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as I live. A checerful outlook, inded.
"i\'cDuiff liaci been showiing s igns of

inicreclulity several tinies cluring the story
and niox l)roke out: 'Do you expeet 11ie
to l)Clieve thiat?' Why, to niy certain
knlowledgc, you liaven't seen any such
l)icture in the last twenty-four hiours.
Say, Asquith, that's enloughrl."

"Ail riglit , gentlenien," Asquithi con-
ttiud, "),ou are îîot forced to believe
nme. As a matter of fact, you have licard
only liaif the story. I hiave yet to cx-
l)laili hiow we got rid of the curse."

"Ail riglit, Asquith, nîo offence nîcant,"
said the Coloniel, 'Iet's hiave the rest of
it. I would like to hlear how yotu got
out of the fix.",

.Asquith rcsuînied as follows: Gold-
smîldt ald 1 (11( some close calculatingb
anl WC dccided to let iVcCli for thiat
Nvas the nainc of our red-hiaired frieiîd,
inito the secret rio-lt away. We took<
itu ýasi(le, aid thlen, Goldsmidt and I

\\,Ciit ýal)out it as delicately as possible,
explaiing piece 1y Piece flic exact situ-

ation. I\I Coll cs a cool, quiet sort
of mai,. witli a quait senise of humour,
al(l Ili scelmc(1 to treat the whlole tlling(

asa jokeC. I-e lhdnt slept, for twvo
nihî. lil \vas (ICStifle(l to leave Ber-

li t tw\'clvc ()clocký thlat (la\', but lie
tlhrC\\ Upl b Iis al))oltmlenlt. nieverthecless.
i-le id(llit C(l ail 'that, anid more too.
( raduai GoldISmII(Il l)rouglit hlmii round
to the seriouis sidec of thle butsiniess, andi
wVe thrtec putt ouIr hica(s togoetiier, the
reut M)cigta Goldsmidt aind I ao-rced

wîth NI It thait there miust be sonie
wav F aoni, for l)onatcllis (jlabolicllj kaii OliCe WC hla< (llC tis, thje

POwcr ~ ~ C of.1rvcg ol be iio more.
For hie xt fc\\ (lavs; we fie inlves-
tîcl lîîgti al lomv, andlç hnlally trace(

file couirse Of flic pitr a froîîî
the g-allerv to the bjaron, froni, the baroni

ho a lucleof bs, holad lcft it to lm
whe lc (iclctho to a, pictuire dealer,

then, back to olle of theC llsen its Of
the Donlatelli, and atr ucitrciî

'111( (lîî n lle t iî a bec" co n[ceiveci
iii SCXCCIitC(lý

s tc lI 1 0  t i s, it s o n d e , b u[ t n o0
snc lîin. YeaIl iladç to tra£vel iii flic
san eovc~aiîceat the sa1lleC tii 0 , so

as tiot to be sel)aratecl ; the w1Ctchedl
cause of the trouble, in the sanie convey-.
anice aforesaid; hiac ail to, be on- ianid
at nioon evcry day to, view flhe thinig,
hiad to live in the sanie hotels and homses.
I tell you, it wvas no0 joke.

It once happeneci that I forgot to \vindc
my w'atclî, and Mihen txvelvc o'clock ar-
rived, I xvas far from the picturc, iln
facti it w'as in a Turkishi bath establish-
ment. Youi have by tlîis timie been ývon-_
derinig why we ail xvent to see the thino-
at twelve o'clock. This littie incidet
of the Turkishi bath xviii givc aui idea of
wliat hiappened if we di(I tot ttn ii)
on tinie.

I hecarci twelvc o'ciock strilce, andi sud-
clenly I noticed the attenldants changae,
growing lonîger and thiliner, grinning bat
ie an(l digin me witli thecir eves ; righit
into nîy very soul it scenlie(. Thev
grev miore anci more likec the mian iii the
l)ictui-e. more and stili more, tintil I was
terrified l)cyon(l nîcasu re. Ruslig- froni
the room I' seizeci somcoîîe's clothes, iiot
miy ownl, ail(l jumnîiîg inito a lpair of
trousers, and with a towel arotind miv
shoulders , I tore to our lodginigs like
nia(1.

Ail the way the nianii i the pictuire
-Secmled to chase me. I reaclied thc p)ic-
turc, feasted nîy eves, and graduailv camýile
to mv proper senses.

A-nyway, to make a long tale shiort,
we nianagled to get 1101(1 of the rooin iii
WilhicIi the picture lîad been painted, mfl(,
thiank God, it xvas the sanie one iii whichi
Doniatcllj's miasterpiece had also l)eefl
created.

Tule Dubois couple coulci do iîothing,
s0 upon, the rest of uis depended the cuire
of Doniatelli's revenge. The rooîii il'
question wvas a big panelled affair, witli
a fire place, andi a big picture over it,
an(l a fexv bits of aid furniture, incluid-
imng a bookecase witîî several. rows of
anlcien t Volumes. McColl examinied the
books, Goldsmiclt feit the panelling for
secret Pockcts, anci I conteniplated' the
fire place. Sudclenly an iclea struck 111e.
Taking. ott niy penknife J stuck it InItO
the pic turc above nie, and to nîly inftCs
joy, a big piece of paint flakeci off-, dis-
piaying the sanie texture as Donatclli's


