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¥rrnn retures are reported from Algoma.

N N N I N T
i dontradictit witbont delay, Perhaps it would

Ireland js again displayed in the appoint-
ment of Mr. Dalfour, a Scotch Tory, to the
position of Uhief Secretsry of Ireland., Her
Masjsty's Government think anyone but sn
Irisoman is fit to govern Ireland, although
experience has constantly taught them other.
wise.
Baltour mey pezescse, he lacks the one esson-
tial to enccess—sympathy with the Irich
people,
in alliazce with the Landlordry he e fore-

belbetter were Sir DonaldiSmith, who is-inter-
ested for his constitnents - as well as for him-
eelf in the alleged transaction, to relieve the
public mingd of an impression which, if trae,
throws & flood of light on the motives of min-
isters in. dissolving .Parliament, and the
probable source of the enormous fnnd placed
at the dispoeal of Government candidates in
the recent eleotiona,
T m—

Ovt of the mouths of their own chosen in.
straments Tory Government and Landlord.
ism in Ireland have been exposed and con-
demned. The evidence of General Baller,
although garbled in the report, contains suffi-
cient to establizh the justice of the temants’
¢liims, nod the cruel necessity which com-
pelled them to accept the plan of campaiga.
Coercion is thus conc_lcmned in advance, and
canrot be ineisted on withont an accompany-
irg measure of sgrarian relief. And ee
another and very important stage has been
reached in the history of Ireland’s struggle
for justice, The donble grip of Landlordiem
and Cascle misrule is perceptibly weakeniog ;
as it weakens Irish strength increases. Any
concessions Sallebory may make can cnly be
regarded as wrung from his fears and his
fecbl:ness, thercfcre must the Irish people
push forward with all the mors detecmina-
tion till the full measare ot their national,
inalienable right to govern themselves in
their owa way iz fully and tirmly established,

R — A

Excrisi wrongheadedness in dealing with

whatever qgualifications Mr.

Dut,

As the ofiicial channel of a ministry

pariiament.
time, and ministera will be compelled to fight

them inch by inch.

g
a

xpenditure will be of jntercst as furgishiog

LR

secared in N&v@Sq_qpin_ must beredeemed or the
Government will have to face defeat. Hav-
ing entered upon this ‘syatem of wholessle
bribery, Ministers can only hope to retain
power by carrying it on, whatever may be the
ocost, The Opposition, as in duty bound,
will object, resist, and then a howl will be
raised that they are opposed to the interests
of the Maritime Provinoes.
happened before when Nova Sootia was
bribed with an unconstitational sobsidy and
Mr. Howe *‘ accepted the situation.”

This is what

Bat the condition of the treasury and the

state of the revenue are mnot euch
ae to warrart the further launching
into extravagsnt expenditures, Retrench-

ment, however, is seen to be impossible, so
we may prepare for a further incresse of
taxasion,
propose increased taxaticn, we have no doubt,
which led to the premature disso'ntion of

It was the prospect of having to

All these matters will take

Moat important of all, perhaps, will be the

debats, which is certain to arise, with refer.
ence to the fisheries and generally our com-
mercial relations with the United States.
further demand lor ossistance or more ac-
commodation, by the Canadian Pacific Rail-
way, is already mooted, so that, taking a
general view of the probabilities of the
gession and the party complicalions which
must undoubtedly arise, the prospects for a
session of limited dvration are by no means
brilliant,

A

e —————————————]
ONTARIO PUBLIC ACCOUNTS.
The Treasury Blue Book of the sister pro

vince presepts the fizancinl record down to
the 31st Dacember, 1856.
show that at the beginning of 1850 there was
a balance of 815G,3135 in the treasury.
Provicce
treasury, as subsidy ancd
51,196,872,

