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SHAWN NA SOGGARTH;
OR,
CTHE PRIEST-HUNTER.

AN IRISH TALE OP THE PENAL PIMES.

BY M. ARCHDEACON, ESQ.,
Author of the Legends of Conraught,” &x.

CHAPTER XVIIL

Shortly after the interview between I'rank and
Beussy, the former upproached the rapparee meet-
ing with rapid strides and gloomy brow.

“ We are betrayed, boys,” be muttered ; ¥ the
soldiers are in our wake at this moment, and we
must keep s sharp look out, every knot we run
1o-night.”

i Yig, there's a thrattor among us, an’ 1 knew
il all along,” growled Fergus, fixing his fierce
and vengeful gaze on Thunmaush, who quivered
like o sappling in the breeze ;  bat he'll not en-
joy the resvard ov his thraison this aight,”—and
seizing his trembling betrayer, who vaiply invok-
ed heaven and earth to witness the [alseness of
the charge, he pmioaed his arms witb a rope
speedily supplied, and, by Frank's directions,
placed him beiween two of the ablest and best
armed of the rappirees, with directions to stab
him to the heart, shonld he attempt 10 escape
from their companionsiup,

[omnediately suceeeding this occurrence amoag
the rapparees, a loud shout, as of pain and ter-
ror, was heuard in the neighborhood of the cot-
tage ; aod, moving forward cauliousty to the
ncar hedge, whence the cry proceeded, two of the
dragoaps discovered au armed mak strugghng (o
rise, whife another was visible moviag fast away,
Seizing the former, who attempted no resistance,
and uttered no further cry, they conveyed him
to the cotiage, where they perceived that he
bled from a wound in the cheek, however and by
whomsoever inficted ; sad oa guestioning him as
to s cause and bis appearance. then and there,
he stated, with somewhat of relactance, but with-
out any apparent fear, that he was one of the
rapparees who, rept_anling of his intended part.in
the 1 iwh’s proceedings had endeavored to steal
away from his companions, as they began to
move forward ; but that, having Leen observed,
he had been pursued aud ascaulted by a comrade,
as he approached the cottage. He also stated
that the rapparees were proceeding to atfuck the
house of Mr. Dixon, the corate, which was
about two miles from Fiolliol’s, before they
should proceed to the latter.

« Muster Padily, you're come to us conneally,”
said Heavisides, “and you’re a tellin’ us quite
the caatbrary to our Xinstruction ; and still you
may be as true as steel.  But it yon're "angin’
Diout {alse colors and a Jeadin® us a wrong route,
by ’eaven you shall ’ave steef and lead in your
stomach together”

% An’ what else should [ expect, barrin’ that
I’ not afeard in regard to spakin® the truth,”
said the unabashed ripparee ; * an’ let yer honor
an’ the sogers come with me at wanst to the
island park beyant, an’ quarther me after shoatin’
me if T don’t show ye the boys marchin® to’ards
the curate’s.’ .

After a moment’s consullation among the dra-
goons in regard to this new inforiation, it as
resolved to accept the rapparee’s proposal. Ac-
cordingly, leaving their cloaks and scabbards in
the cottage, and having examined the priming of
their pistols, they set forward for the locality de-
signated the island park; the rapparee being
placed, for security, butween the two {ront men
of the party, and the serjeant in the centre big
with the idea, after baving ascertained that Bessy
was absent from the cottage, that she was wait-
ing to join bim.

On reaching the hedge adjoiming ¥ the park™
the rapparee coughed vicleotly twice or thrice,
when the man in bis rear placing bis sword to his
back, and he in front wheeling round and putting
another to his throat, both exclaimed together,
"‘ .Co’\,igh again and the steels io your. guts, vil-
an,

« Be the husth ; doo't spake at all, but lain
agin the hedge, an'thry what ye'll see betune
ye an’ that bright star fornint the woods.” .

The word to rest against the hedge pussed
along. It was obeyed, and the troopers saw dis-
tinctly in the starlight, a considerable body of
nien, moving in the dircction stated by the guide,
and at somewhat {ess than a hundred yards dis-
tance.

