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We have been in receipt of several let.
ters of inquiry in reference to the form of
Collectors’ Roll required to be provided

under section 4 of the Assessment
Amendment Act of 1896. In our
opinion no change in the form of

the roll is required. The amendment
is only to be considered when the
councils of towns and eities pass a by-law
In accordance therewith. We would re-
commend clerks to read the section care-
fully, and endeavor to apply its provisions

in a practical way before preparing the
by-law.

*

% %
The council of the township of Sullivan
has published a comprehensive by-law res-
the publie health, together with the
checking the spread of con-
tagious and infectious diseases, and hints
on methods for dealing with municipal
and house wastes. This takes the place
of the by-law provided for in the appendix
to the Public Health Act. The following
Is one of the sections introduced in the
bydaw in addition io those provided for by
the Aet :

“All school houses within the munici.
pality shall be whitewashed a¢ least once
every year, the floors scrubbed at least
twice a year, the said floors to be swept at
Roon and after school hougs on  every
teaching day, the trustees to see that
the wells are ke?t

ul

clean, and the water
pure and health

» and that the privy
vaults be cleaned out twice a year, on or

before the 15th day of May, and after the
tst day of November ; and from the 15th
day of May, to the st day of Novemember
be thoroughly dig-
privy once a month,
pounds of sulphate of ¢

wo pailfuls of water, o
t nfectant.”

not less than two
opper dissolved in-
t other suitable dis-
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Municipal Clerks in England.

“ The Position and Salaries of Clerks of
Councils” is the title of an interesting
paper in the last issue of 7%e Councillor,
the leading organ of local govern-
ment in England. The municipal clerks
of Ontario are in the same position as
their brothers across the sea, and the
following extracts from the paper, which is

the first of a series, will be of general
interest :

“It is apparent to all that the passing of
the Local Government Act, 1894, con-
ferred many additional powers on local
authorities in rural districts. As a matter
of fact, the act more than doubled the

work carried on by the predecessors of
rural district councils,

#* * *

“It has, 1 believe, been officially stated
that, without the valuable assistance ren-
dered by clerks in interpreting and advis-
ing councillors on the intricate provisions
of the new act, the measure would have
been a total failure, 1In many unions it is
& common practice for clerks to parish
councils and parish councillors, as also
chairmen and members of patish meetings,
to call upon the clerk of the rural district
council to. advise them in his official
capacity upon questions as to the con-
struction of Acts of Parliament, and other
matters appertaining to their duties. It is
perfectly clear that this forms no part of
the oﬁici_al duties of the clerk to the R. D,

Gy bu.t it is notorious that it has been,
and still continues to be done.”

* * *
“The office of clerk is an onerous and
difficult post ; it needs a cool head and

calculating mind,
it must possess a th
acquaintance with t

The officer who holds
orough and practical

he numerous Acts of
Parliament which govern our sanitary

laws. When we reflect that the Public
Health Act, 1875, contains over 300 sec-
tions and that new statutes kindred to the
subject are passed every year, it will be
readily conceded that it needs a compe-
tent and well-trained mind to advise
and  unravel the complications  of
our sanitary legislation. But the new local
Government Act b accentuated this state
of things. Thig comprehensive measure
has simply incorporated whole Acts of Par-
liament without re-enacting them in the
act itself, creating a precedent of ambigu-

ous draughtsmanship and a chaotic mass

of legislation scattersd over volumes of
b and Acts of Parliament. In
addition to this, the case law on the subject

18 quite as extensive as the Public Health
Acts themselves, puzzlin

) gnotonlythe ablest
barristems, but the most learned *adges.”
L * *

“The remarks recently made]by the Lord
Chief Justice in the House of Lords, on

a Bill prepared and brought in to elucidate
and define the meaning of sewer, will be
appreciated by all officials. He practically

were
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