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pressure of England, Russia, Greece and tbe Christian Principalities ? No oî
thought tbat she would venture to oppose Russia witbout the assured suppo
of England. l'he Turk dies bard, and bis desperation at biaving no friend,
ail might bave led to the most terrible conflagration tbat bias ever devastate
Europe.

It is surelv surprising that so ardent a cbampion of oppressed nationaliti<
as Mr. Douglas does not rejoice at the acquisition by England of Cyprus, ail
her proposed protectorate over Asiatic Turkey. But, no, with beautiful Coi
sistency bie and bis party bemoan tbe terrible responsibilities wbichi Englan
bias taken ulpon berseif.

And does bie not suspect "la strange perversion of the buman intellect"
bis own near neiglibourbood when bie cooliy assuiles tilat the moral sense
Europe is so obtuse as to relegate to Engiand bier ancient position and wecigi
mn its councils only uipon her Ilprostituting bierseif and tramplin~ under lier fe~
justice and bumanitv "?

As a British suibject, 1 arn proud to, see England reguiating ber policy b)
facts and not by sentiment. Her destiny is largely bound up wviti tbat of lie
Eastern possessions. She must make up bier mind to bold or rellinquiisli thenl

I rejoice to see tbe reins of power in the bands of a man wbo bais th
courage to act upon tbe marly principie tbat wbat by tbe svord England lia
gained, by the sword sbe wvill retain. TU lýK.

UPWARD OR DOWNWARD?

Tbe satirists of every age blave denounced its moral sbort< omings. 'Flic
have ail wvritten as if tilere %vere a igbl moral s tand(ardl ivbicb Cjl a
some time or other lived up to, but fromn wluch tbeir pai ticuilar age lila( sadi
failen awvay. W'ben thîs sublime attitude wvas attained, is flot at ail clear. lh
sacred wvriters, wbho profess to go ck to the l>eghiiniog of tbings, are fromi firs
to last denounicing the INicked anmd adleosgenerations " amiong ~bi
tbey bappen to live ; the classic ivriters p)ut tbe Golden age of tmiversal virtu
and bappiness far back, into tbe d;nvii of history, and ini old Rome, as in mioderi
London, tbiere wvas nothing but lamentation over society fallen fromn its higi
estate, and seetbing in the foulniess of its ini(juities. Juvenal gave a l)icttre 0
oid Roule so terrible that it is demioralzing even to read it. and if ive îulay~ trus
conteniporary wvriters, tbe Elizabetban age ivas distinguisbied hi' its grossniess
tbat of tbe Cbarleses by its open and sbamiess ])rofligacy, tbat of Queen Anutm
and tbe early Georges by a polisbed refinenient in vice, tbat of tbe first gentie
mani of Europe by a violation of ail tbe decencies of life, wh'ile it is reserve(
for the Victoriani age to luxtîriate in. tbe enervating and debasing consequ1eneý
of wea tii doubtfully ainassed, and stili miore doubltfully enjoyed.

'l'lie interesting questioni is ivbetber tbe tendency of society is really l1l)%iarlý
or downwards. In otber ivords, are ive better or wvorse tban tbose ubho bav(
preceded ils? Tble satirists are not absolutely safe guides in tbis mnatter, becaus(
tbere may be a sufficient floating scumi of scandai to give a sembiance of truti
to tbeir sneers witbout society being absolutely rotten to tbe core. We bave t(
look tbe facts presented to us in our daily experience fully in tbe face, and t(
formi our own conclusions. Tbese, 1 arn sorry to say, are flot very favourabkE
to the times we live in. It is impossible but to believe that there mulst bt
some founidation for tbe stories beard everywbere, and boidly stated in print, aý
to the intrigues and liaisons of some of tbe more distinguisbed personages of the
land. Undue familiarity on the part of menîbers of the Court and aristocracy
witbi tbe 'fotties and Lotties, tbe Carnies and Poilies of the stage, is, to say tbe
least of it, a bad sign. Iii London it is only necessary to go into the Row of
an afternoon to see tbe equipages of tbe most notorious courtezans--vulgar,
low-bred women, raddled up to the eyes, loud in dress, and flashing iii jewellery...
and to mark tbe glances wbicb pass between them and members of tbe Upper
Ten, to be satisfied that ail is far from rigbt in tbeir relations, and tbat men of
position are abusing their rank and wealthb ly forming connections wbicb stamp
tbem witb disgrace. Another bad sign is tbe toleration wbicli this sort of tbing
meets witb from ail classes. People buy witlî alacrity journals started solely to
pander to the iowest taste for prurient gossip-journals reeking ivith scandai and
inuendo, with the garbage of society-gossîp, and details of the foulest iniquities
served up with the sauce tiquante of polisbed irony. It makes it none the
better that tbe papers adopt a bigbly virtuous tone, and affect to give tbe
grossest facts and suggestions, ini the imterests of morality, forsootb i Their
moral system is like that of joseph Surface, as exposed by Lady Teazle in IlThe
School for Scandai," wben sbe says : " Then I perceive that your prescription is
that 1 must sin in my own defence, and part with my virtue to preserve My
reputation."1 Ail these disclosures of infamy, ail these frequent details of vice,

