
THE WEEK. mÀy :lIst, 1888.

8A4 VONAROLA.i

WB give a most hearty welcome to this new and improved edition of Pro-
fossor Villari's Life of Savonarola, which niay now ho said to ho se good
and so complete ibat there is little chance of any considerabli3 additions or
improvements being introduced in the future. Students cf lhalian history,
and more eapecially of Florentine hi8tory, during the period of the Renais-
sance, are of necessity aware cf the profound importance of the work of
Savonarola, flot oniy in its religious, but perhaps even more, in its political
bearing. Few men have sutfered more at tho hands of adverse criticism:
few have awakened a more ardent entbusiasm in the hearts of bis adherents
and admirers. It hias been with Savonarola, as witb Cromwell and other
mon of the firat class, they have beenj judged, to a great extent, according
to the point ofview of the age in wbich the judgmnent was forrned :some-
times aise, of course, according to the prejudices cf the writer who deait
with their hiography.

Savonarula has3 been muade out, iu turn, £0 ho a charlatan, an ambitious
politician, a wild fanatic, an apastle and prophet. 'lhe popularity of
Roscoe's books on the Medici (a popularity now long on the wane) spread
abroad among a large circle of Erngli8sb readers the' unfavourable view of
the character of the great Frate. Sucir a view would hardly anywhere ho
tolerated in these days. Germian, French, Euglish, and Italian writers
have at hast agreed, with certain ditferences, te set bis charactor in a true
ligbt, as that of a mari absolutely sinicere and dev'bted to the good of his
country and of the Churcb, however mucbho nmeiiglit ho mistaken.

We have no wish to disparage the work of Rudelbach and Meier, who
frst took seriously in baud the writing cf the life of Savonarola with
careful reférence to original documrents, although tbey certainly made a
mistake in representing the Florentine reformer as a Protestant. Ner wil
any one wbo uinderstands the work douie by M. Perrens speak disrespect-
fully of the life of Savonarola whicli was written by one, whe in that book
and in bis subsequent History of Florence, showed sucb an intimate
acquaintance with his subject ;and yet it mnust ho admitted that the view
wbicb ho gave of bis hero was hardly consistent andi coherent. It must,
bowever, ho conceded that to Signor Villari belongs the distinction of
having given an absolutely historical aud unbiassed représentation of the
life and character of this remnarkable mnan.

Villari net onîy studied ahi the documents of the period bearing upen
the suhject, but printed at the end of bis volumes aIl such as were necessary
for the justifying of the opinions wbich hoe expres4ed respecting the life
and character and conduct of the man cf whoi hoe treated. The view
'wbich ho took of the position and character of Savonarela bias, since the
publication of the tiret editien of bis book, beau generally adopted, and,
perbapa with one exception, to which vie shall presently refer-was the
view adopted by George Eliot in lier grreat novai, Rornola. Perhaps mest
English-speaking persona bave got their notions cf Savoniarola from George
Eliot, more than froru auy other source. On thée whole, tbey wilh net have
gone very far astray.

Villari'si first edition was défective iii coie particular :ho had net sub-
jected sorte of the early autherities to a sutliciently critical examination.
The two lives of the Frate, attributed te Burlainacchi and Pico dolla Mir-
andola (the younger> re8pectively, were usod as cf almost equal authority.
Burlamacchi bad been a Doniniican Friar under Savonarola, andi might; ho
suppcsed to hoe a primary autherity. Rî'aders, bowever, could net belp
being struck by the fact that the auther cf this bock queted tbe work of
della Mirandola, thus sbowing the later enigin of bis own. It is te the
grat German historian and crîtie Von Ranke that we are indebted for tbe
tborougb examination and solution cf this question. Our reaiders who may
care te consuit bis admirable essay, wbicb at its appearance, some ton
years age, waa accepted as sbowing the way eut of several difficulties, will
find it in the volume cf whicb we give the title at the foet cf the page.

Villari bas, te a gréat extent, followed the guidance of Von Ranke, in
his new édition cf bio life cf Savonarola ; and he bias tuereover made use
cf a goed many documents which were previously unknown te bim, a con-
siderable number cf wbicb ho has aliet appended te tbe new volumes. On
the whole, we muet gîve the graatest praise te this new work, upon wbich
a gréat deal cf centicientieus labour bas beon exponded witb the very bést
results. In the tiret place, altbcugb we bave bandsemer volumes, the
amount cf reading is bardly iucreased by a page. Indeed, apart from the
documents, the biography seems ne longer than in the tiret edition. For
ahi this, tbere is bardly a page whicb stands as it did before. The language
is oftêin improved, statements are rmade with greater exactness, seme slig t
errors are corrected, some cf them clerical errers of the writer, seme those
cf the printer. We cannot, indeed, atfirm that none will ho found in the
new edition ; and on oue point, we wish that Signer Villari bad more
closehy followed the suggestions of Professer Ranke ; but we are sure that
little romains te ho corrected.

It wiIl probably ho known te many cf our roaders that eue cf the most
disputed incidents in the life cf Savonarola is bis interview with Lorenzo
de' Medici, at the deathbed cf the latter. Roscue and others, who folhew
Poliziano, make eut that Savonarola almnost forced bimself upon Lorenzo.
Those wbo folle fv the early biographies cf the Frate maintain that Lorenzo
sent for bim. lIt appears te us that, considoring their previeus relatious,
the latter muet certainly be the true account cf the matter. Tbere are,
hewever, two quite different acceunts cf the interview, and it must ho
admitted that there was great difficulty in disproving eitber, and aIse in
recoihiing them. If, however, Iwe are te take Pico's account cf the inter-
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view, and regard tbat cf Burlamaccbi as later, and as ccntaining legendary
mattor, as Ranke bias suggested, thon the difficulty disappears, and we are
able te say that the account given by the friends cf Savonarola is the true
one, althonigl Pohitian's account may, in some respects, supplément it.
We think, thon, that Villari bias ruade a mistake in giving us eue sentence
in the account cf tbe interview, which is net contained in the earlier
authorities, and whicb contains something which cannet bo recenciled with
the other narratives cf what teck place.

