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The pleasure excursion season is over, and it is almost a miracle
that there lias been no serious accident. As a rule the boats have
been wonderfuliy patronized, considering their general liabiiity ta
accident. Boat after boat lias been laid up for repairs, sornetimes
seriously damnaged, sometimes slightly. Last week the steamier
IlEmpress of India " bad ta corne back fromn Hamilton, withi a body
of excursionists, with only one paddle working. Two or three others
are at present disabled, but are ta be refitted and overhauled ta do
duty next summer. One of the crazy boats is twenty-six years of age,
and was brought from another part of Canada, very likeiy because hier
unsafe state was too well appreciated. Several of the used-up Toronto
boats have ieft the Queen City for parts unknown, their value being
thorougbly understood here. It is a mystery wbere ail the fine-looking
broken-down boats corne froni. The worst part of the affair is that
those boats which prove the most unsafe are generally faund ta have
been set down as nz boats. There ought ta be some way of disco-
vering ta the public the capacity of ail pleasure and excursion boats,
together with their age and comparative safety, for the great body of
pleasure-seekers are entirely at sea with regard ta these matters.

A large item in the expenses of entertaining the Rochester City
Council when tbey did us tbe honour of visiting us and aur exhibi-
tion, wvas for wine. The Rochester Civic Council have sent us a reso-
lution of thanks for the "1princely entertainment," and the niggardly
portion of the comimunity want ta knoxv if xvine mecans Ilprincely
en tertain nient." IlPrinceiy entertainnient is a first-rate thing when
it costs nothing, but if it is at ail expensive, leave it out ; and as thue
winter is coming on, and a consequent amount of mud wiil be found in
the streets, use the surplus ta the best advantage and buy macadam
for the streets." That is what the niggardly portion of the coinmunity
said when they heard that certain foreign civic bodies were ta be
entertained at the expense of the city.

Any one at ail conversant with Toronto miatters, or who bas Iived
in Toronto for the last ten years, must have noticcd that two or thiree
times every year the subject of new court bouses is broachied with an
evident newness, as if the idea had struck somebody for the first time.
The Globe says : "lThe Court Hanse question is again exciting atten-
tion," or in other words, the Court House question is again arrcsting
attention. It is ta be hoped the Corporation of Toronto will huime-
diately join with the County Council and endeavour ta arrive at sortie
definite conclusion in regard ta new court bouses, as tbe present
buildings are a disgracc, and are not of sufficient accouint ta menit tbe
name they bear.

Tbe people of Montreai bave got ahead of Torontoa; their railway
ta cannect witb Lake Nipissing, ta intercept the traffic of the Canada
Pacific, muust cansiderably damage the Ontario capital, it is said, and
sa the Toronta City Caunicil bave memorialized the Ontario Legisia-
turc, requesting that body ta take inta consideration tbe inimediate
claims of the Ontario Pacific Junctian Railway upon tbeir support.
A reply fromi Mr. Mowat's administration wviil be eageriy looked for,
for the Nortbern Raiiway and the citizens of Toronto do niot mnuch
relisb being left out in the coid, when the syndicate wbo are ta con-
struct tbe Canada Pacific Railway have fulfilled their part of the
agreemniit. ______________

And now it is being generally talked about by persans whose
word bas no weight, including the Mail newspaper, that instead of
expending $500,ooo upon new Pariiamentary buildings in tbe Park,
one-haif of that sum bc set aside ta turn the present Lunatic Asylumn
into Parliament buildings. The nation at first appeared ta be worthy
an inniate of that institution, but second thoughts prove tbe suggestion
more valuable. The Queen's Park is too small for such large buildings,
as the new Parliament bouses must necessarily be ; the Lunatic
Asylum grounds stop the growtb of the city, as the grounds are three
quarters of a mile in extent. The lunatics tbemselves are an annoy-
ance ta the vicinity, and must sooner or later be moved ; and with a
sumn iess than one-half tbat necessary ta erect new Parliament build-
ings, the present Lunatic Asylum conid be s0 altered ta answer every
purpose internaily and externaily. Queni City'.

TRADE-FINANCE-STATISTICS.

THE ZADKIEL'S ALMANAC 0F THE GRAIN TRADE.

"The latter is thse principal cause of thse delay of thse California export movement,
while in California there bas been a combinat ion of causes that have checked the movement
of thc new crop of winter and spring wheat fromn the Atlantic States."-Ne7o York Produce

E-.%chiing,', 17th .SePt., 1880, Gth sentence, isi colurnn, ist page.