aegvnin order tbat people who would have been ignorant of te a e
them by heart and profit by the iessomi wbmcb, in proportion as it pollutes, is
supposed to purify 1 One of tbe severest of these preachers is notoriously living
with an actress; another was a bankrupt solely through, preferring his own
indulgences to the claims of bis creditors; and of half of tbem it may be said
with truth that they are eminently fitted for their posts through baving graduated
i vice and so qualified themselves for exposing ail its alluren*dts-in the

interests of virtue 1
Literature of this kind is weîî supplemented by novels of the most lasciv-

ious fibre and poems which in a healtby state of society would be burned by
the common bangman. Art follows suit, and tbe Drama cornes well up for a
final place in the race for popular favour by pandering to the coarsest tastes.
But the worst symptom of ail is that legislation plays into the bands of those
underniining the public Morais by luiling tbe unsuspecting public into a belief
that these rnorals are being carefully looked after.

But are these only trifies on the surface, or do they indicate any greater
depth of immorality? That is the question,~ anid it is sad to have to admit that
eveiy glimpse we get of that bigher life, which sbould be also, the purer life of
the country, shows us that it is rotten to the core. Th e revelations of the
Divorce Court are absolutely sickening. Only recently a divorce was applied
for by a lady of the rnost exalted rank, on grounds so revolting that the case
had to be heard witb closed doors. It could flot be taken in public, and, it
could flot be reported in the newspapers. It was too shocking. It has been
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ne followed up by the latest scandai, the Aylesford case, in which the Earl of
rt Ayiesford, fouind guilty of adultery, sought a divorce from blis wife, the Countess,
at also found guilty of adultery ivith the Marquis of Blandford, and tbe Court
~d refused the divorce, finding that the parties had acted in collusion to obtain it,

so that the charming couple might get free, and the parties ail rouind might go,
es flot to Ilsin no more," but, as it would seem, to indulge their inclination to, their
*d bieart's content. 'l'le scandai. bias been enormous, yet w iv ili venture to say
n- that Il society " takes it quitc coolly-the parties wiil assurediy not be Ilcut " by
d their circie-and it is doubtfui wvhether even a word of admonition wiii be

received by the Eari from any dignitary of the Cliurch, for the sufficing reason
nl that bis iordsbip) boids the patronage of seven livings, and the people of as
of miany parishes are (lependerit on bis whim for their spiritual sustenance, which.
it naturaily endlears imii to the Cburch!

et Looking to these and other revelations daily made-lookng to the general
toue of society, 1 an iniciined to believe that there is a very determinied downi-

y wvard moral tendency in tbis age. The tbing is hard to guage. If there
~r ever ivas a standard to go by in these matters, it bias long since disappeared.
i. 'L'lie gradations, too, are' so subtie. 'lble Latin poet dwells on tbe ease with
e %hich ive descend fromn the higber levels of goodness into tbe Stygian blackness
.s of cvii ; anid it not seidomi happens that a nation bias gone irretrievably down

whiie it i)elieves itself stili on the sbinling lieights. In our case tbe indications
aire înost significant, and it behoves us to study the lesson of old Rome, which,
enervated by luxury, pamipered by indulgence, gorged with wealtb, and moraliy
rotten to the core, suddenly coilapsed, and ieft bebind only a name and a
warning,-an emipty namie and a warning ivhicb tbe wvorld lias received only to

vignore. RiUPFRT.