The passage te whicb we refer is that in which Lorenzo is said te bave
confessed that there were tbree sins whicli speciaily weighed upon hini, tbe
sack cf Volterra, the money taken from the Monte delle Fancialle, and
the blood that bad been shed after the ccuspiracy cf the Pazzi. Now, it
bias been objected, with some force, that ne eue was Iikely te bave knoW"
the contents cf this confession, and the objoction lias been tbougbt to
tbrow discrédit upon the whole narrative, as givan by the friands cf Savon'
virola. Now, it se happans that this passage is found in thàe biography
attributed te Burhamaccbi alone, and the reiuoval cf these few lines, wbich
may welh ho regardod as a later addition, wiIl taka away every difflcliltY
in reconciling the varicus accounts cf the interview. We hope that Signer
Villari may expunge this eue blot that we have remarked in bis admirable
nacrative.

The éther disputed point in the life cf Savonarola lias reférence te the
hast days cf bis lîfe. After bis conderunation by Pope Alexander VI. 1
Savonarola was exaînined under torture at Florence, and diflerent accOiluto
bave been given cf bis words on that occasion. Villari bias investigated
this subject witb the groatest care. Hie lias shrown clearly that the nctarl
was bribed te publish a garbhed accourît cf tira answers given by the
Frate wben subjected te the torture, and hoe bas satistied ail fair readero
that the only fault attributablo to Savonaroha was that cf having disoWned
bis prophecies. We think that here George Eliot lias either misunderstoOd
Villari (for the tiret edition cf bis work does net, on t bis point, dîffer fr00'
the second), or else she bias taken a diffl'rent view cf the character cf th'
gréat preacher. George Eliot represents Savonarola as being .doubtfuîl 01
bis own sincerity, as almost admittirig thiat hae hrad deceived. Wbat realiY
happened was this : whan hoe was questioued as te bis prophétic giftsi
under torture hoe answered that lie was not sure that tboy bad cerne feO"
God. But afterwards he doplored this admission wbich hoe saîd, bad beeln
oxtorted fromn him by the pain which lio had te endure. WVe do net
believe that Savonarola for eue moment doubted bis own sinceritY 1111d
trutbfrrlness, althougb hae may for an instant have thought hirusoîf B"S
taken in believing that the message wlîich h'v delivered was given$b
spécial and immédiate inspiration. It is quite possible for us now te hod
widely différent opinions on these subjects without thînking diflérentY o!
the character cf Savonarola himseif.

Italian schohars will do well te procura this new edition cf a werk
wbich will scon be reckoned a classic, and wbich muet for miany a daY,
perhaps forever, ho the standard biograpby cf the gréat man whoU' it
describes. W.- understand thiat an English translation wihl socu ho pub»
lished by Madame Villari, wbo, by hier translation cf baer bnsbaîid'o life
cf Machiavehli, and bier ewn article on Savonarola in the xncyciOPoed&
Britannica, bias amphy proved bier titness for tire task. C.

OUR LIBBARY TABLE.

TirE STANDARD CANrATAS. A 1-larrdbock, by George P. Upton. Chicago:
A. C. McClurg and Company.

This bock is the third cf the séries in whicb the Standard OPeras
and Standard Oratorios bave been its pradecessors. Short sketches o
the music and storios cf the cantatas are preseuted, arrd the work 18 Pr
faced by an admirable treatise on the cantata and its widely diffet
forms, front the middle cf the seventeetith century down te the présent
ora, nièh in compositions of the kind frein Gerrnan, Enghish, and AtuerioS0

pons. Mr. Upton appears te bo well-informed as te facts cf musical

bistcry, and is wisely reticent upon critical points, nover botherng the
reador witb bis ewn opinion cf this or that cantata or composer.
might have given John Francis Barnett, composer cf the tinest muisic Ye
fitted te Coleridge's Ancient Mariner, a hetter place than ha bas doue, avin
ho yields on some pages te the ternptation-a very naturai eue-cf -rating
the American composera and their work slightly cvermucb. The lok
wilh prove cf direct benetit te those who do net bave access te GroveS
Dictionary or other standard works.

HÂND-BOOK OFe COMMERCIAL UNION : A collection cf papers read before
the Commercial Union Club, Toronto, with speecbes, letters, ah
otber documents in favor cf Unrestricted Raciprecity wit h the
United States, preceded by an introduction by Mr. Goldwin Sn"iîtb
edited by G. Mercer Adamu. Toronto: ilunter, Rose and CoO
pany, 1888. O

The subject with which this volume deals, thougb professedly an e
nomical eue, bias alresdy beceme the theme cf général and animated POhit"_
cal discussion. Iu this, as weli as in éther discussions cf a qua5iPeîlt1
character, we deprecate ail partisan and ilh-considered ways cf talking, ai
in the interest cf fair play, we abject te the toc common practice cf lri
eppoents affixiug on a mevement, the professed aim cf wbich js the geflerail weal cf the country, the stigma cf troaison and imputations cf s'ioeo%
motives wbicb, have boon unroservedly disavowed. No good can Coule <
such disingenucus méthods, whether cf public discussion or cf jourialistio
criticism, and it is surely time te abandon tbem and te deail disPa$0îOfl
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