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A WORD TO OUR RCEADERS.

Readers will help THE TRUE WITSESS
materially by patronizing those who ad-i
vertise in its columus. The Catholice
population of Mantreal is numbercd by
the thousauda, aud they should patrcnize1
those who lend aid in building up thet
business of their favcrite paper.1

ENGLSH LLTERATURE.

Wehave receivod a few advance sheets
- satmple npgnE--of a work entitled "Main
Lines if En,,lish Literature," a volume
to be giv -n tu the word hy the Brothere
of the Cri,:iian Sebools. The Edit.r's
Note, at the .pening, ata'ea "attenticou is
called L the arrangement of the CLihapters
and to the Reviewat the0 close of the
developnent of e ach chapter ;" also tbat,
"(he course 01 reading, if carefully fol-
lowcd, will be a eteppinr-stone thait willt
help in preparing pupils to enter the
Catiolic Reading Circles, now generally
establisbed in leading pariabes." The
volume is expected tuobe ready for issue
in July, and beween thiIS and the 15.h
February, criticiema are invited concern-
ing the utility of the work. Such criti-1
cisme to be sent to "Brother Noah, B>oka
and Stationery Departmcnt, 48-50,1
Second S'raet, New York City."1

IL le now about two weeks since we re-1
ceived the advance pages, and we have1
made as careful an exaiination of thern
as circumatances would permit., We had9
intended, at first, sEnding our renarks
privately to the. Editor of the work, but1
On due consideration we feel that it may1
be for the benfit of all ccncerned that1
we should give thei through the col.
unans of the paper.

Froma fifty pages of the work a pretty
fair idea can be formed of its pian, the
method adopted in carrying out that
plan, and the utility of the publication.
As to the utility-in fact opportuneness
--ofhis book we have not the siLghtest
doubt. In fact, we can conscientiously
s y that iL 15 almost a noceaity at theo

prreenttime. To criticise the X"Main Lines
of English Literature" wèé would needs
have the whole work before us. Beyond
our individual faith in the compiler sud
in the order of teachers who are respons-
ible for its execution, we have no guaran-
te.t.hat the couple of hundre: (or more)
pages to follow are to be in every sense
equal to the fifty we have read. But if
the whole work is in harmony with the
initial chapters, we can freely say that
one of the best and most reliable aida toe
the true study of English literature la
about to be given to the reading public.
Apart from its utility as a text book in
schools, we foreaee a fat wider range for
its beneficial circulation. Not only in
Reading Circles, but even in the hands of
all stndenta or lovera of the best that
English literature afforns, by its very
clever plan, and its easy methode, this
volume muet be a source of incalculable
profit.

Three special under-currenta seem to
sweep along, beneath the surface of this
streama of English literature; we might
exprees themn as follows. Firstly, " the
literature of a nation must consist, large-
ly, ofaita religions thought and convic-
tions ;I" Eecoudly, that in the history of
English literature, in general, and in the
study of each particular master, it willi
be found thet the best and greatet as
well as mst lasting works are due to
the inspiration of Christianity ; and
thirtily, that literature being one of the
chief agencies by which religion sup.
ports " her claims, ber wcrth, ber bis-
tory," ahe cannot oppose literatura "so
far as it is the çxpresion cof the true,
the geod, aud the beautiful ;I" and she
only cndcina literature when iL "Lbe-
comes tha vehicle of falsehood and im-
morality•'

Wth these three points ever in view,
we find the author atarting out with the
varions elements that enter into the for-
mation of our language, following down,
rapidly but clearly, the different changes
that preceded the gradual supremacy of
the ho'mc-tongue, indicating thle reasons
why the EtîglishtuLongue prevailed. Be-
giuning wii Geoifrey Chaucer, a short1
'chaptr i conseerated to each great
writer of Englisb, or else to the r-pecial
epoebs in the rise and progresa of English
literature. We will cite the headinge in
the Cnapter on Chiucer, and these will
indicate the trend of the whole work.
Let it abereinembered tiat each chapter
is merely a sketch in rough and large
lines, presenting the gr >undwork of a
picitire the details andf colorings of
which the student is expectei to ilin-
seekiug bis materials for the labor in
the places indicated by the author.