BISHOP LATIMER.

t Bisiîop L~atimîer wvas bori abotut tlîe year 1480, and on the i6th of October,
i 1555, ivas i)urne(l alive at the stake, by tue decrec of l)loody Mary. He was a

u lomelv anid îainftîi preaclier, of a cbaracter singularly fearless and intrepid.
i ()n one occasion lie boidiv denotuuced from tue pulpit the appointnîent of

i>bisiiops and other distîn-uislîed ecclesiasties to lay, oflices, antI more especialiy
f to places in tbe init, d(luring, tbe reigmi of Eclward VI. ln coie of bis sermons
t oi th ibe mnîmber of unîopeaclîing prelates, lie said:

" uit tlîey are othervîse occupied ; soi-e iin king's matters ; sonie are
ailasý:ailors, some of the PrivY Couincil, sonie to furnisli the court; some are
lordls of i'arliaient ; somne arc presideuts, some controliers of miîîts. WTelI,

I weII, is tlîis their diuty ? Is this tlîeir oflice? Is tbis their calling ? Sbould we
i bave iiiiniisters of tue Church t0 be controllers of mints? is tlîis a meet office

for a priest tiîat lîatlî the cure of souils ? I stihis bis charge? 1 would liere ask
ionie questioni 1 wotild fain kîiotv whio controlieth the devil at home at ]lis
panisl, while lie controlleth the mnint ? If the aposties mliglît flot leave the
office of preachiîîg to the deacons, shall onîe leave it for nîinting ? I cannot tell
)'oti* But the saying is, tlîat since priests bave been minters, nîoney iîatb been

tworse tlîan it was before 1
In another part of bis discourse, the good l3islîop proceeds to ask
"Is tbere îîever a nobleman to be a Lord President but be must be a

prelate ? Is there neyer a wise ni in the realm to be a coîîtroller of the
uîint ? I speak it to yotîr slîame; 1 speak it to your sbme. If tiiere be neyer
a wise nian, make a water-bearer, a tinker, a cobbler, a slave, a page, the
coutroiler of tue mint. Make a mnean gentleman, a groomi, a yeomîan, make a
pool' beggar, L ord President. 'I'lus I speak, not tlîat I would have it so, but
to your shaine, if there be neyer a gemntleman meet îîor able to be Lord
President. F~or wby are not the nobiemnen and young gentlemen of England
s0 brougbt up in knowledge of God and in learning that tbey might be able to,
execute offices in the commonwealth ? Yea, and there be already noblemen
enougbi, thougli not so Many as I could wish, to be Lord Presidents ; and wise
men enougb for tbe mint. And as unineet a tbing it is for bishops to be Lord
Presidents, or priests to bie minters, as it was for the Corinthians to plead
îîîatters of variance before beathen judges.

I t is aiso a slander to the nobiemen, as though tbey iacked wisdom and
learning to be able for such offices, or else were no men of conscience, or else
were flot meet to be trusted, and able for such. offices. And a prelate bas a
cbarge and cure otberwise ; and therefore he cannot discbarge bis duty and be
a Lord President too. I'or a presidentsbip requireth a whole man; and a
bisbop cannot be two men. A bishop bas bis office, a flock to teach, to look
unto; and therefore hie cannot meddle witb another office, whicb alone requires
a whole man; be sbould therefore give it over to whom it is meet, and labour
in bis own business ; as Paul writes to, the Thessalonians, ' Let every man do
bis own business, and foilow bis calling.' Let the priest preacb, and the noble-.
man bandle the temporal matters. Moses was a marvellous muan, a good mian:
Moses was a woiiderful man, and did bis duty, being a married, man: we iack
such as Moses was. Weil, I would ail men would look to their duty as God
bath called tbem, and then we should have a fiourishing Christian commonweal.

"And now I would ask a strange question: Wbo is the most diligent
bisbop and prelate mn ail Eneland ' that passes ail the rest ini doing his officeP
I can tell, for 1 know wbo it is; I know bum weli. But now I think I sec you
listening and hearkenin~ tat I sbouîd name him. There is one that Psses ail]
other, and it the mos diligent prelate and preacher in ail England. ,And will ye
know wbo it is ? I will tell you-it is the dcvii. He is the rnost diligent
preacher of ail others ; be is neyer out of his diocese ; he is neyer froni hie
cure; you shall never find bini.unoccupied; be is ever.in his parish; he keeps
residence at aIl tirnes ; you, shahl neyer find hini out of the way; cail for hin2.
when you will he is ever at borne. He is tbe most diligent preacher in ail,
the realm; be is ever at bis plough; no iorcling nor loiterin~ can hinder bu;
be is ever applying bis business; you shaîl neyer find bui le I warrant you.-
And bis office is to hinder religion, to maintain superstition, to set up idoiatry,
to teach ail kinds of Popery. He is rcady as can be wisbed for to set forth his
plougb ; to devise as Marty ways as can be to deface and obscure God's glory.
Wbere the devil is resident, and ha bis plougb going, there away with
books and Up with candies; away with Bibles and Up with beads; away
with the ligbt of the Gospel and up with thxe light of candles, yea,
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