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and the àffections. In many instances where the outward
conduct continues the sane, the real change of character
is equally great.

I have said, in nine cases out of ten, tha.t snch will be
the resuit; perhaps I rnight have used even stronger lan-
guage, for there are very few persons who are not imder
the necessity, sooner or later, of that strong moral exercise,
through which, by the blessing of God, the worldly and
selfish heart becornes religions. Sometirnes it is a violent
and 'Short struggle, sometimes a slow and laborions self-
discipline ;'sometirnes we eau tell the day and the hour
when it begins, and sornetimes we almost doubt whether
it lias comrnenced or flot, nntll it is accomplishied. But
with nearly ail, ini sorne way or other, the change must
be accornplishied frorn the earthiy to the spiritual, ftr
the worldly to the religions, from the selfish te the self-
denying character, after we have corne to the years of
conscious self-direction.

In a few instances, equally rare and beautifuil, the de-
velopment of our nature is so healthy, that the soi-l, almost
from the first, asserts its rightful snprernacy. This is sonie-
time's the resuit of pn-re Christian influences, the wise.
training of parents, the example of good and pions teachers,
which. may be called the hnman agency by which the
Divine Spirit is working. Sornetîrnes;- even when sur-
rounded by the xvorst influences of sin, in the deus of ini-
quity, or i the higli places of worldliness, the child is seen
te grow up with a]most stainless purity, through somne
mysterions gniding of which. it is flot conscious, but which,
leads heavenward, as by an angel's- hand. In such cases
there seemns neyer to be a strn.ggle between the flesh and
the spirit. The seul 'grows Up to the heavenly lifee al-


