270 THE WESTERN SCHOOL JOURNAL

Soft as Silk erasers (Gage’s)—$4.00
per gross.

The prices are obtained in all cases
from local retail dealers. All supplies
are bought by tender.

The teacher controls the supply, and
in this way prevents unnecessary waste.
All used books must be returned to her
before new books are issued. In this
way she has an opportunity to check
up careless and untidy work, which
under the former system was conceal-
ed in the waste-paper basket.

Some difficulty has been found in
getting the supplies wanted. We find
that there is not any standard size,
shape, or quality for school notebooks.
Each wholesale dealer puts up his own
books and puts on them whatever de-
sign and name suits his faney. The
books are made up very largely from
a commercial standpoint. Thick paper
and small sized pages are often used to

make them appear large. The cover de-.

signs are often far from artistic. The

(uestion as to what is best suited for
the work of the classroom is not ser-
iously enough considered. What has
been said of notebooks is also true to
some extent of other schoolroom sup-
plies.

Tt is surely logical to suppose that
the teachers should know better than
the merchants what type of book, pen,
penecil, or paper is best suited for the
classroom. Why should not they or
the Manitoba Educational Association
in their behalf go into this matter; de-
termine what types of supplies would
be best suited for elassroom use; give
the results of their thought to some
manufacturers, and allow them to place
on all goods conforming to their re-
quirements some mark showing that
they have come up to the standard set
by the M.E.A.? This would materia}]y
assist teachers and school boards in
getting into their classrooms at the
lowest possible cost the most suitable
supplies.

THE IDEAL SCHOOLMASTER

““The ideal schoolmaster is a scholar,
a man who knows. He is not necessar-
ily a walking encyclopaedia, although
he must be somewhat encyclopaedic in
his knowledge. Of course he must know
facts. He is not a Gradgrind attempt-
ing to measure the universe with a foot-
rule, and refusing to admit that any-
thing has value unless it can be esti-
mated in dollars and cents. Neverthe-
less, facts, things done, tangible reali-
ties, actual verities, lie at the basis of
scholarship. They are the foundation
of all reasoning. 'There ecan be no
seience without them, There can be no
intelligence without ' them. The uni-

For many years it has been one of my
most constant regrets that no school-
master of mine had a knowledge of na-
tural history, so far at least as to have
taught me the grasses that grow by the

verse is a vast congeries of facts, with
some of which the scholar is to be-
come acquainted. The teacher’s know-
ledge of facts must be in a large degree
immediate, he must grasp them in the
conerete. They must be part of his
experience. At least typical phenomena,
physical, metaphysieal, historical, must
pass under his .own personal observa-
tion, and thus afford him a key to hook-
lore. Books ‘are to him simply the
record of other men’s observations and
reflection, which differ from his oWl
chiefly in being more extended.’—
Studies in Pedagogy, Morgan, pages
263-264. :
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~wayside, and the little winged and

wingless neighbors that are continually,

meeting me with salutations which

cannot answer, as things are.
—Carlyle- -




