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| A rALDor TERRISE WAR 1N THE
L A A YENTRENTH OENTUEY. -

OHAPTER XVI,—Conrnsuip.

: « Bo, ‘gentlemen, to your stations” sdded

" . MacDomogh ; and the group disiolved.

. Bpeedily there “was a blowing of homg, &

__Deating of drums and s musteriog of men.-

" #he ingurgent soldiers formed their ranks

- .snd went through_thelr msucavied with a
good ‘show of diediplive. ‘In.a short time
-shey wers moving in joog columnsg of march
on . the rosd “to Hanor-Hamllbon. After
marching for gowoe time they ware joined by
another division of their army,. which bhad
marohed from Dromahaire, and which was-
Jed by an officer who now assumed command
o1 the entire joroe.

Thiz was COolonel Luke or Limcas Tanaffs,
one of the remarkeble Irlah leaders of the
dsy, but one who was destined to leave behind
him 8 very poor reputation an a commander,
He was the son of John, Visiount Tasffa of
Coranne, the son of a military adventurer-
-who had espoused the oansa of Ellzsbeth
against the Irish, obtalning In reward of
#is services a grant of the strong omstle of
Ballymots, snd of the forfelted lnnds
of the Mac Dovoghs, Time rolled om,
however, apd trought those Taaffes of
Ballymote—of whose lordly line the present
{llustrions Priins Minister of Austrla I8 now
the representative—heart and goul into the
Irish oause; 8o that now both Lord Taaffe
and hls gon Lucas were In the front ranks of
the Oonfedorates—but the prestige of both was
very low. Tke readers of Irieh history will
remember {hat the command of the Munster
army was scarcely entrusted to Lord Taaffe
when this incapable commander was defeated
with great slaughter by the rnthless Inohiquln
on the fatal fisld of Knooknanoss; ard will
Temember algo that when Oromwell 1aid slege
o New Roap, the governor of that town, who
capltulated nt simost the first roa~ of the par-
lUsmentary cannon, was Major.General Luke
Tasffo—tho same individual who s now pre-
sout before us, :

As Oclonel Taaffs rode up be was sur-
younded by a number of the Irzsh leaders,
with whom ke maintained a light and jiunty
convearaation duriag the march— & cONvOrsa-
tlon overheard by our hero, who In hia post of
orderly was constantly near the person of the
oommander,

uIndeed, gontlemen all,” gald he, “ the

_ news I bring from Galway 12 not the beot;
‘but slnce the meetlng of Olansickard, our
TLord President, and the oblef men of that
oounty et Loughres, malters bave
improved. Our effective foxce thero
in August Imet was, I protest unto yom
not above three hundred in number
and we bad but litle reat or quletness
The forcss of the county Mayo had encamped
et Shrule, on the borders of the two countiles,
and my Lord Mayo ssnt to us for ald—ald, In-
deed! —bslng well known to his lordship
how able we are to spare any ; but his lord-

" shlp wss pleszed to wiite plainiy
that if we ¢id not Im retributlon of
his forces lass then snstained paral-
el his conrtesies, wa would expect r » moro
ald from thence—give hima fair exouse ot &
denial. As for the English news, the king
and Parliament are still st great dlstsnce—

_ the Lord of Heaven continue them 20 uutil
1send them absolullon.” .

« Heard you sught of the sapplles,colonel 7’
inquired an cfficer.

u Ay, the powder bestowed by the Uouroil
npon Uopnanght 18 sent partly to Mayo snd
partly to Ualway, not to be touched until our
Provinoial Councll distributs it as they think
fit. But we can awalt ita division; for has
not Sergeant.Major O'Dowda furnished v=
wwith a eupply, for which he ghall be prompt.
pald? Besides, tho powder made at Lou: |
Hin is as good as any in Ireland, and we e.-
want no more of that commodity 80 we bo
dornished with all other necessaries.”

s But tell me,” he exolaimed, eagerly, “how
have things gone on with you hera? I've
heard with sorrow that poor Carberry has
been opproseed by the insolent powesr of the
Northerns, and that Hamllton intended to
ake a hot Ohrisimas at Ballymoto and burn
our town to ashes., Woell, thank heaven! my

" mother took my advice, and had the costle
ditch well secured before the bad weather
overtock it. The reportof the atrange ehip-

.ping at Bligo gave me no amall occaslon of
fear. Tell me, In what restzalnt was Ullver
O'Hara kept by the sherlff since my leaviog
hera? I thonght be would speedily ory mea
eulps, but finding that he atood sc stifly upon
his justification, I promised to desire justice
sgalnst him, and sgainst the sherlf also If ke
went not acoording to bis directions,” ste.,
weoto.

‘While Taaffe was thus holding Jorth, Mac
Doncgh, who rode some pacez in his resr,
gide by side with O'Dowda, ssemed plunged
in a deepand gloomy reverie. Suddenly he
1fted his downocast eyes and addressed the
sergeant-malor :—

& O'Dowda, my frlend.”