“ Let us cut the dogs down at once,” said a
trooper. ** No, no,” exclaimed Hearvisides, we’ll
play no such a game. Our ordersis to ketch
’em in the Aattack, besides that, we might only
get ourselves 1ato a mesy, if we Aattacked ’ém
without *alf our number. :
ns you know these ’ere pavts best, 'urcy ot the
best of your speed 1o Sir Robert’s and . tell . the.
men 1o 'asten hinstaotly, and at quick trot, to
Mr. Dixon’s where they?ll meet vs.® -~ .
#1lis arders were prowptly obeyed and;, " withis
about a quarter mile of the curate’s his party
was joined by their comrades and Brown.
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But do you, Brown,|

But while the dragoons were thus vigilant in
their pursait of the rapparees, the latter, on
whom pone of taeir movemonts had been lost,
leaving a few of their number to keep the pur-
suers still on the false scent, doubled about ata
convenieat opportunity, and speedily gained the
vicinity of Ffolliot’s ‘Grove.

Neither Fraak nor Fergus was aware that
any troepers were stationed in the hovse ; whe-
ther it was that Heavisides himself was ignorant
of the fact, ar had forgotten to mention it to
Bessy, or tbat she bad owmitted to reveal it to
Frank in the agitation of ber mind : so that they
approzched the bouse, which seemed buried in
sleep and eilence, carelessly.

“ There’s the room the oald imp o' hell used
to sleep in,” whopered Fergus, pointing to a
gable window which overlooked a thriving plan-
tation; “an’ if we could open it quietly, we
might have our inds ov him without alarmin’ the
throopers at all.”

“ Aye, but I know the old scoundrel is pos-
sessed of ball-dog courage,” rejoined Frank ;—
“ and, a5 he’s never without baving his gnus well
shotted, I lear, were he to be roused, the &rst
that entered would be certaialy seat to Dary’s
locker.”

¢ Pho, masther Frank, sure none ov os «l be
afeard o the ould hellburd if he had twintyguns,”
muttered Fergue,

“ But surely, masther Frank, «it's me that
has the best right to lay the first haods on bim,”
said Gorman, eagerly.

“ We must be more cantious and try oor
soundiogs better first,” said Frank— who koows
the beariugs of the house best 77

Same ten or & dozen of the party were now
standing in front of the gable, and close to a
well grown syeamore ; and their motions and pa-
sition had been well watched and ascertained,
notwithstanding the tender light of the hour, and
‘the deep stillness that seemed to reign about the
house, for, before Frank conld receive an an-
swer, through some openiogs prepared in the win-
dow, but which they conld not perceive from
abroad, half a dozen heavily loaded muskets and
pistols were discharged at them, by the "effects
of which, Fergus was slightly wounded in the
shonlder, and another of the party fell, with a
shriek of agony, having received ball, in the
thigh aod breast.

“ Back to the trees, men,” shouted Frank,
“and drag the body with you.”

Then applying to his mouth a smail whistle,
concealed bepeath his vest, he blew a shriil blast
immediately after which threc seamen, armed
with pisto! and cutlass, placed themselves beside
him.

# Come on sgain, cowardly rascals ; havp’t ye
got a warm reception’ Come on again and
we'll give you a - hotter dose,” shouted Isaac
Ffolliot, 10 a loud, fearless, jeering tose; for,
truth to tell, though Sir John bad pressed strong-
Iy on him that, as the atlack was imended ex.
clusively for him, he had be'ter remamm at the
castle for a day or two, he utterly—fiercely re-
fused to be absent even for an hour from the
scene of danger, notwithstanding that his brother
(the proprietor of Ffoiliot’s Greve) chose to re-
main in attendance, as he stated, on his son, the
cornet, who might have been reasonsbly expect-
ed to be the leader of the defending party, bat
who had . been confined to bed for the last three
or four days ; and throughout the perilous hour
of the attacl, Isaac exhibited a daring and fear-
less courage that might have dore honor to a bet-
ter man. : ' S

‘Fraok had, however, caught sight of the troop-
ers’ uniforms, during the flashing of the volley,
and e exclaimed, ¢ St not, boys, from your
shelter ; we are stroagly opposed, and spare
your} powder (speaking to the seamen about
him} till ye have something to fire at.”

