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than perhaps we care to remember. To ail of you it must be
familiar, but as it serves rny text perhaps you wvill bear with
its recitai.

Zadig is supposed to have iived at Babylon iii the days of
King M oabdar. Disgusted with life, lie is said to have led
£rom the city to a secluded retreat on the banks of the
Euphrates, where he beguiied bis solitude by the study of
nature. A habit of careful observation, engeudered by sucli a
lîfe, ieads to, the detection of many trifles which would other-
wise escape notice, and the$e wben correctl y reasoned upon
may lead to discoveries that seem most mysterious and are
realîY marvellous. Stroiing along one day near a smail wood,
Zadig saw hastening that way one of the queen's ebief eunuchs,
followed by a troop of officiaIs, wvho appeared like inen dis-
traught, running hither and thither as if in search of some lost
treasure.

IlYoung man," cried the eunuchl, Ilbave vou seen the
queen's dog ?"

Zadig answered inodestly, "lA bitcb, I think, flot a dog ?"
IlQtiîte riglit," replied the cunucli; and Zadig continued:

"A verv small spaniel who bas lately bad puppies; she Iimps
with tbe left fore-leg, and bas very' long cars."

"Ah! von. have seen ber, then ?"said the breatbless ennuch.
"No,"' answered Zadig, "J have flot seen lier; and J wvas

realiy flot aware that the queen possessed a spaniel."
By an odd coincidence, at the very same time tbe band-

somest horse in the king's stable broke aýwa ' from his groom in
the l3abylonian plain. The grand buntsman and ail bis staff
were seeking titis horse with as mucb anxiet'y as the eunuchi and
bis people the spaniel, aiid the grand huntsman. asked Zadig if
be had not seen the king's horse go tbat way.

"lA first-rate galloper, small-hoofed, five feet bigli; tail
tbrec and a haif feet long; chel-pieees of the bit of 23 -cearat
gold; sboes silver ?" said Zadig.

" Whiehi way did be go? Whcre is he ?" cried the liints-
mani.

"J b ave not seen anvthing of the horse, and I never heard
of him before," replied Îadig.

The grand huntsinan and the chief etinuch made sure that
Zadigý Lad stolen botb the king's horse and the queen's spaniel,
Sn thi 'v bale-d hira before, the court of justice, whicb at once con-
deinnied bim to punishment. But the sentence wvas hardly pro-
nioiinced wvben the lost horse and spaniel were found. So tbe
judges were under the painfuil neeessity of reconsidering their