Theee accounts

The
the Domininn
specitic  grant,

obtained from

The fellowing statament of revenue snd

& means of comparison with our own pre-

his side he will be in .» pesition to dictate
absolately to Six Johu. Toeecurethis object
is donbtless the purpose ot the cancus to be
beld here this evening. Perhaps, since the
Nationalists are after Sir Jobn's scalp, Mr,
Chaplean may find an alliance with them
quite in accordance with his plans, but he
will have to be very cautious, for the Ontario
Tories must ke reckoned with, In any case,
tae question ns to who shall iead the Bleus is
sure to be resolved into the more critical one
of how lopg Sir John can msintain the
balance of power without a rupture, The
coming seasion will soon develnp the -situa-
tion, and show whether the Macdonald-
Lsngevin wing of the Cabinet or the Tupper-
Chapleau combination is the stronger. Im-
mediate strength is with the former, th:
fature belongs to the Jatter, but both bave
to reckon with a third. Union against him
may preserve them for a while, but wlen the
crisis comes, as it must at an early day, &
split i inevitable.
Lt —————
THE MARQUIS OF RIPON ON IRISH
LANDLORDS.

Foglish papers just received ccmtain the
report of a speech by the Merquis of Ripon
on the Irish question, delivered in East
PFinsbury. This nobleman, it will be re-
memberad, was at one time Grand Master of
English Freemasons, became & convert to
the Catholic Church, and was afterwards
appointed Viceroy of Indis. He called on
his hesrers to exert themselves to reverse
the verdict of the laust geueral elcetion and
extend to [rcland the self-governmeat which
Canada and Australia epjoyed, The Liberal
policy was conciliation.  The Ministerial
policy might be sumined up in the words, the
petroleum can, the torch tnd crowbar, the
illegal pane! and packed jory. Referring to
recent aspects of the lapd rtruggle in ‘he
gister jule, to which England behuves like a
crael step-aieter, His Lordshipseid @

* Putting pressure npon the landlords was
better than doing nothine, thovgh it was a

clomsy method and a dar gerous substitute for
the authority of aeowrt « f Low,

Iv con'd oaly

then we mast prapars for a row on the lines
laid down in. the Edmunds bill, however dis.
agreeable the prospect may be, Gloucester
fishermen will poach in our waters we may
be sure. Some of them will ke caught, and
their vemsels confiscated. Thid will bring
matters to a head. Should the absurd and
wicked threat of non-intercourse be then
reaorted to, we must endnre it with what
fortitude we possess. 'Oae thing is pretty
certain,—the event would deatroy Tory
government utterly in Canada, in view of
which we can contemplate it with calmness
not unmixed with satisfaotion, since it wonld
lead to a thorough revision of our relations
with the Republic and the Empire. Such a
revigion must bo made sormer or iater, and,
we believe, the sooner the better.

PARTY POLITICS AND THE MILITIA,

Sir Adelphe Caron, from a political as well
as sn ad ministrative point of view, has com-
mitted a grave blunder, if the report that
comes from Quebec be true. The deapatch
in a contemporary reads as follows ;—

* By anorder from the Minister of Mi'itia,
who iv now here, the Ninth Battalion, which
commenced its sanual drill this week, was
abraptly ocdered yesterdaj to discontinue, and
pepleare asking what this menns, if it is nut
another attempt on the part of Sir A, P. Caron
ta reveuge himself in a peity way on Col,
Amyot, M.P., the commander of the battalion.”

It will be remembered, of course, that Col.
Amyot is oce of the Blens who went into
Opposition on the Riel question, although,
at the hoad of his battalion, he did good
service suppreesing the rising in the North-
West. The 3:h isone of the most service-
able corps in this province, and certainly
ought to ke treated with highest considera-
tion apard altrgether from the party relations
of its commanding cfficer. But, while Sir
Adoiphe Caren is Micister of Militia, he ia
not the cfficer commmanding the militia. Gen.
Middleton holds thot position, reccives the
psy sud allowances, and from him all orders
relating to’drili and discipline should emarate,
It woull, therefore, Le scmething new and
w:together unpricedented were the Mixister

