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A WORD TO OUR READERS.

Readers will help Tug TRUE WiTNESS
muaterially by patronizing those who ad-
vertise in its columus., The Qatholic
population of Montreal is numbercd by
the thousands, and they should paticnize
tbose who lend aid in buiiding up the
business of their favcrite paper.

ENGULISH LITERATURE,

We have received a few advance sheets
- sample pagee—-of a work entitled “Main
Lines «f En:lish Literature,” & volome
to be giv-n to tha world by the Brathers
of the Curistian Schools, The Editur's
Note, ut the .penivg, atates “attention is
called to the arrangement of the Chapters
and to the Reviews at the close of the
development of each chapter;” also that,
“the course of reading, if carefully ful-
lowed, will be a steppine-stone ibat will
help in preparing pupils to enter the
Catholic Reading Circles, now generally
established in leading parishes.,” The
volume is expacted to he ready for issue
in July, and beuween this and the 15.h
February, criticisma are invited concern-
ing the utility of the work. Such criti-
cisme to be sent to “*Brother Noah, Boka
and Stationery Depariment, 48-50,
Second §'reet, New York City.”

It is now about two weeka since we re-
ceived the advance pages, and we have
made as careful an examination of them
a8 circumstances would permit, We had
intended, at firal, sending our remarks
privately to the Editor of the work, but
on due coneideration we feel that it may
be for the bencfit of all concerned that
we sbould give them througb the ecol
umns of the paper.

From fifty poges of the work a pretty
fair idea can be formed of its plan, the
method adopted in carrying out that
plan, and the utility of the publication.
Aa to the ulility~in fact opportuneness
—of.this book we have not the slightest
doubt. In fact, we can conscientiously
say that it is almost a necessity at the

| presenttime, To criticise the “Main Lines

of English Literature” wé would needs
have the whole work before us. Beyond
our individual faith in tbe compiler and
in the order of teachers who are respons-
ibleforits execution, we bave no guaran-
tea that the couple of hundred {or more)
pages to follow are to be in every sense
equal to the fifty we have read. But if
the whole work is in harmouy with the
initial chapters, wa can fresly say that
one of the best and most reliable aids to
the true study of English literature is
about to be given to thereading public.
Aparxt from its utility as a text book in
schoals, we foresee & far wider range for
its bepeficial circulation. Nut only in
Reading Circles, but even in the hands of
all stadents or lovers of the best that
English literature affords, by its very
clever plan, and it3 easy methods, this
volume muet be a soures of incalculable
profit,

Three special under-currents seem to
sweep along, beneath the surface of this
stream of English literature ; we might
exprees them ae follows. Firstly, “ the
literature of & nation must consist, Jarge-
1y, of its religions thought and convie-
tions ;” eecondly, that in the history of
Enpglieh literature, in general, and in the
study of each particular master, it will
be found thst the beat and greatcat as
well /s most lasting works are dus fo
the iuspiration of Christianity ; and
thirdly, that literature being one of the
chief sgencies by which religion sup-
ports * her claims, ber werth, ber his-
tory,” she cannot oppese literaturs “ so
far as it is the cxpression of the true,
the geod, aud the beautiful ;” and she
only ccndomne literature when it “ be-
comes the vehicle of falsehood and im-
morality.”

With these thres points cver in view,
we find the nuthor starting cut with the
varicus ¢lemenis that enter into the for-
mation of our langusge, fellowing down,
rapidly but clearly, the diffisrent changes
that preccded the gradusl supremacy of
the hame-tongue, indieating the reasons
why the Euglish tongue prevailed. Be-
givning with Geolirey Chrucer, a short

‘chapter Is consserated to each great

writer of English, or else to the rpecial
epocts in the rise and progresa of Euglish
literatnre. We will cite tbe headings in
the Coapter on Chsucer, and thess will
indicats the trend of the whole work.
Let it be renembered that ench chapter
is merely a sketch in rough and large
lines, prescnting the grundwork of &
piclure the details and colorings of
which the student is expected to 1l in—
secking bis materials for the labor in
the places indicated by the author.

