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beett restored to the position oif earittg their livelihood, the relief

sonnd and useful mncibers of the bod.v eorpoî'ate ; ihiuik of ail titis

ainomit of good (lote as represetite(l lt the eighit hmidre1 and(

forty-uîiu wurnei Nvho have beeii euired of <liseiise< app1 end<ages i11

the last ifteen vears at the Chielsea I lospital for \Vonueu. Thenl

add to thiese the thoîtsauîds of wouîenýi siiuilarlv cttre(l in other insti-

tutions ail oyer the civilized wor1d, anîd yo ,i 0 ýil l gain soute idea

of the goo(l that bas resnlted front the deereased tttortality of

abdomîinal operations.
We conte, third] 'y a1111 iastly, to the subjeet of fibroid tiînnors of

the utertis. iere '\'e have a ýonidition mtore iither-ently dangerons

thaii the other two, lea(litg more often to a direetly fatal resuit;

and, short of a fatal issue, auîgproloflgc( siiffcring and disable-

ment. Ilere, agamn, -\c have al condition im whielb the operative

death-rate nîust exert a înarked iniflucucie oit the ativice that we

give to <>11 patients. Tweiit y years ago titis o1 îerative death-rate

was froti 20 to 40 per cent. ; and it is evident tbat it was oi in

cases where al fatl resuiit -\vas tltreateiied titat so dangerons ail

operatiol votil( be re(olltctin e(ie. I n the ntnelt larger imaj(trlty

of cases, titere was no <1 iestiolI of life being- at stake, the reason

for operation would lie oiilv the relief of suflering, and it is seldoin

that patients vearii for death or are willing to inelir a very great

risk, mnerelv to Ite relieve<l of suiflering. I t is better, after ail, to

live as ailn valid thani to (lie euired. Now, wxhen a patient with

fibroids has to be told that the resourees (f mnedicine are exhausted

and that the suiceor of snrgerv js miore cruel than kind,

it is a great eottfort to be able to ltold ont sotue kçind of

hope, how'ever uniisultstaittial ; and so a fatir 'y tale wvas bit tup

aitd deeorated to represent a scientifie theory, to the effeet tbat

the nieniopauise wvas the natiiral cure for fibroids. Aud patients

were tol(l, in ail seriousniess and good faith, " You imist wait for

the change of life, aîtd then these tunmors wvilI shrink and disappear

aud votn -will get well.'' And the patienits wvent on patiently

draining their life-blood away, carryiing morttons tumors that pre-

vented thetu froin getting about, hoping against hope that the

delayed mienopanse wnl< arrive, like sotue inilleiniln, to give

thetin peace. Soule of thein survived the worst troubles aud es-

caped with théir lives, a few of themn regaining a mneasuire of

health, and the remnainder remaining tmore or less permianent in-

valids. Others founid that the menopause,' when it. came, came

not to bless but to curse, bringing in its train degenerative changes,

infection, sepsis, and death. Now I do not know what is the state