Some dropping shots were now exchanged,
after the fashion of Indian warlare, as the dark
outlines of the rapjarees showed theiaselves now
and then from behind the trees, and the flashes
from within revealed, accasionally, the figures of
the defenders. The effect from those was, that
one of the attackers was killed and two severely
wounded, while 1t was evident that two o} the
dragoons were seriously injured within, the sound
of two bodies falling heavily inside having im-
mediately succeeded the first discharge by e
rapparees.

“ Thus is all Aummery ; we'll get inat the win-
dy or lose our hives,” exclaimed three of the in-
furiated rapparees, armed with rusty sword, pike
and pitehfork, and rushing forward furiously at
the same mnoment. But they bad scarcely
emerged from the trees when all three were
stretched,one mortally and two seriously wounded,

A wild cry for revenge arose from the dimmn-
ished band; and Fraok, now greatly excited,
% We are playing a bad game, boys ; the 'party
‘abroad muet have heard the firing and will” bear

done at once, that is, if y»u think it worth while

to risk more lives for the possession of an old
worthless eraft.” ‘

down' on us speedily, so that something must be |

“ Revenge on Ffolliot,” rung wildly throogh
the night air m reply.

“Then I will stand by you while there’s a
plask left; but we must change our tack and
steer fromn this exposed position. Scatter, boys,”
he continited after a momen*’ pause; *let ome
division try the front of the bhouse with myself
and the bcys of the Swallow; and another ut-
tend the renr, w' ‘ea few must remain in their
present woatin 18 o keep up the atiention of the
dragoons ard [« them be cautious too, s they
know their . naer pow, i we succeed not in
a few minutes our sail must be hoisted, as it
would be madness to await the attack of the
onited dragoons. Let us uove forward then,
and three gold pieces to the first man that sets
foot on the enemy’s deck, unless it shonld be wy-
gelf.?

The attackers now dashed forward with an-
other wild shout; by far the largest portion
moving to the rear, and the scamen, with a few
daring associates, rashing to tke frout. In both
points, howerer, they were coinpletely foiled ;—
the doors and windows were so strongly barri-
caded as to resist all attempts to force them;
while the defendunts, having separated tog,
showed by some shots, though ineflestaal, that
they were prepared to meet the changed system
of attack in ail directions.

But though the attack fuiled on these points,
its object was attamed elsewhere, thoogh, cer-
tainly not ia the wanner Frank had wished for,
or calcutated on. When the rapparees divided,
Harry and Fergus, with two or thiree others, re-
mained watching the gable wiadow, where Ffol-
liot stdl continued, with & =ouple of aids, con-
seions that, if left for 2 moment ondefended, it
would prove the inost dangerows point of attack,

 See, how the ould villain glories in alf the
blood spilt on his account to-night, beside =ll his
other villainy,” said Harry, to his companion, as
& flash showed the form and features of Isaac,
stifl at his post, and with arms in Iis bands;—
“ bat, Fergus, if you'll back me, live or die, a
plan sthruck me, that'll give us our revinge on
the spat, whatever happens afther, as I'm sworn
never to lave this alive *till I have id.”

“ I') back you to the Jast gasn,” rejoined 1er-
gus, clutching his hand. - _

« Thin lave the boys an’ folly me; an’ whin
we get undher the windy, as I know the ould
villain’s staticn, if you'll let me mount on yer
shaulders, it’ll ¢o hard if T dou’t reach his heart
with this,” alluding to the formidable weapon he
carried, namely, some nine 1nches of a' sword
blade, with point and edge exceedingly sharp,
afixed to an ash bandle nine leet io leogtis.