The above is a fair sampie of the narrative style of the officiai. If the
Sacramento .Bee is ta be trusted, a scarcity af wheat is nat anc of tbe causes
that contribute ta check the mavement from the Atlantic States of California.
It says :

"1The fact that the whcat crap of this State wvill be much greater than even thse Most
sanguine anticipated a few months ago is receiving daily demonstration. Along every line
of travel, bath by water, rail, and waggon road, are accumulating great piles of grain await-
ing shipments. New warehouses have been put up in tnany places, and so rapidly filled that
tIse farmers are crying for marc. Persons well pasted in matters of this kind inform us that
thse wheat yicld of California this year will be in the neighbaurhood of ane million tons.
lier surplus for shipment will probably amount ta 900,000 tans."

On which the Toronto Mail af 17th Sept. i88o, camments as faiiows:
IlIt should be remembercd that this surplus is equivalent ta 30,000,000 bushels, against

i9,000,000 l)ushels surplus last year; and that wvhile Oregan's exportable surplus last year
was 6,ooo,aao bushels, this year's lias been estimated at 5,000,000 bushels more. If these
estimates should be realized, the Pacifie States will have 16,ooo,ooo hushels more wheat
for shipment than in 1879. An addition of 2,000,000 quarters of Californian wheat ta the

(liantity of Californian wheat ta be offered in English markets-being probably from one-
eighth ta one-sixtb af the total imports needed in the coming harvest-year--cannot fait ta
have an important influence on English prices."

If this were an isalated instance of careiess diction or typographicai error
we might be accused of hypercriticism, but when we find an ever-recuirring
laxity of statement and a succession of mistakes in figures-ail tending in anc
direction and neyer carrected-we are justified in assumning that the aim of this
pretentiaus publication is ta mystify its readers. Na grain statistics pubiished
in America are so extensively quoted, and the injury donc iast ycar by its
distorted and onc-sided views an the foad-suppiy situation ivas almost incalcu-
lable. Vet there was almost aiways ta be found among the chaif some grains
of wheat that could be paraded and crowed over as occasion required. Its
forecast of the United States and Canada surplus available for Europe was
perhaps the ncarest ta resuits, but its estimatcd dcficiency of sixty-tbrce and a
haif millions between tbe supply and demand of the whole world was the most
extravagant and incorrect of ahI the estimates.

''ie latter haif of September seems ta be about the time wvhen tbe mystifi-
cation necessary ta manipulation should commence, and wc se symptams
already. If the advance movement is ta get a grip at ail it must be mainly on
English requirements, and it therefore seems necessary ta prave-first, that
Engiand required 24,000,000 of quarters for actuai consumption in 1879-i880,
and wiIl probably need mare in i88o-i88i ; second, that she had ta draw iargeiy
upon hier reserves during the cercal year ending 31 st August; and third, that
bier wants are mainiy supplied by the United States. The correctness or incor-
rectness of these propositions is of paramount importance, and the abject of
the folIowving figures is ta enable auir readers ta form independent conclusions.

Fi-st : With regard ta the assertion that the Englisb consumptian is
24,000,000 quarters, it can anly be said that it is pure assertion unsupported
by any proof, and at variance with carefuil calculations made by other authori-
tics. Messrs. Patterson Brothers & Ca. of Liverpool estimated 22,717,414

quarters ;Mr. Duncan Stewart. 12,443,750. It is, bowevcr, in the power of
the "lofficiai" ta prove in a perfectly satisfactary manner exactiy what the
cansumptian wvas. We shall see in detail under the second hcad that the net
imports and home deliveries, from Ist Sept. 1879 ta 3ist Aug. î88o, were
22,594,445 quarters. There is very little chance for errar in this, as the net
inmports are from Custom House returns, and the home deliveries arc s0 smll
that whatever variation front rigid fact there may be in multiplying by four, the
total of the reports from 150 principal towns in Engiand and Wales is reduced
ta a minimum. Add ta the 22,594,445 thus obtained the decrease in stocks
betiveen ist Sept. 1879 and ist Sept. i88o, and we obtain an estimate of con-
sumption that is near cnough for ail practicai purposes. If the -officiai"' is
correct there shauid be a decrease in stock of 1,405,555 quarters==î 1)244)440

bushels ; but in reports already pubiishcd there is notbing ta justify the assump-
tian that there is any such decrease. Let us sec.

In tluis issue of 1 7 th Sept. we have the following comparative statement
of stocks on ist Sept. To simplify investigation we have reduccd centais and
quarters of wheat, and barrels and sacks of flour, ail inta busheis of wheat

1880. 1879.,
Liverpool..............2,755,o65 3,572,434

Glasgow................778,460 '645,245
Bristol (no flour reported) , . 261,472 210,272

Total.............3,794,997 4)427t951

Decrease in t88o..............632,954

Liverpool stocks migbt have been expected ta decrease, as the trade has
been going ta other ports. Glasgow increased-flour inciuded-and Bristol
shows an increase witbout any note of flour. It must flot be forgotten that