Let ua take Chaucer. A shorl bing-
raphy, including all the disputes as to
the date of bis birth and the rival claims
of Oxford and Cambridge regnrding his
education. His inflcecceuponall future
Eunglish writers; bis opportunities; the
resulis drawn from them; his dealings
with his neighbors; his loyalty to the
Church; hisshare in fixing the basis of
Roglish; plavs and plots of Lis works;
his priccipal writings: chisf events of
his life ; his death, All this we have in
eleven pzzeés. Then comem a series of
suggesticng for a review of the eubject,
enabling the atudent to prepare an essay,
a lectars, or aven & volume, if he so
desires, on the life and influence of
Chaucer and his works.

So do the chapters run on; the Eliza-
hethan ers ; Miltor, Butler, Banyan and
Dryden, representatives of majesty, wit,
imagination and satire, and thus down—
we expect—to our own day, In the
pages we have read there is an ever.
increasing interest~naturally s0 as we
draw nearer to more familisr times and
men. We are not prepared, with only

those fifty pages, to pronounce upon the

work; but weare prepared: tosay that
such & book has long, long been reeded,
and we know of no attempt to fill up the
gap more worthy of encouragement and
more likely to succeed than * Main Lines
of English Literature.” -

S ——————
]

SuNDAY next willbe the feast of the Holy
Nams of Jesus, the name before which
every cresture muat bend the knee. It
is at once the sweetest, moat powerful,
and most terrible Name that exists. The
sweetest, because He was the incarnation
of Love, Truth and Mercy; the most
powerful, because, ss God, He called
from nothingness all that exists, and re-
deemed that which bad fallen away
through the instrumentslity of tive
Eoemy ; the most terrible, because He is
and will be the Judge of mankind, the
One in whose hands is the balance to de-
cide the eternal fate of each individual,
But it is ss the sweet, loving, obedient
member of that inimitable Holy Family
that His name is chiefly considered
upon the occasion of next Sunday. It is
a day when reparation should be made
for all the insults heaped upon that
Name,

Dox'r forget that Saturday, the 19th
inst.,is to be the Shamrocks’ gala night
at 'he Academy of Music. In addition
to what we stated last week concerning
this ceclebration we may add that
amongst those who sre to take part in
the entertainment are the names of Miss
Hoilinshead, Prof. James Wilson, Prof.
Wm. Sullivan, John J. Rowan, Thomas
C¢. Ewblem, Cbharles Hamelin, Frank
Feron, Alex. T. Rice aud James Doherty.
Any one of these talented singers and
musicians would be a source of attrac
tion apart from the significance of the
odcasion. (o, by all means, and see the
Shamrocks receive their trophies,

ONCE more we wish to call attention
to the St. Ann’s Young Men’s Socicty
carnival, The ceremonies commence cn
Sunday morning next and willend with
tbe banquet on Wednesday evening.
Holy Com:union, io & body, at 8 o'clock
on Sunday; Pontifical Benediction, by
Mgr. Fabre, and sermon by Rev, Father
Osuliivan, at 630 Sunday evening;
dramatic and literary entertainment and
lecture by the eloquent St. Albans priest,
on Monday evening; tournament of
gamee on Tuesday evening; and a mag-.
nificent banquet, by the members of the
Society to tueir friends on Wedneaday
night, constitute the leading features of
this, the tenth anniversaxry of the eatab-
lishment of St. Ann’s Y.M.S. Every-
thing prowiises & grand success, and no
matter Low great it may be it cannot be
more 80 {hun the members of the Society
deserve.

TaE 1ollowiog letter of thanks, from
Lady Thompson, has been received by
the Secretary of the “Catholic Trath
Saclely of Montreal.,” Itisdated Oltawa,
2ad January, 1895 ;:—

“8im,—1 am directed by Lady Thomp-
son, to convey to the members of the
Oatholic Trath Society of Montreal her
very grateful thanks for the kind expres-
sious of sympathy contained in the reso-
lution communicated in your letter of
the 22nd Dacember, a8 well as tor their
generous apprecialion of the servieres
both to Religion and to the State of her
Iate husband.

I am, sir,
Your obedient servant,
JosePn Pore.”

The letter is addressed to Mr. H. J.
Codd, 8ccretary of the Catholic Truth
Sociaty.