1eg§nl;tim_ in relation to the dem
been nothing but a- series of disrepu: g
schemen for the plain purpose ofswingyj, e
peopla.qnt of their rights and placip fh”!'
lnn?hiae at the dispoeal of his owp il o
partizans, ' This great disgracefu], pol::'
fact stands out with shamefaoi Prominey "~
the storm of the eleotion con.estg .ub:;e N
To secure hirurslf in power, Sir Jobn da.
culated the election law, he pext impog :m"
izfamous Gerrpmander on Octorip the te
concocted his Revising Barriater’ ntren' pe
and tope off this pyramid of elenti: ot
ing rascalities with the irmponﬂfn.
pertisan Returning Officer—the whole .y
rounded with bribery agents, e
pensers, bullies, bosses and thq blundey;,
poll clerk, to makesure should the electcse-l '\
too many for the Tory candidate, b
Never was such a diabolical uttog
upon the liberties of a nation under ¢
of law. Yet with all these rascalitiey
pervert the judgment of the electorate H;o
government havaonly a bare majarity, “,h ¢
would they have been had the peogle bne:fa
& positicn to give a free, fair, full expr;c.,- o
of their opinion? Anyone who imagines.ihon
these evils and wrongs will be Permitteq f
continue aud bear the fruits we d N
in demorsalization and corruption, know litg)
of the men who have undertaken the tuskt e
purging and purifying parliament, *
s ——
IRISH CATHOL N by
FOLITICAL, FATCr: e TADLAY
In the Beaton Pilot of the 12th inat,, they,
appe.nra gome correspondence which clnus fo.,
pussing comment. The three lotters ¢, Wwhich
we allude deal with the position of tie Liish
C .tholic people of Canada in relution ¢ pabis
tical parties, Lne Grat of these is from th;
regular correspondent of the Pilgt .1 1y
wyo takes the same ground that we §, ste hold
ull aleng in these colamns, Referrin., 1o the
claim set up by an admirer of ( ::'.:z lian
Toryism, that Sir John Macdoua'q’,
ment dererves credit for its action
Home Rale question, the
writes ;

whiakey dis.

k Made
he fory,

iy Witneg

tuwa,

woverg.
e the
Corcespandent

doomed to cflicial failure, if not physical col-
lnpse, likehis immediate predecessorand many
others who went before him and tried to
govern Ircland in o wuy that Ireland hes de-

sueceed with the best wnd most reasonable
iandlords, and left the people at the merey of
e worst and mest emtacrassed, e objeeod
to the manner in which the evictions were ear-
ried cut, brean-e it was unworthy of w civilizad

to act in the manocr indicated by the de-
aputch guoted abeve,
He could, of courge, tuggest such an order

vince. Ontario obtainel 2333004 [rom in-
terest on investments and on debts due from
Cannda te Ontario. The Crown Linds De-

Taey give Dawson a majority of 28,
. \'Vbi!e agreat many of his frllow oy

men in the Donnnion do oot doubs f,,. iy
ment that Johu Costigan is a thorow. I~-“':T
sl

wman at beart, they object, and rightly, (),

P'Hi kL szeme to have bzens ot of crooked-

woss in the Alroma elestion, all in favor of | termined she shall not be goverped. ford | Partmeut  produced 2788 656, licenses ration, and was caleulated to influne the feel- [ and the General could put it in force, Drob- his pacty. H , ts

Br. Daweon, Itis alleged that the riturss | Salisbury has declared that the Irish question | $211,162, casual revenue 42572, Algema i[l':ﬁlilr:‘:u%(;)ati:?ltql‘;?fU:;n"l?!-'\.‘f‘:::?{:\i I:'Ola’lte- %]:\l; ably that was the actoal fact. If eo, we “‘;ﬂ}zh‘;g;t 2“" ‘é"lf:l‘il:}:i‘;zdng\fr[“xtu\ sl s
: . - . y . n ; : g cse y-packing Sliur 4 . ame e h sd resolution of

have been tampercd with and that a recoust | is * a horrid nightmare.”! We ore not as- | taxes  $13,143, law  etamps  $62,290, | aAgopee, he asked how ¢mld they exprct tin: | inight as well dispense with o General alto- [ Hon. Hdward Blake, at the Jna l,.:“».(,-',l.th?