Accordingly, moving cautiously through the
trees till they reached the boundasy wull to the
rear, uud thence creeping noiselessly, close by
the gable, they reached the spot beneath the
window without having attracted the observa-
tion of those witho. A moment more, and
Harry was mounted or the broad shoulders of
bis companion, by which means bis hands were
nearly on a level with the window ; and, while
he was held in bis position by the powerful hands
of Fergus, and wilh well poised aim, darting for-
ward his terrible weapon with all bis torce, the
blade was buried up to the hilt in Flolliot’s side,
who fell with a groan, as he was in the act of
oresenting hiz piece at one of the rapparees that
bad emerged from a tree, to ascertain whether
the figures beneath the window were friends or
foes.

# Hurra " shoutcd Harry, - when he found his
weapon had reathed his ‘hatéd oppressor. But
the shout proved his destruction ; for, as he
sprung from Fergus’ shoulders, the dragoon that
still remaianed at the window, turning the muzzle
of his pisto! downwards, drove a brace of bul-
lets througli. bis neck and shoulders. He stag-
gered forwards a few paces and fell noiselessly,
but as lifeless as his victim.

“ This is the dirle’s own night’s work intire-
ly,” muttered Fergus, as he bore the body back
by the same route by which they had approached
the window.

CHAPTER XIX,

The parties in tront and rear of the house bad,

as we before said, been uvtterly forled ; and the
report of a few shols in the distance now an-
siounced that the party of dragoons abroad, hav-
ing become aware of their poition, and, summon-
ed by the firing, were anproaching.
! “TThis bas been an unfortunate night’s busi-
i ness, and one I little reckoned on,” said Fraok;
‘¢ and the soaner we spread our canvas now the
i‘more useless risk we shall avoid, ds the dragoons
| will reach us speedily, T kaow from the direction
: of thetr shots.” _

¢ Let us have a parting whack st the ould vil-
lian, Captain jewel, afther all ke cost us, if *twas
only for poor. Ned’s sake,” eagerly -exclaimed a
rapparee, whose brother had been severely woand-
éd in the attack. N "y

“ Ftolliot 13 done for any bow,"”sdid Fergus,
who had just joined the party in front. * Afther
all the loss the ould villian cost us, poor Harry
Gorman put his blade through him, though he

lost his own life by it. God help unfortunate
Sally when to-moerrow comes.”

“Then,” said Fraok, earvestly, ¢ we have
neither time nor business to remain an instant
lorocr—bark to that.” The report of a pistol
was heard sharply io the direetion of the hall, so

> to prove that the drawer of the trigger was
st no inconsiderable distanee from them. ,

Frunk now ogain applied the whistle to his
mouth, and moving wah his companions to the
rear, us well to unite there, as because it afford-
ed the most sheltered way of retreat, he said in
a low but earnest tone, * Now, boys, let us seat-
ter inatantly, and 1 wish beartily we bad not
come at all to-night, as, from the direction the
party is coming in, to avoid them, we must pass
within range of the arms from the gable again,
and the more aail we carry the better.”

“ Well give them light to know their friends
by, any how, by the 'tarpal, if the divle was at
the back door,” swore the rapparee that had be-
fore spoken.

Entreaty to him to desist, and not further en-
danger the lives of himself and others, was vain.
He clambered over a wall, with the position of
which be scemed to be acquainted ; and, with
the desperate o, it was the work of but a few
minutes to fly across an adjoining field—overcome
the slight tastening of a cotter’s cabin—snateh a
haif-burned coal from the hearth before the ter-
rified occupaats could recover breath to accost
him—retrace his path—with a powerful eflort
burst open the door of an onthouse, used asa
wool store, and, blowing the coal for aw instast,
lay it on the beaped wool. The inflaminable
material instantly ignited ; the fire spread smould-
eringly for 2 moment—then the Rames rose—
burst thraugh the door and fastened on the board
windows, which were instantly in a blaze. There
chanced, too, to be adjoming the wool store a
pile of laths and boards intended for some addi-
tion to the rear of the liouse ; and, the fire com-
municating with these a ruching and roaring flame
rose at once, with a burst of terrific grandenr,
into the night air, contrasting fearfully with the
tender light of the summer Leavea all round.