WE have received the first issue of
8 most welace publicativn, The De La

Salle, publisiied monthly by the students

of the Do I Balle Institute, New York

city. - Nearly every university or college
of importance, throughout America and
Canada, has its special orgen in the form
of a magazine, and some of them are
equal, if not superior, to the general
monthly publicatione sent out from reg.
nlar business establishments. By every
indication The Da La Salle is destined to
hold a foremost place in the ranks. It
should be so, for it comes from one of
the great centres of Americs, from one
of the finest edncational institutionsin
New York, and {rom an Order whose
pupils are never found behind in the
great competition of education. May it
flourish is our best wish.

’E clip {he following interesting para.
graph from the Sacred Heart Review,
oneg of the brightest and best informed
of our Catholic American exchanges:

Oae of the journals of the Evangelical
Church in Prussia publishes an extract
from the census of 1890 from which it
will he seen that the number of mixed
marriages ig estimated at 255,802, and
the number of children born from these
marriages is 469,993, of which 258668
were brought up in the Evangelical
faith and 211 325 in the Catholic Cnuxch,
This eignifies a foss of 47,343 children to
the true Courch, and yet in the face of
thig statement, certain Protestant jour-
nals are stiil to bhe found lamenting the
inroads moade in their ranks by the fre-
qnency of mixed morriages. It would
seoos to us that it is for the Catholics to
resant this state of affuir and to do their
best to effect & change.

ST. ANN'S T. A, & B. SOCIETY.
MONTHLY MEETING —ELECTION
OF OFFICERS.

The regular monthly meeting of the
St. Aon’s T. A & B. Suciety was beld on
Sunday last, 13th inst., in their ball, cor-
ner Young and O:.tawe streets, and was
very largely attended, the president Mr.
P. Tlannery, in the chair. The parish
priest of Si. Ann’s Church, Rsv, Father
Banpeart, was present and gave a short
address on temperance, and congratulat-
ed the scciely on itz prosperous condi-
tion, and promised to do all he eonld to
increase its mewmbers,iand suid that tem-
perance would be made a specinl point
at the gieal mission to be held in S
Ann’s parish at au early date. This be-
ing the meetisg preceding the anuual
meeling of the society, the pomination
of cfficers fur the coming year was pro-
ceedzd with.  'The following gentlemen
were then proposed and elected : —Presi-
dent, Mr. J. D. Quinn; vice-president,
Mr. Jamez Doolan ; seereiary, Mr. Thes,
Rogers; treasurer, Mc. M J, Ryan; coi-
lecting treasurer, Mr. Thomas Ward;
assistant collecting treasurer, Mr, Vracey;
grand marshal, Mr. Wm, Dounelly, Ex-
ecutive Committee—Massra, W. Howle tt,
James Shanahan, M. Burke, Thos, Quinn,
M. Darden J, Brady, 1. Crean, M.J.
Muliing, C. Shaaahan, J. Pigott and D,
Gahan,

Moved by Mr. M. Bardon, seconded by
by Mr. T, Q vinn, that a vote of condol-
ence be passed on the death of our Jate
member, Mr. Janmes Row, and thab the
secratary be instracted to have a copy
sent to bis relatives. Carried.

The president announced that althouga
they had mcre deaths in the past year
than ususl the sociely was still 1o & pros-
perons conditien financially, A mosi
succeesfui meeting was Lhen brought to
a cloas.

REGULAR

ST, JAMES CATHEDRAL.

Oo Sunday last there was a special
muaical rexvice, 1t p.m., with orchestra,
at St. Jamea Cathedral, the programme
being that intended for Cbristmas bene-
diction, which had been postponed : Th.
Dubois' “ Adeste Fideles ”; Gounod’s
* Nuzareth 7 ; Gounod’s “ Ave Maria,”
with violin odhigato by Monsieur F. F.
Goulet : Wagner's * ‘Tantum Ergo ”;
Gounod’s * Laudate Dominum Omunes
Goentes.” Soluviste: Mr. Ant. Destroi-
maison, Mr. F. Pelletier, Mr. E. Lebel.
Organist : Mr. O. Pellotier, - Caoir mas-
ter : M. G. Couture. ‘

Dr. W, Seward Webb, of New York,
has offered the Sisters of Marcy 100
aores of land- for a Catholic senitarium

to be located near Baranac Lake, N.Y,