Parliament, dmanding Home Ry;le fr“u,:,]‘d

will give br. Burk a majority.

Ox accotst of the late Henry Ward
Leecher's alleged heterodoxy, the Congrega.
tional ministers of Chicago refured to send
Mrs. Beecher a meessge of condoleence. As
the first principle of Congregnationslism is the
entire independence of each congregaticn, the
charge of heterodoxy seems rather curious,

———

Tuav Goon Tory, the Hamiltan Spertator,
nits its brother of this city on the head with
rte editorinl club in this style : —¢* The Mont-
renl Gazelte is more than disingenuous, it is
dishoaoest.” Ioformation appears to travel
very elowly from Montreal to Hamilton, but
it is pleasing to Lnow that it gets there nt

last.
e e ]

—

Tue Imisn Qrestiox is rapidly aesuming
portentious proportions. It seems as if the
Salisbury Government are determined to
drivg‘?’ Ireland to desperation, in order to
place the ecountry under marshal law, The
liwit of humon endurance has been reached,
and an explosion of popular wrath may occur
al any moment,

VWigEN witaesses in election bribery cases
+kip out with the evidect intention of avoid-
ing giving evidence und defenting the ends
¢! jusitice, their activn may be taken asa con-
fersion of guilt. The persons who have
jumped their bii’ in the Quebec West hnibery
affair bave pivin nway McGreevy's caae bad-
Iy, butthe tectimony of Father Burke re.
maing, nad that is scfficient we should thick
to void the election,

Tne FixascialL Crasit in the Maritime
Provinces may be distinetly traced to the
recent sucsess of the Government in the
elections, A policy which has closed the
avenues of profitable trade and destroyed the
shippiog industry, having heen again con.
firmed, took away the hope of change for the
better which buoyed up the merchants of the

East. They hung on so long aa the imme-

diate prospect ot a change of government
gave reasonable expectation that the barriers
would be lowered, but tlie unfortnnate poli-
tical retnlt hag precip-iated « finnncial crisis
aad is sure to lead to results still more dis.

aatrous.
[P

I is rather singnlar that Optarie with al}

its bonsted progrees should show a falling cit

in the pumber of children attending the
public schools. According to the report of
the Minister of Education just issued, com.
prieing the statistics for 1855, the total num.
ber of children of school age in the Province
in the latter year was 583,147, Of theee
471,235 were actually pupils in atéendance on
the public and separate gchools. T'his shows
an increase of 5,561, as comparad with 1854,
But it 2 considerably short of the number
actually atteoding school in 1876, amounting

o 489,664, Since that time the numler
steadily decreaced until 1883, when the
ipupils only numbered 462,887, We should
ijudge by theso figures Lthat the public schools
ybBeve fallen greatly into diefavor, or else the
Jpopulation of the province is on the decrease,

e r——————]

—

I #5 STATED on good aunthority that a
_proporition will be made in Parliament dus.
ing the comicg session.to grant the Canadian
Pacific Ruwilway Company a carh bonus of
four millice's of dollars as comsideration for
the surrende of thio monopoly olauses of ite
charter! If ¢he report: is not- founded on
inot the orgapa of the Govérnment had bettar

education department £38,229 apd putlic

tonished, and rather pleased, to hear him
8ay B0,
generally get wakened up with a rode shuk-
ing. Perbapa that is what he wants,
time the futility of the policy of coercion is
being Cemenstrated more thoroughbly every
day, and the indications now are that the
present (overnment cinnot continue the
gtruggle much longer.

People suffering with nightmare

Mean-

E——————

A GRREAT WANT.

