
DOMINION MEDICAL MONTIJLY

hundred medical conceptions of insanity. To practicallv ev-ery
nman will tbe word " inisanit" carry a connotation differing froin
thar to cvery other. But to tho law the fact tbat a man lis insane
is as indifferent as that 1w bas a broken le,. TEle tioctor with bhis
patient is wholly occupied witb bis condition and bow best to
rernedy it, irrespective of bow others inay bc affected; the laxv is
conicerncd witb bow lic will pcrform. bis duties toward others,
anti insist on bis own riglits, but is wbolly indilferent to bis
condition of health in itself.

" If it sliould llapl)cn that a Judge werc to ho called in by
a iedical inan to assist iii the treati-rent of an insane man, ho
wouild necessarily follow ont the metbods of medical treatuicut.
And so, wberc a ]ncdical man is called upon to assist in tbe ad-
mninistration of the law, be mutst adapt binîiseif for that occasion
to tlic principles of the Law. N cirlir J ii(ge nor lawycr itced,
wbile assisting iii thc province of tbe othcr, abandon tbe views
lie bolds iii bis own p)rovince, nor docs lic. To the iniedical nman
tbe insane person is a sick man to bo treated for bis disease, and
it is a matter of indifferencc wbether he is a crirninal or not; to
the Judgre it is a niatter of indifforence wvlether a prisoner or a
litigant be insanc or not, tlic questioni is, is ho calpable of making
al contract, is lic resiioiisiltle for bis acts ý"''

Thore are, as a ride, oiilv thrce cases in wbieh w'alt of menctal
capacity wvî11 co.ne iii que stion: responsibility for crime, cap-
acity to niiakçe a wîill, andi capacîty to entcr ilito a contract. Curi-
oiisly enotigli, it is oiily ii die' first that we fiiud ii ica(l moui
finding fauit withi tlue law. lu the otber cases I have nover seen
or lieartl of any compiflaint. -Nor lias theýre bcen any complaint
tbat those supposed to be inisane are civilly liablc, in damages for
their acts, just as one who imintentionally struick anotbor would
be. It is onlv ' VlieIt respolisi bilitv crmia y for aci s eûmnes
ini question tbat \Ve finid anl collision of views ; and tiiot 1 ven-

T The quotation is fromn ân article of niv oO 5. w ritten at the reatmeq Of thew 1-teneur-
able the Provincial Secretary, buot ilt tie instance of my dear friend, Dr. Bruce Smith.
\Vhen Btrave Snuitli (lied, ontario l0st a llefUl and faitliful public, servant, tie naedcal
profession an ornanment, 1, in comimon w'itb ini tÀ Yeu, a inieresting and delightful
friend.

True article is lieiffded "Tn a nity i n its Lega I A spefs,' ani will bte fon nd i n tie
Bulletin, of the Ontario Ho.qlitais foan the Insane, Vol. V, No. ?. January 1912, pp. 3-10.
1 would invite the attention of thie profesion te the treatment cf t1e subjeet lin that
article. My nuedical friends mut not take offenco if 1 Say te tliem Unat tiîey cannot
and should net segregate Ihenaselves froma tie reet of tLe comnunity. Wlien a .Tndge
bas appendicitis lie reveives the sanie treatinent and is varved avithi the saine knife as
any other "lay man ' fil e litmwa ci' dues n ut expect a doctor te trnu him di iferenta' in
medicine from, anyonc, chic. Why should a medicai man. where he isa i lyman "
tlint is, i0 ian' exnect different treatment or a different raie from nny otiier layman ?
Esprit dut corps, pride in our profession, are good things; but tlîey inuqt oct he aliowed
to degeneratu. into claimis of spevial rights and privileges.


