min
beard of bere. 0f course tbere are extenuating circuni-
stances, sncb as tUe fact that so mnany of uis live in board-
ing-houses, arîd tîmat nxost of us bave x'ery litle cash to
spare. Probably tUe character of Canadian young- men
bias also sonxetbing to dIo xith I'.

1 sUali try te, showv later lîox somne of tîmese difficuilties
mxay bc avoided, andti tcy ouiglt to Uc avoided, for notlig
could hiave sncb a beneficial effect in imiproving inen's
manîmers thuan this constant playing of gîîcst anti lost
hy men comilaratix chy n knoxvn to one anotbieî Tfle
fact reniains tbiat iii Toronîto, beyond tîmeir pci sonal friends,
m-ost of the undergraduates take nmo furtmer întercst in
tîmeir feiloxvs tlîan to observe tîmat snicb a one is a -plng,'
aiîd will probably beat tbcmn in tUe class-lists, and ibat
another is a Isport ' \vhîo xviii probably get plncked.
Somne men even go tbî ongl tUe University ivithout miaking
any permanent friendsbips. 1 knoxv one graduate of about
'85 wbo wislîcs tbat lie iî.xt ordered bis couîrse differently,
for lic bias noxv noc oid University fricnds ant iUc xvas cer
tainiy by no means a Ilplig.'

We bave had Class dinners, and xve hiave tUe
immnensely superior Arts dinner, but these funictions do

noadcannot, take the place of ordimîarv, everydy
social intercoturse. 'Ne liave tbe ('onversazione, patron-
ized by some of tUe undcrgraduates, andl tUe Glass Socials
whicb owe their existence to a body of students aiready
mentioned but it is not tbis kind of social iife wilîi we
require. \Ve want tUe daily mental contact of mnen at tUe
age xvben tliey are fulhest of tlbeir oxyn ideas and readiest to
adopt those of others. The object of a University should
Uc to afford an opportîiiity for these meni, overfloxving xvîtl
bîgli ideals and bigb aspirations, to discuss, ivitU others
iike thcîn, snbJects xvbich occnipy tUe attention of cvery
man at sonie stage of bis existence, and corne to him
in m-ost cases wlîcn lic first erîters tbc world and goes tmp
to the University. It is because tbe Englislb universities
afford tbis opportunity thiat they arc centres of tUe
rnost advanced tbougbt of tUe tirne ;and it is Uccause
Toronto Uiiiversity-periaps ail Canad iaîx and Arnerican
universities-do not afford it, tbat tbey arc centres of
notbirig except, perhaps, football, wbicb, tibugbl a vcry
excellent tbing in its way, can scarcely Uc said to con-
stitute a University education.

Tbe difficulties mntioned up to this point are te, solfe
extent avoidable, but before 1 go on to discuss rernedies it
may Uc weil at least to mention an unavoidable evil, one
wbicbi nînist ever impair tbe usefulncss of lime Universitv -

I nxcan its location in Toronto. Situaled mn tbe capital of
Ontario and a great business centre, il can neyer make its
home a disîinclively University town. Yet tbisis nccessary
to give tUe beneficial forces of a University their full play.
Wc shaii always bc too much involved in and dorninated
by fihe politicai and industrial movenients of tUe place to,
make possible tbat perfect centralization of tbougbt, wbicli
alone can make a University a powver in tbe land. A con-
crete exaniple of tbis may Uc seen in the ever-to-be rcg,,rctted
lapse of the old ruie about wearing gowns, wliicb is, 1
Uclieve, stili on the statute books, but bias bccoxxie a dcad
icîter. It is next to impossible for the undergraduales,
wbio form so srnall a fraction of tUe city's population, to go
about in a distinctive garb, and lUcre are apparcntly in-
surmountable difficulties in tbe way of cvery other schieme
to enforce tbis best of provisions for miaintaiming a proper
spirit in the University.

This, bowcver, is not tUe only cvii wbmch tbe location
causes. it is oniy an outward and visible sign of many
otbers, Tbiisparagrapliis,bo\vever,only an ineffectuai xaii
again st fate, wxiclx, 1 hope, tîxie test of txe article wiil not
bc coîxsidcred 10 be.