Since the Hon. Mr. Helton and the Hor,
Mr. Huntington passed away the LEoglish
speaking Liberala of (Juebec province have
suffered grevionsly tor the want of acapable
man to lead them. At preeent there ia no
sppearance of cne arising unless, indeed, the
Hon. Peter Mitchell should sssume the posi-
tion, His being the representative of a Now
Brunawiclk constituency may mot quite fill
the bill in the estimatica of thoze who take a
local view, but heis, as a matter of fact,
largely identified with Montreal interests ; he
has the ability, tbe capacity to lead, personsl
popularity and thorough acquaintance with
the people. He could take the lead of the
English Liborals and, were he to devote him-
self to the duties of the position, we believe
he would sotnn build up a party that would
command respoct and confidence in and out
of parlinment. He hss enermy, independ-
ence, cxperience, o clean record, and is just
the man for the occasion if he will only see
his opportunity snd embrace it.

to obtain zn
minittry,
grently wenkening tho government as a
whole, has considerably altered thu relative
positions of certaino miniaters.
who was kept in the backgrousd, forced to
content bimself with a minor portfolio by the
infloence of Sir Hector Langevin nad Sir

institutions £89,920, makinz the tot«l con-

5 Nrirdrd

solidated revenue for the year 82,777,183.
From open accounts, such as fiie insurances,
drainage debentures and sals of snouities
371,476 were obtained, and 81.663,210 were
withdrawn from special deposit,
deposits made during the year amounted to
81,676,933, aud the bank balance on Decem-
ber 31st, 1888, was £107,549.

The special

Expenditures out of consolidated revenue

fund amounted to §2,4588 Y54, against £2,777,-
153 of revenue,
wera 8574,158 for education, $356,010 for
maintenance of nsylums, £346,641 for admin-
istration of justice, §183, 049 for civil govern.
meat, $145,213 for colonizatinn roads, $125,-
259 for agriculture, $115,612 for legislation,
and $103,416 for hospitala and charities.
Repairs and censtruction of public works and
buildings amount to 8279,966, aid to railways
247,982, annuitiea §33,550.

The most important iteme

On the whole the expenditures are largely

within the income, and the surplus remains
untouched.

THE CABINET SPLIT,
It does not require very great penetration
inside view of the Ottawn
The resuls of the elections, while

Mr, Chapleau,

THE COMING SESSION, Adolphe Caron, is now »neat to Sir
(iovernment orgaus say that as far as the Charles Tl.}pper, the most influential member
of the Cabinet. Already he has made his in-

intertion of ministers are concerned the
coming tesgion of the Federal Iarliament will
be ehort. The zeascn of the year is certainly
unpropitious, but the duration of the session
must depend on other things Lesides the in-
tention of ministers, To them the prospect
o! o stormy aession lasting into or through the
dog days is not a pleasant prospect. But the

fluence felt in various ways,
coming to the front nnd are busy fortily-
ing him for future movements on the political
chess board.
Hector may have heretofore cherished to the
leadership of the French Conservatives, he
must now abandon them. His following, if

Hia triende are

Whatever pretensions Sir

interests of the country are pursmount to the he ever reall_y bad one, has  been
convenience of the Ministry, ant the Oppost. destroyed, ~while that of ~his rival
has  been increased in number and

tion is not likely to withhold «xposures of
abuses out of deference to thuse who have
atalen a popular verdict by the most fagrant
fraud and corruption,

The indictment againit the Government,
which Mr. Blake wculd have prescnted this
winter hal the late Parliament becn sllowed
to run its fall term, has bLeen materislly
lengthened and streogthened by recent
events, Mbr, Blake is now in a botter yosi-
tion, by reason of his incressed following,
to urge public attention to these matters,
and he will take care, we may bo sure, that
theyshallnot besuppressed indeference to the
wishes of those principally implicated. The
coming session i8 the proper time to go into
these questions and they will be gone into,
no matter how much the session may te pro.
longed in consequence. The new parliament
cannot carry things with the same high hand
that distinguished the ironclad majority in
that whicn has passed away, Of course it
would be more ngreeable to ministers to have
no session at all, but since there
is & constitutional neceesity for going through
parliamentary formalities, care must be taken
that these formalitiea shall be made ag inter-
esting and beneficial to the country as pos.
sible. .

