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soil or tbe Canadian mind thougb thiorongh-
]y Canadian in desire and sentiment. The
list is remarkably and painfully smnall, s0
small indeed as ta invite comparisun with a
former state of things, in this respect, wben
the parliament and legislaturea of Canada
re.joiced in the possession uf men of the
mental calibre of a Hogan, a Young,
a Chauvrau, a Christie, a Parent, a Gaît, a
Caineron, a Wakefield, a Dorbishire, a
Morris, a Me Dongall, a Fabre, a 1 arrison,
a ('hamberlin, a Hfowe, a HuutmrtgËon, a
Halihurton, and a McGee.

ItENIY J. MORG AN.
Ottawa, Dec. 29th, 1893.

CHANCES 0F SUCCESS.

Erastus Wiman is a typical American.
His Canadiau antecedents nmay bave belped
ta supply a sound basis for the qualities
wbicb bave shawn themacives in bis career,
but tbose qualities are nana tbé lois typical
of the rushing, booming, speculativo, ener-
getie American business man. To bim-
and tbis book displays bis characteristica
witb accuracy-nothîng bas been too smal
or unimportant in appearance ta bandle if
it presented the slightest opportunity of
making money ; notbing too large or mul-
tifaricus in its demanda upon ability and
energy. Self-confidence and pluck speak
upon every page and the vanity wbieb
somo reviewers bave harshly criticised is
hardly visible exceptiug as a part of that
personal assurance which waa absolutely
essential in the life hoe led. Wbether band-
ling tbe " nickel-in-tbe.slot " machine;
placing the typo-setting machine upon its
road ta succes and popular appreciation, or
going ta England witb tbe control of $8,
000,000 for the purpose o! organizing a
sait-combine, Mr. Wiman always seema to
have trusted bis own judgment, and thon
gone ahead.

Sncb a spirit deserved success and hoe
might well have onumerated amongst the
chances of succesa b3fore an Aiieri6an boy
the possession o! confidence in Itimself and
lots o! push, as all-important elements.
It must ho confessed that this book was
oponed with a certain prejudica. 0f its
boing clever, there could bo no doubt, 1,ut
hostile criticisma badled the writer ta almoat
expect an undue self -assertiveneas and too
much persona] description. The opposite
is the case. A few personal incidents there
are, but.just cnougb ta intere8t the roader

nd make bun wisli for mare. lndeed, had
the huaok been more autobiographical, it
would have been more interesting, and the
glinipses which are given in the life of a
nman of many enterprises, many and varied
experiences, wide and intimate acquaint.%nce
with public men, are extromnely attractive.
But the bulk o! the work ia taken up witb
reflections upon the conditions prevalent
throughont the American continent as they
appear ta one wbom ail will admit a keen
observer, and the oppartunity or lack of
opportnnity which now and in the future
presents itself ta the average yonng
mnan.

The basis of the future welfare of the
Itepublie Mr. Wiman considers ta be tie
farmer. His present situation, bowever, ia
nut pleasant. " Statistics reveal a volume
of indebtedness of snch proportions as ta
startle those who consider wbat payment af
interest means.> The aggregate population
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of the cities is not any better off. " One
half of tbem hiave the very narrowest ledge
on which to rest for the supply of mere
daily wants." And the author finds that
the condition of the average miner in the
Unit -d States 'lGis only slightly better than
the worst conditions tbat, prevail in Eng-
land or even in Russia." And then with
an inconsht mcy ctiious in une so shrewd,
hie urges, perhaps in the next chapter or
paragraph, commercial union betweeii Can-
ada and the States as the great factor in the
future promperity of titis Dominion. But
to bis mind the hope of the Ainerican farmier
and bis assured welfare in days to corne,
lies in the possibility of the population
becoming sufficient-and within fifteen
years at the present rate of increase-to more
than consume ail the surplus production of
the 30,000,000 wba are now dependent
upgn agriculture for their daily support.
1ýrices will then rise and the farmer grow
richi and happy. The prospect is certainly
doligbtful, but once more Mr. Wiman
appoars to over-look the application of a fact
to which bie frequently draws attention in
the most glowing terms-tbe development
of the great Canadian granaýies. Unleas
hie i8 prepared ta throw bis commercial
union and f ree trade ideas to the wind and
apply a McKinley tri1ffmuch extended-
against the importation of wbeat, the sur-
plus praduct of our vast prairies will over-
flow into the Republie wlien its days of
exportation cease, and stili keep dawn the
price of grain. Nevertlteless the theory
is interesting.