Remedies for ahl but tbe last difficulty are to Uc found,
and are, perhaps, not altogether visionary. The evil con-

necteci witli the curriculum can bc done away, and doubt-
less xviii Uc xben the Senate cornes to realize tduit the mis-
sion of a University is to educate rather than to teacli.
But the Senate %viii nevcr realize it until the under-
graduates do, as they dIo flot do to day. Possibly a very
large section, if not a m'îjority of the studlents, prefer the
curriculumn as it stands, to one xvbic)i ivould gi ve soine
rooli for real edlucationi alid net tic us down to inere
learnirig, onit of xvhicî xve -et little more culture tban
onit of ont eariy strtuggles witb the alphabet and the
muiiltiplication table.

T1hîe reniedy for tUe second tiefect in tUe existing
state of affairs-tUe xva-t of personal interest of tUe teacli-
.ers in the tatigbt-lies, of course, xvbolly under the con-
trol of tUe professors and lec'tnrers But it nriay be confi-
dently said tbat the undergradnates would be most happy
to aid any efforts toward a dloser synipatby between tbemn
and thecir instructors. Tbere are many of ont professors
vlomi xve kîoxv (bv report) to b, mien of broad culture and

nien xvbom it xvould bc a pleastire tor any~one to ineet. To
meet tbenx would bc especially i nterestimg for tîme students
xvbo only know tbiein as they appear iri the lecture roomn,
and bave, un fort un ately, no chance of nmaking tîmeir
acquaintance in any other capacîty tîmai that of sections
of a peril)atetic encyclopedia.

But the remiedy for the xvant of intcrcst of tnder-
graduates in tlieir fellows lies to a certain extent in tbe:r
own powver. Apparently tbe siînplest Ivay to obviate
the difficity is tîme exteusion of tbe residential sys-
terr into a nunber of colieges, in ecdi of xvbicbi froin
one to txvo litindred students conld live. The expense of
sncb a plan is iii tUe xvay, but this difficulty is uot, to mny
mmnd, iisuperable. A s every undergraduate knoxvs, tîme
present Ivesidence is the source of ail the more important
movememîts xvbiichi take place, andl is, iii fact, tue soLul and
centre of University life and spirit. Even it is imot ail tiîat
mnigbt bc desired, apart froin its size, wbichi is ridici.ions,
considering the number of students attending tbe Univer-
sity. Tue generai feeling tlîat Residence is miot aIl it
miglit Uc, is evitlenced Uy the fact tliat it is not full.
This is not to Uc attribntcd mn the cost of living there, for
there must Uc butndreds of men who coîîid easily afiord it.
TrIe difficulty is the want of privacy. The valuie of
a Residerice turns on a very sinaîl matter, qnite un-
cummmected witlî the work of the University. This is
wbetber all tlmree mieals are taken ii the conmxxon dining-
roorn or not. The system bere in vogue transforms Resi-
dence into a mere boarding-bouse, witli ail the attendant
objections on that class of home. The practice at Oxfùrd is
that a man bias two mieals in bis roonis, and dînes in hall,
wbiere lic lias to put in an appearance so maîiy tines a
week. It is this systeni whicb should Uc adopted hiere.
Even at our sister nniversity, Trintty (so inuch despised
Uy Toronto tindergradnates), a man's room- in tUe college is
bis castle. Tîmere lic lias bis breakfast if lic likes, and, if lic
wants to rcad or talk witlîout interruption, lie bangs ont a
universally-respected sign to that effect by Il sporting bis
oak.,' In ont Residence there is no sncbi tbing, and it is
this want of privacy, not tbc expenses of living in Resi-
dence, that is tlîe reason wlîy there is flot a larger dcmiand
for roomis in the historic building. Tbe inipopularity of
thý presemît Residence bias been attributcd to tlîe cost of
living there, and tUe fact tbat it is seldomn or neyer full
bias, thcrefore, been urged against tUe extension of the
residential systern Granting tUe prcrniss, tUe conclusion
is, pcrbaps, unavoidable. But if tUe otbcr reason is
accepted, the argument agyainst the extension of tUe systemi
falis to the grotind, since tUe xvant of privacy is an easily
curable cvil, as witness tUe experience of otber Univer-
sit mes.

Tbe only way in whiclî further residences can be pro-
cured and the curriculum sbortcned is by organizcd agit a-