The financial situation ia such as to canse
grave uneasiness, All we Lknow is thatl the
debt has been raised to colossal proportions,
that there is an enormous deficit and that
pledges have been recklessly made during the
late campaign for railway and other works
mounting up to meny millions. The promised

bribes by which a government :najority wae

solidity. Mr. Chapleaz may not insist on
displacing Sir Hector in the Pablic Works
department, bnt he will press, we may be
sure with successs, for a position {n the
Cubinet with greater influence and patronage
thon that of Secretary of State. In prepar-
iog for future confingencies he hae, no
doubt, perceived that Sir Charles Tupper is
the only available leader in the not imyrob.
able event of Sir John Macdonald’s retire.
ment.
must see in Mr. Chaplean a man afier
his
all others most able to assist him to the
Premiership.
John ; he is not jealous of an able collesgue,
thinkieg himself, no doubt, more than =
match for any one,

On the other hand, Sir Chailss

own heart, and the one above

Sir Charles is not like Sir

But Sir John, if heis determined to retain

his position, will work to keep the Tapper-
Chapleau combination from becoming too
powerful. We, therafore, may Prepare to see
him stard by Sir Hector. Sir John knows per-
feotly well thatSir Charles, with theassistance
of Mr. Chapleau, would pitoh him overboard
sny moment, a3 he actually proposzd to do
on a former occasion, |
strong as yet to fear any such attempt,
There are difficulties, however, looming
shead that may suddenly change the whols
position apd compel him to retire or pull
down the whole government with him.
gelf-sacrifice is a virtue he has mever dis.
played the chances are that he will not give
way if he can help it. ‘But should Mr. Chap.
lsan #eoure the Conservative Independents en

But Sir Jobo iz o0

" As

Irish people to respect the law if the sub-sheriffs
werc allowed to violate it. Rather than allow
this state of things to contiaue, he thonght it
would be better to abolish trial by jury alto-
gether. The story of Irish administration by
the present Government was one of folly and
blunder from beginning to end.”

When men like the Marquis of Ripon, who
ia an honor to his ¢lase, which, vefsrtunately
for England, has but few like him, thus ally
themselves with the justice secking tenantry
of Ireland, we may be sure that the tine for

equitable settlement is not far cff.

RECIPROCITY OR RETALIATION.

When Sir Leonard Tilley unfolded the
National Policy in his budget speech in 1579,
he laid great strets on the argument that, ae
o retaliatory measure, it wounld have the
effect of forcing the United States to grant
reciprocity. Iundeed, this view of the new
policy was the one chiefly urged in
the Maritime provinces to secure the adhesion
of the people in the east to it.

Eight years have passed since then, and
the CGovernment claim, with some ehow o
reason, that the people bave thrice declared
their faith in the policy of prstection and
retaliation. There can be no deulit Lus the
principle is a sound one under ¢xisting crp-

ditions. We mnst, however, adn:is that iz
has  failed lamentably ro fir ws o
means fer obtaining reciprocity.  And

were it net for tie fisheries embrogho the
two countries might continue theic taiiff
hostility iudefinitely. Bat i5 i3 now jduin
that the trade relations of the Sutes azd
Canada are teo intimate by nature and ne-
cessity for the successful prosecution ty
cither of a commercial war of wutusl exclu-
sion, They want as much from us s we
want from them, and it may us well Le
underatood at once that we wil nut sur.
ronder one jot or tittle of our righ's withcut
an equitable guit pro guo, It iz as necessary
the Goverpment of England should thorough-
ly tnierstand the Cavadian attitude on this
point aa the Government at Washington,

Our desire is to live on terms of the most
comnplete amity with the United States and
to cultivate trade with s few impediments
as possible, but we ure not to be bullied into
making conceszions,

If the Amerlcans are not determined to
pick o quarrel and attempst to take by forze
and fraud what they might have on fuir
terms, there ought surely ba some means for
settling impending difficulties. Rut if such
means are not found before spring opene, our

goverament must, at whatever expense and/

annoyance, protect the interests of ocur fish-
ermen, We cannot submit to speliation, al.
thongh there are people in the Repnblic who
think they can frighten Canada, osver.reach
England, get all they demand and give
nothing in  retarn. Quite possibly
both peoples may lose enormously in
the querrel, but whatever the loss, we
stand upon our rights, If theprowpect is not
very bright for Canada it is by no means en-
couraging to the States.