“ Xurra I wildly exelaimed the rapparee, as
he gazed on his work for a moment, previous to
followmg Ins retreating comrades.

There had been but a few random shots, as
way before observed, in the front or rear of
Flolliot’s Grove, as the defenders would not ren-
ture to expose their persous, by placing them-
selves in a position to fire effectually at those
beveath, and they were too few iu aumber to
venture sallying out on their attackers. But
when the figures of the retreating rapparces were

discovered, by the flame light moving through |

the plantation, which they should necessariy
pass 1n order to avoid the approeching dragoons,
a volly was fired at them by all the efficient de-
fenders. The consequence of this discharge was
that Frack was grazed mn the ann and Thum-
maush Beg (who had been strictly watched
through all the danger and turinoil of the bLour,
and preserred, more than once, by Fravk, from
meeting his death from three or four of :he party
when' they saw their eompanions falling) received
a wound in the icg, though their positions were
quite different, as fraok and the seamen were en-
ticely 1n the rear, while Thummaush was consid-
erably in advaace in front.

# Liave the threacherous villian to bis {riends,”
said Fergus, shoring him with his foot, as Thum-
maush sank down unable, or affecting to be un-
able, to move on; “and if they mistake him for
a thrue man and give him the steel, it |l be just
payment for him.”

“ What {” wsaid Frank, moving up rapidly,
“if he be what you suspect, dv you want to have
the enemy piloted into every secret creek and
haven of yours, before you would bave time to
trim a sail 2  Besides, as yet we have oo posi-
tive proof of his treachery, and we should recol-
lect that he must feel pun as acutely as any of
us. 'Tow him on thea, us smoothly as you can,
till we can get a secure snchorage for him.”

He was belped forward accordingly, though
oot quite as gently as Fraok seemed to expect,
and st a pace aoything but consolatory to his
wound, whetber slight or serious.

The attackers had but cleared the plaatation
a few minutes before the dragoons came up, with
Heavisides puffing like the chimpey of a steam
engine. The borsemen, however, delayed a few
minutes more, to aid their comrades, who now
ventured forth, in quenching the flames which
bad, as yet, only commeneed an assault on the
rear door and windows of the mansion .itself;
and when (hey all, after baving mastered the
fire, proceeded te the pursuit, there was no ves-
tige of the rapparees to be seen in the planta-
tion or adjoining grounds, though they had wait-
ed, it was evident, to bear off the fallen bodies
with them, as there was no trace of these, except
that the sward was slippery  placés with their
blood. TIRERE -

« T know it, blast my eyes,” said Hearvisides,
after a brief consultation ; ¢ the rascals are a
going to plunder the eottage, as they du'sn’t

venture t’ attack Sir Robert’s or the curate’s.
Bat we'll be ut the dog’s eels. Ere, Jones,
take “alf the party round by the weir; myself
and Uother 'alf 11l go by the orse park, wot we
came hy.”

Now, though the serjcant-oajor affected (o
think the rapparees such fools, as to venture 1o
the cottage, alter their discomfiture at Ffolliot’s
Grove, he had no such thought.  But ke wisbed
to saake certaio of one smull portion of the
night’s wirangements, namely, the cartyy off
Bessy with bim ; for he 'was cither ton little of
a pridential caleulator, or hud too reuch coud-
dence in his u:val good fortune, to have uny wmis-
givings, that his aowing bimself to be 0 casily
duped and misled, and the consequens destiuce
tion of [Isase Fioiliot and the wonnding of s
twa comrades, would debar Sir Jobw od hi
captam, from interfermg in bis favor after the
flight shonld bave been ascertained.