Let us take Chaucer. A short bi'g-
raphy, including all the disnutes as to
the date of bis birth and the rival claimes
of Oxford and Cambridge reugrding bis
education. His influence upon all future
Englial writera; hie opportunities; the
resulta drawn from them; bis dealingsa
with his neighbors; bis loyaity to the
Churnc; hie hare in fixing the basis of
English ; plans and lots of bis works ;
bis principal writinge; chief events of
bis life ; bis death. AU thia we have in
oleven payes. Then coies a series oû
suggestons for a review nof the eubject,
enabling Lite atudent to prepare an essay,
a lecture, or even a volume, if he so
desires, on the life and influence of
Chaucer and bis woiks.

So do the chapters run on.; the Elizî-
betban era; Milton, Butler, Bunyan and
Dryden, representatives of majesty, wit,
imagination and satire, and thus down-
we expect-to our own day. In the
pages we bave read there is an ever.
incrcasing interest-naturally so as we
draw nearer te moe familiar imes sud
mon. We are not preparedl, with auly'
those fifty pages, te pronounce upon lie

work ; but weare prepared te sy Lhat
such a book bas long, long been aoieded,
and we know of no attempt to fl up the
gap more worthy of encouragement and
more likely to sucéeed than "Main Lines
of Engliah Literature."

SUNDAY next willbe the fesât of the Holy
Name of Jesus, the name before which
every creature muit bond the knee. IL
les at once the sweetest, most powerful,
and moet terrible Name that exista. The
sweeteat, because He was the incarnation
of Lwe, Truth and Mercy; the most
powerful, because, as God, He called
from nothingness all that exista, and re-
deemed that which had fallen away
through the instrumentality of the
Eoemy ; the most terrible, because He i
and will be the Judge of mankind, the
One in whose bands is the balance to de-
cide the eternal fate of each individnal.
But it la as the sweet, loving, obedient
member of that inimitable Holy Family
that His nane ls chiefly considered
upon the occasion of next Sunday. It is
a day when reparation sbould be made
for all the insulte heaped upon that
Name.

DON'T forget that Saturday, the 19th
inat.,jis Luobe the Shamrocks' gala night
at the Academy of -Music. In addition
to what we stated last week concernin'
this celebration we may add that
amongst those who are te take part in
the entertainment are the names of Miss
Hollinshead, Prof. James Wilson, Prof.
Wm. Sullivan, John J. Rowan, Thomas
C. Emblem, Charles Hamelin, Frank
Feron, Alex. T. Rice aud James Doherty.
Any one of these talented singers and
musicians would be a source of attrac-
tion apart from the significance of the
occasion. Go, by all means, and see the
Shamrocks receive their trophies.

ONcE more we wish to call attentiou
to the St. Ann' Young Men's Society
carnival. The ceremonies commence on
Sunday morning next and diii end .i
t're banquet ou Wednesday evening.à
Holy Conmýunion, l a body, at 8 o'clock
on Sunday; Pontifical Benediction, by
Mgr. Fabre, and sermon by Rev. Father
O'Sullivan, at 6 30 Sunday evening;
dramatic and literary entertainment and
lecture by the elcquent St. Albans priest,
on Monday evening; tournament of
games on Tuesday evening; and a mag-
nificent banquet, by the members of the
Society to their friands on Wednesday
night, conatitute the leading features of
this, the tenth anuiversary of the estab-
lishment of St. Ann's Y.M.S. Every-
thing promaiises a grand auccess, and no
matter how great it may be it cannot be
more so t han ithe members of the Society
doser va.

TE rollowiog latter of thanks, from
Lady Thompson, has been received by
the Secretary of the "Catholic Truth
Sociely of Montreal." Itis dated Ottawa,
2cd January, 1895:-

" Sin,-I ar directed by Lady Thomp
soit to convey to the members of the
Cathhe Truth Society of Montreal her
very grateful thanka for the kind expres-
sions iof sympatby contained in the reso-
lution communicated in your latter of
the 22nd December, as weil as for their
generous appreciation of the servires
both to Rtligion and to the State of her
late husband.

I am, air,
Your obedient servant,

JosrpH PoPE."
The latter la addressed to Mr. H. J.

Codd, Srcretary of the Catholic Truîtb
Society.