But there is very little eatisfaction for us
in the reflection that all this trouble might
have been avoided had wiser counsels pre.
vailed at Ottawa, and the late President
Arthur's advanves fowards reciprocity been
wmet in a proper apirit by Sir John Macdonald.
He threw away the opportunity which he
pretended to desire, and thereby ray the risk
of paralyzing our yrade with the one people
on earth with whom it is our greatest interest
to live cu good terme, '

Negotintions are ssid to be going on be-
tween London and Washington logking to
& settlement of the matters in dispute, .’ 1

they resul! favorably, well and good ; if not,

gether and save our money, for he wou!ld be
only o putative commander-in-chief, and it
would be some relief, in the eveut of a fuss,
to be rid of the feathers.

The incident related of the 9th, however,
only serves to emphasize a complaint that
hus long existed ia the militia, There are
bundreds of gentlerren in Canada who look
back on the time and money they wasted in
the service with feelings of regret not un
minrgled with self-cortempt. When they
think of how they worked to keep up their
companies ; how they studied to make them-
selves efficient; how they were prepared with
heroic self-sacrifice to devote their lives and
their fortunes to the service of their country,
and then reflect on the shabby way they were
treated by the militia authorities, and the
contempt with which they were gazetted out,
they fzel like m:n who had made {ocls of
themselves ard werc treated according to
their deserte,

But the demoralization of our militia,
patent to everybody who takes the trouble to
observe it, has been caused by just such
matters ps that reported from Quebee, By
using the service as a party or political
cngine ita efliciency haa been very seriously
impaired. Wo all know how favoritism in
appointments and promotions has brought
the whole system into contemps. All these
thicgs were bad enough, but when militia
abuses rexch astage where a minieter directly
ioterf res with the diacipline of u hattalion
in u-iter to visit peliticn! displeesnre «n a
capal.le e ilizer, enduraces has found o limit,
The qneetivn is now ripe for parliumentsry
review, aud Col, Amyot will be justified in
pushivg an investigation before the Co:nniens
at Ottuwa,

ELECTION FRAUDS AND CON.
SPIRACY.,

Thinga have come to a pretty pass in Can.
ada when returning ofticers take upon them-
selves to decide who shall and whe skall not
repregent the constituencies, without regard
to the declared will of the people expressed
Ly the majority of ballots, 1t is worse stil)
when a retoroing officer can vitiste an elec-
tion by his own neglect or wilful viclation of
the law. But when we see in a nuis-
ber of constituencies returning officers
acting in & way to secure the electicn
of government candidates againet all odds, the
inferecnce iz unaveidable that a wide-
spread conepiracy was arranged to defeat the
will of the electcrate—n conspiracy in which
ths Government must be beld oy the prime
mover, since in every fnstanmce the illegal
practices wero for the beunefit of its candi-
dates. The scandals of bribery, coercion,
corruption, intimidation, were very shocking,

land, were 1t mot that he was under thy §, ..
the Urange clique, and was forced to t‘f }:".i"‘ff
vient 10 the bidding of the crafty Prerier, [-'
nilk-and water substitute of the Hon \{}e
Costigan to Mr. Blake's straightfo; ward mlics
was voted for by Col. U'Brjeq, th. (;,-m;un
tirebrand M. ,l’. for Muskoka, becaus., in Lhﬁ{
Joyne bully’s words: "It was the ope W it‘:h
would have the Jeust effuct!” Some L;n:
afterwrds when the ex-member fos '},"'lu‘le'
Mr, O'Brien, was passing through Conady e
expressed nuch regret to Rev, Father Flauory
of e, Thomas, Ont., for the defent of Mt
Blake’s resolutions which would, if casried, have
materialiy helped the cause of the Parneliios,”