The parties separated, and we shall accom-
pany the serjeant.  [n facr, the other division
closely iwitated the celebrated progress of
“'The King uf France, with twenty thousund men W
namely, in doiug nothing ; for they found no-
thing Lo doj reaching the cottage, alter harisg,
with some difficulty, in consequencr of the faint,
fight, crossad the weir, withont seeme or heariny
aoything of the retreating vapparees, who had
betuken theniselves to the fastuesses of she Pag-
tree wounntaine—s direetion nearly al pight aa-
gles with their ronte, ’ '

When the party retucned 10 the corpags
Auron Andrews, who was in g sfate ol crene :xt
citement, instantly  flylng ut the 1ospeserjeant -
major, who was the firsl ta culer, ~e1ze6 hun by
eollar, exelaiming, in a tone hoarwe wipp passion,
% 80, Mr. Serjesut, yaa’ve dunre! 14 k" aw?
a loyal Drotestant®s  danghter.  Uat vefary ber
again Ul ber father, of

“ W'y, Aaron [handrews, w'ere iy your
daughter, man I imterrupted Heavicides Mipa -
tiently.

# Come, coine, nibor, that cock won’t foht.—
We'ce proof thal you prevailed on the loolish
fassie fo flit wi’ you; amd gin shes no restored
afore sunrise, safe aml wuharmed, by the (God of
my fathers, Sir Jobu or Captain: Ayhanr shali

2y

see me righted—aye, cven ull your destruction,
or the higher powers chull hearken tll i
“ Who Yeard myself and Besse Handrews rhis

evening 1’
“ Our bonest waiden, ”.elfy Matthews, wha
remmained close Gl you during adt the planning.*”
“ Then, Tl be d—d, but she’s betrayed aul

Inidone us bonth: let e see Ler howsomo-
deyver.”
T . .
Che waid was not o be found 5 but ber com-
rade male-servant came i breathlessly, to state

that o parly of men were passing along the hedae
on the smnwmit of the old will park, about » fur-
leng tn the veur of the boundary.

“Then there’s the villain rapparecs, as sure
as my nune’s Bill, and they’re bearing off my
darling Bessy with "em.  But we'll puta %alt to
tleir gallop, and rescue the rosebud still, Come
boys, ane mare start, und we shall have the re-,
ward still, I know.”

The fire-avms having been re-examined, the
party set forward agan on their wild goose
chase ; the serjeant leading thew, at a ap;ice
nesther to be expected from s corpulency  ane
previous fatigoes, ’

“ 1 diuna g0’ credit at ull il the serjenat’s in-
nocence,” said Aaron, lookins nfter hiw, - for
all that, he acts uo’ tike o mou playmg oot a Je-
sateful play.  But whaever cajole ih:.ssy Aun-
drews fra her father’s honse, g capoled she b
shalf pay dearly for if, gin there’s law to be
bod in Ireland—aye, or in England ither. by
God that created me.”? ’ '

% D-—n my eyes,” said a drazoon, alter the
party had proceeded a couple of hundred yards
S;?:n t'he‘(:otsnlge, i rEnere.- amt s weneh auy

» presing along the Cwdge. I see her cloak
aod cap between me and the stars.”

# And so there is, strely ; wnd its no one hut
my bangel, Bessyj—double ynick boys,” ex-
claimed llcavisides, panting and pushine oo at
an igereased pace, as he perceived dislitr,uctly a
female form moving by the hedge, in a' hoe  he-
tween bim and the cvening star, that was filline
with her beauttful light, a portion of even 1he
summer night air.

“ The serjeant’s fey the night, s thinkiy’
wi’ his scauring ond galloping i a” direetions,
after a bit lassie.” observed Saiidy. ’

The object of this observation kep: still in

jadvance of the party, most of whom loudly ex-

pressed their enjoyment at his paning exertions.
Ygt the figure he was pursuing contisued abead
of him. Oance or twice, indeed, he evidently
closed fast upon it, though it shot away from him
again ;. and athird time he was so ‘near that;.
reaching out bis hand to @rasp its garments, he
panted in ‘a -beseeching tone, “ B'}.»%sy—'—m;—-—' '
my hangel—~we're far ¢nough uow—and—and
tuere’s uo one near—but your own true->earted
’eavisides—s0 ult—alt my baugel—tilt T come

hup to you.”