WE have rereived the first issue of
a most weocene publication, The De La
Salle, publikned mont.h>y b>' the atudenta
o! tho De La Salle Institute, Noir Yorkt

City. Nearly every university or college
of importance, throughout America and
Canada, has it's pecial organ in the form
of a magazine, and some of them are
equal, f not superior, to the general
monthly publicàtions sent ont from reg.
ular business establishments. By every
indication The De La Salle 18 destined to
hold a forenost place in the tanks. It
should be so, for it comes from one of
the great centres of America, from one
of tbe finest educational institutions in
New York, and from an Order whose
pupils are never found behind in the
great competition of education. May it
flourish olacur best iiah.

WE clip the following interesting para.
graph from the Sacred Heart Review,
one of the brightest and best informed
of our Catholie American excbangea:

Oae of the journals of the Evangelical
Church in Prussia publishes an extract
from the census of 1890 from which it
will be seen that the number of nixed
marriages la estimated at 255,802, and
the number of children barn from these
marriages ia 469,913, of which 258,668
were brought uu in the Evangelicai
faith and 211.325 in the Catholic Cnurch.
This eignifies a ions of 47,343 children to
the true Courch, and yet in the face of
this statement, certain Protestant jour-
nalm are still to be found lamenting the
inroads made in their ranks by the fre-
qriency of mixed marriages. It would
seem to us that it is for tbe Catholies to
resent this state of affairsuand to do their
best to eect a change.

ST. ANN'S T. A. & B. SOCIETY.

REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING--ELECTION
OF OFFICEiRS

The regular inenthly meeting of the
St. Aun's T. A &t B. Si)ciety wias helci on
Sanda> last, l3Lh inst, in their bal, cor-
ner Young and O.tawa streete, nd was
very largely attended, th president Mr.
P. Flannery, in the chair. The arish
priest of St. Ann'a Church, Rev. Father
Blanoart, wss present and gave a short
addres on temperance, and ceugratilat-
ed the Society on its prosperous condi-
-tion, and çromisrd to do al he cmuld to
increase its nember,'aud saidL hat Lmo-
perance would he made a aeci point
at the g."eat ainiablon te ha held inlu it.
Aun's parii> at au early date. This be-
ing the meeting preceding the malt
meeting of the society, the nomination
of cfficers for the coming year was pro-
ceeded with. The fol.lowing gentlemen
were then proposed and electedi:-Prei-
dent, Mr. J. D. Qainn ; vice-president,
Mnr. Janes Dioian ; secretary, Mr. Thos.
Rogers; trealiarer, Mr. M J. lynn col-
Iecting treasurer, Mr. Thenias Ward;
assistant col lecting treasurer, Mr. Tracey;
grand marshal. Mr. Win. Doonelly. Ex-
ecutive Committne-Masrs. W.Howlhtt,
James Shanahan, M Burke, Thos. Quinn,
M. Darden J. Brady' T. Crean, M. J.
Mullins, C. Shanaban,'J. Figott sud D.
Gahan.

Moeed by Mr. M. Bardon, seconded by
by Mr. T. Q unn, that a vote of condol-
ence be passed on the death of our late
member, Mr. James R>w, and that the
secretary be instracted to have a copy
sent to bis relatives. Carried.

The president announced that althougn
the>' bsd nmre doduhs lu the past year
than sual the Bociety as Stili n a pros-
perona condition financially. A most
succesefui meeting was then brought to
a close.

ST, JAMES OATHFDRAL.

On Sunday laset(lere was a apecial
musical eervice, at p.i., with orchestra,
at St. James Cathedral, the programme
being that intended for Christmas bene-
diction, which had been postponed : Th.
Dubois' " Adeste FideksI"; Gnunod's
"Na zareth "'; Gouuod'e "Ave Maria,"
with violin obhgato by Monsieur F. F.
Goulet : Wagner's "Tantua Ergo"
Genod's "Landate Dominum Omnes
Gentes)' SoluiHts : Mr. Ant. Dostrol-
maison, Mr.P . Pelletier, Mr. E. Lobel.
Organiat: Mr. O. Pelletier. Choir mas-
ter : M. G. Couture.

Dr. W. Sewrard Webb, of~ Newr York,
bas o'ffered the Siatera aof Mercy 100
acres o nor a Caholia sanitrinm