But the book contains many theoriep.
Mr. Wimani is a mnan of ideas and 18 not
afraid ta make them public. Hie bolieves,
as already pointed out, that though "the
power of the farmer ta purchase and pay is
less this year as compared witb 1870 by
1,500 millions of dollars," yet bis condition
will improve as his home market is increas-
od by the growth of population, and prices
are lowered by the reductian of the tarifi.
Protection was once useful, hie thinks, but
should now givo way to freer conditions.
Competition was once the life of trade, te-
day it is the death of profit. Combination
of capital and enterprise, economy of labour
and in production, has taken its place, and
in doing, so, lessened th(, openings for young
niien. Concentration of eflort, ta bis mmnd,
ia the keynote of succeas at the presenit
moment, and nu botter opportunity exista
for tbe young man than ta devote him-
self to agriculture or mining. Everything
else is crowded right up to the top, wbere
there is always supposed to bc room. To
the mari of determination, industry and
adaptability there are still plenty of chances
of sncoess,but to Il the yonng loafer," whose
bighoat achievement is a good gaine of
tennis, wbose chief aimi is to Il dawdle witb a
lot of girls," tbe future is full of uncertainty.
The flannel-trousered, cigarette-consuming
young fellows are likely to be left bigb and
dry upon tbe sanda of time. Gold mining
he especially recommenda, as brînging a
good profit, as baving heen neglected for
unknown reasons, and as producing a pro-
duet wbich can nover lessen in value or
lack a demand. Much goud advice is
summed up in this paragrapb : "Get to
college for a year, learn t.be chemistry of
nature, get posted on fertilizers instead of
frilîs, inform yourself as to implements an
the farmi instead of implements on the
gaming table or the rade track, thon hire
yourself out by the month for a year and
bonor yourself and your parents with a

perlod of real work and by that time Y01 1

will ho fitted ta bave a fifty acre farni,
pretty house and a pretty wife.

To the yaung Canadian farmer or the
son of a farmer as bwell as ta the city as 'Pit'
ant for a clerksbip, thiere is mucb to re-
member iu thia. Tho former bas the practl-
cal knowledgo already, but instead of gn1ilig
to thte uuivorsity after a B.A., and the bate
chance of a future situation as teacher Or
newspaper reporter or wbat not, how machi
better to follow Mir, Wiman's advice and
then settle down to future affluence upuo l
prairie farm in the great Nortb West.
this connection it may be said tbat the
author cansistently and continuouil
preaches bis pet doctrine of commerciAl
relations with Canada in referring ta the
general continental conditions. But hie dOs»
it fairly and squarely. No une is more
opposed to bis policy than the writetO
these lines, yet the book is une whicb U1a
ho comimended ta Canadians without fear
of any iii effect upon their national convio'
tions, for the simple reasoni that hoe states the6
problem fully and dues nat blink the inaux
issues by superficial talk regardino' ftSe
trade. Commercial union Mr. WinlJO
wants, but it must, in bis opinion, ta be
practicable, include complote freedoni O
trade between the two countries, assinliîS'
tien of their external tariffs, discrimnatiOl
againat England and similar excise 101o'
There is na danger ta Canadian autonoflY Or
loyalty in the open preseutation of 81UCb
a proposal, because it stands nu chance o!
acceptance, but the risk cames from th#s
who prate loyalty and preacb insidiougly
doctrines which inean nothing but antier
tien wben crîtically examiued.

StilI the book is not political as a wholo'
Mr. Wiman treats of a thousand and 00g
things, each interesting in itself. Hie thin 1"
the American national lebb bas not beo
really paid off in part, but sbif ted thrOugh
taxation ta the backs of the farmeraWh
now pay an intereat equal tu that of tbe îd'
tume debt. He f urnishes a striking cbapter

descriptive af the private meetings boid
between Sir Richard Cartwrigbt, lon. i
W. Longley, Mr. Blaine, Mr. Reed, 1 60ei
and others, at tbe home of Con reesI
llill-tben chairman of tbe jot '

Moans Committee at Xasingyton iît

prior to the late Dominion elections.
admissions certainly go a long, way taoV
the Conservative allegations a ta JOt

action between the 1{epnblican leaders
Wasbington and the Liheral leaders hoI
11e dwells upon the great advantage' 0 g
advertising in every lino of life and narratj
bow hoe obtained immense publicitY 00 a
benefit for certain pro jects-business %0
political-by giving oppartune banquet,
denounces inteinperance and tbe liquor ty 10
speaka of the competitian of wamflne
varions walks of life as anc of the Ol
limitations to succosa, and upon the Whol

seems ta tbink tbat apportunity has bec00
much restricted, ditficulties greatly enh~ 1
ed, and tbe Chances of Succesa )10

minimized during the last twenty Y,, *o

As ta bimself and others, bie thinks "i1

the rounded life of a man tîtat ntust fotrot
the basis of the estîmate o! his succeso 110
failure." And we eau sincerely lffpe b
concluding this necessarily imperfect 8 et6
o! an interesting book, that like tbe fa' r
in wbose future lie s0 sincerely belieVfoaM
Wiman may himself in aIl fnancial fs b
and political ambitions restricted to,', if
United States, again ho "on top' ter
energy and enterprise will do it, as the P
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