The tacts here stated are ubsolutely s
sailable. They never have haen contradicted,
The only defence set up for the L'ories is thay
Mr. Bluke mioved his resolutiung for party
purposes. This is both weak and childich,
for the Liberal leader stoad to lrse us much
as he cculd gain by taking the course he did,
Buat the apolagists for Toryism tike cara to
conceal the fact that Mr., Rlake has ulways
been an eloquent and consistert advocste of
Home Rule. They aleo refrain froem men.
tioning that the Ornngemen of Canada, who
are the most bitter opponents of Home Rule,
are all Tories, and their lodges are acthirg
more than Tory nurseries, nnd aciive 1.
chines in th= intereet of the Tury party, If
any doubt could be entertained . thiy pint
it is set at rest by the fact that tin Djyicics
Orange Lodge of Carleton acdepte i wnu k-
lished in the Ottawa Cétizen & reselotion en.
dorsiny the candidature of *hrothes ™ Nir
John Macdonald for Parlinment.  The chief
reagon for passing this motion was stated at
the time to have buen she succesatol oppasi-
ticn macde by Sir John's Government to Ar,
Blake's Home Rule resolution,

These facts are 8o well known to cveryone
who reads in Canada that it is astonishing
how o person styling himself ** An Irish
Canadian” can have the hardihced to address
The Pilot with the plea that the Tory party
of Canada is friendly to Home Rule, and
partionlerly 8o to Irish Caitholics, Thipcor-
respondent says :—

* We have now five Catholic Ministers—ir
Hecter Langevin, Sir Adrlphe Caron, Mr.
Costngnu, Mr, Chapleau and Mr, Thompsous
Me, Thompszon is_a man in whom every Irish-
man finds a friend—a man against whom cven
his unscrupulous engmies have naught tosay.
Mr, Costigan has served us well anu_prudently,
never running the risk ot doing the Trish couee
an injury by bringing it up at a time or uvder
circunstances calenlated to recure for it an ad-
verse consideration. Ior this prudence he bas
been condemned by the unthinking.”

The personal alluzions in this cxtract ars
entirely uncalled for. No exception has ever
been taken to any of the gentlemen named
except on tha ground of their public conduct.
a8 ministers and members of the Tory party.
As for Mr, Costigan’s “ prudence,” that wub
dictated solely with the view of not disturb-

ing the harmony of the Tory party. That be

but when returoing officera take upon them- Wes always prudently nccommodating not to

selves the exercise of arbitrary power, in the
interest of the Ministry of the day, elections
become farcical, and balloting for mambers of
parliament a wretched travesty or popular
liberty.

It was pointed out at the time Sir Jobn
Macdonald changed the eleotion law, that the
clause he introduced giving the Government
power to select its own creatures to perform
the duties of Returning officers, that just
such unscrupulions tactics might be expeoted.
Mr. Mackenzie’s Act made the appointment
of sheriffs and registrars os Returning officers
absoluge ; Sir John's * amendmeut ” gave the
Government power to appoint whoever they
pleased. Will anyone pretend that the law
was not thus changed for the worse without
an object?! And will it be contended that
the object is not plainly revealed in the action
of the Returning officers in Chateanguay,

“Yamneka, Queen's, N.B., and Jolietto ?

Indeed, the whole history of Sir John’s

bring up any question that wcuid raise the
latent bigotry of the majority surporting the
Ministry may be to his credit as s politician;
but those who hold the Irizh queation
pa:amount to all others fail to see much
virtue in 8 man who sacrificed his professed
Irish and Home Rule principlea to party
exigencies, Mr. Costigan and those Irishmen
who side with him have been condemned be-
cause they proved themselvos more subser-
vient to 3ir Jokn Macdonald and his *im-
placables” than faithful to the cause of ire-
land, _

The third letter in The Pilot deals with
““Orapgeism in Canada and the United
States,” The writer, Mr. Newton T. Har-
rington, shows very conclusively that the
Maodonaldite party in Coanada is distinct-
ively of the reactionary British Tory type,
and supports his. contention with  ex-
tracts - from ; specchess - by- . English

and  Canadian Toriee,: and from the :




