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It is pleasing to notice that in
his note to the Deputy Adjutant
General expressing bis satisfaction
at the turn out at the divine service
parade of the Monitreal brigade on
Sunday, the 27th, Maj.-Gen. Gas-
coigne, besides complimentiîîg the
meni on their cleanliness, smnart-
ness and steadiness, took occasion
to remark upon the punctuality
witli which the various corps liad
paraded. Punc"tnality is a most
important virtue in miilitary mat-
ters, and it is to be regretted that
it has not always been firînly
enough insisted upon ini the Ca-
nadian inilitia. Commianding offi-
cers have thoughtlessly encouraged
the natural tendency to disregard
the practice of punctuality by Cali-
ing parades for a quarter of an
hour or even haif an hour before
they had any intention of having
the " fait in " sounded. Men miay
soon get to look for this sort of
thing always, and strict punctuality
cannot be expected. The " fall in "
shiould be sounded at the very
second for which parades are ad-
vert ised.

It is sincerely to be regretted that
the cereinonies connectcd with the
inauguration of the Chi ateauguay
monument wvere îîot better inaix-
aged anîd nade more of. But for
the presetîce of the Moîîtreal gar-
risoli artillery the cereniony woul(t

have been a very small affair and
altogether unworthy of tlw occa-
sion. Lieut.-Col. Cole and his offi-
cers deserve every credit for the
assistance they rendered in making
tliis occasion memorable. But the
event warranted a demonstration
of mucli larger proportions. As
the battie of Chateauguay saved
Montreal from capture for the time
being, the municipal authorities of
Montreal might well have been ini-
vited to participate in the cere-
mony, and as a matter of fact sur-
prise was expressed in the city
council that an invitation had not
been receîved. It is well that we
should mark oui liationa! battie-
fields with monuments to recail to
posterîty the fact that Canadian
blood lias been shed to keep the
old flag flying ; but we should cer-
tainly give to the inauguration of
these memorials some dignity and
importance. -

The brigade church parade at
Montreal furnished an eloquent ob-
jeet lesson on the blissful disregard
of the standard cadence by the
reginiental bands of the Caniadian
militia. Thiere were no two brass
bands of the six on parade that
observed the same temps, and
there was alîniost as mucli diversity
of opinion on the saine vital sub-
ject among the bugle and fife and
druni bands. The whole way to
and from church the greatest diffi-
culty wvas observed in preserving
the intervals between corps. Quick
mai ching reginmetnts would catch
up to the slower oxies ini a few
minutes, and orders to mark time
and to hiaît were reildered fre-
quently necessary. Standard met-
ronoînes should be furnishd to al
of the regimiental bands in the ser-
vice, and the observance of the
regulation tempos and leîîgth of
space strictly insisted upon. A
thorough musical inspection of
reginieutal bands and a regulation
of tlîeir repertoires of marches
would appear to be very inucll
needed. Our bands are given too
muchi to playing flond Ainerican
and En'ropean marches, frequently
of very trashy style and generally
destructive of steady and coni-
fortable niarclîing.

The presence of Mr. Duif-Grant,
of the Snîokeless Powder Company
(ihnited), ini Canada with a vicw
of iîîduciîîg the governmcut to at

least give rifleite a trial with thç
Lee-Metford rifles naturally giveg
rise to the expression of the wish
that the militia department wîll
not act hastily in blindly following
the lead of the War office at home
ini adopting cordite as the explosive
for the new arm. Lt is to be hoped
that the department before taking
any steps wiIl probe the old cordite
scandais to the bottom, and insist
upon being advised as to the suc-
cess attending the use in India of
the large quantity of rifleite which
Lord Roberts insisted upon lîaving
sent out for the Inidian troops.
The most serious charges against
cordite are that its corrosive in-
fluence upon* rifle and gun barrels
is very destructive, and that it is
itself so seriously damaged by ex-
treme climatie changes such as we
have in Canada as to render it coin-
pletely useless. If these charges
are true we do not want cordite in
Canada.

Now that the infantry of our force
is in fair way of being armed
with a modemn rifle, what does the
departinent propose to do towards
effectively re-armning the field artil-
lery ? The present muzzle-loadig
nine-pounder field guns are about
as antiquated now as the old Sîider,
and accordiing to the reports of
Maj.-Geni. Herbert, the artillery is
the miost efficient branch of the
service.

Lt is pleasing to notice by the
reports of Maj.-Gen. Gascoigne's
speech at the brigade mess at Mon-
treal that the General bias so soon
discovered that ini the Honi. Mr.
Dickey the militia bas a political
chief initensely devoted to the iii-
terests of the force. The force bad
already a pretty shirewd opinion
that ini Mr. Dickey they had at
last a mninister who took a real,
lively iîîterest in the militia, and
we are ail pleased to fiud that our
good opinion of Mr. Dickey is borne
out by the General. Wliatever
Mr. Dickey's good iiîtentiois iay
be, however, hie will not b.- able to
acconîplisli uiuîch without lie lias
the backinig of parliamient, and we
slîould iniake it our personal busi-
niess to see thiat lie lias ail the sup-
port lie wats. Betwecn tlîis anid
the opeing of parliaîiienit we eaiu
(I0 incli towards securinig parlia-
iîncitary recogniitioni of the require-
ients of the iniilitia by inifluenciing

ou-i local niieinîers of parlianient tq