« What now, Brian 7

« It i@ curlous, O'Dowda ; I feel now what
1 havenever felt before, a ohilling sensation
of myetoriong dr.ad—of what I know not, for

_ Ifiatter myself I fear not death ; it must be &
pregenilment of evil: how say you ?”

« Pooh | an Idle fancy. Come, coms, leave
pishthrogues to the hags.”

« @lve mo your hand, Telge.”

4 You're welcome to 1f, Mac Donogh.”

« Taige, my wile and little ones are living
in thelr old home on tbe green slopss of
Collooney, or the banks of the pieasant
Unslop, and oloes by the casile which our

. clsnsmen wrested two years ago from the
brood of the Undertaker Oooper. In case I
iall, you will iake my bleseing to my lonely

1ittle nest.”

4 Drive out of yourhead that ugly Idea of
ialling. Btiil, if the worst should bapp:m,
Yl fulfil your requeat, thaugh, dhar mo corp,
1ittle would I Iike the job."

o A hundred thousand thanks.”

4The Albanach! the Albanach!" rang the
united exclawation of many voloes.

Mapor Hamiiton castle was viclble, and in
a fisld adjacent was a crowd of mem, which
increazed every moment.. The:castle pertal
- wrag open, and thers wag & continual ftitting

~in and out of figures—fgures of srmed
_Puritans, on whoss - helmeta. and corselete
'the sunrays caoght many a  sparklicg
point. It was evident from their oonfusion
that the coming of the Irish had taken them
gulte by surprise; but they were very soon

- drawn up in a ruds order of battle confronting

" ghelr enemies. They were all on foot, no

- oavalry helng vielble among them. They

-~ awalted the Irish aftack in & steady, tilent

" myray jor & short time; but saddenly {aced to

- ghe left axid commenced & rapld maxoh guite:
away from the ocastle,-~ ' -’ C .

« What moans this?" ejsculated Taaffe,/in

- owupdse, ol :

. .The answer aoon came, = - - Do

-+ w Ho; oolonel," cried one of the-1rlsh €couts,
“¥idiog. farlously “up, “there are aliout two-

*- flomemof the Albanach's: hordes-.and many

©, head-of: Kine graxing two miles henoce,-guard-.

3k
)

‘the:Puritans were marohing. . .
B’a,lihor“nim fo unite thelr foroes; we
‘must provent that” ssid Tasfle, .. -

80 wo'mus{ after them with gpeed, - Throw
at the donble with your diviaion,  We
sgpportyou.” . .. T
* The Puritbans, hotly followed,wers hrought
to bay on the crest of a  hill, whers they

theém, parallel with thefr line, rrn an - esrthen
wall, or « ditch * (so-called);. their -fanks
were protected by Inequalities of the ground,
ard along the bege of the hill below them
ran a deep and swollen stream,spanned by s
‘marrow xustio bridge. '

« Fareah, farsoh! sttack, attack I” shouted
the Insurgents, ardentfor the fray, 18 EooD 88
- tliey were bxought tos halt atthe foot of the
hiii oconpied by thelr enemlies ; and the Irleh
leaders at once set abont preparing for
battle.

They divided their force, whioh wes- lete
than two hundred men, into three columns,
aselgning each column a proporiionste num-
ber of musketaers, the latter numbering about
a hundred. MacDonogh held commandfof
the firsé colamn, ’Dowda of ths aecond, and
Osptain Willlam Tyrrell of the thizd. In this
order the Irish advanced agalnst the Parléan
array. They crogsed the river by the bridge,
across which MscDonogh wag the firat to
pass, witkout any ocasualty, maucenvered on
on the bank In order to present a full front to
the enemy, snd advanced steadily up the
hill. MsoDonogh hed dismounted from his
horse, esvaral of his brother officers fcllowlng
his example, and, sword in hand, sncourag-
ing theiz mon to charge.

A volley burst from the Puritan line. It
was row, a8 the half of bullets hurled through
thetr ranks, plecing many men korede combat,
that the Ineurgoots betrayed thelr want of
steady dlacipline. Iritated by the galling
fire of the enemy, the Irish troops broke thelr
ranks snd charged up the hill in & looge, 1m-
petuons body, thelr musketsers opening a
scattered and Irregular fusilade, and their
pikemen, thelr wespons to the charge, rush-
ing upwards with fisrce battle-orles,
Suddenly, us the Irish came esgerly up the
alope, the Paritar Iine broke and fled, Ham-
flion and his men leaping over the ditoh that
croased the top of the hill ; g0 thetin a min.
ute the Irlsh saaw no trace of an enemy eave
the bodles of those who hed fsllen beneath
thelr fira,

“ Victory! Hurrah!”"—and the insurgents
galving the orest of the hill, rushed towards
the diich stretching along in front.

Bat instantly aleng this ditch rana line of
smoke and flame, a8 the repottaof & hundred
muekets beloblng forth desth rang on the alr,
A terrific death.storm swept through the
Itlgh masses, levelllng several men to the
ground, snd throwing the whole force into
confuslon. The Irlsh wavered, and ere they
oould recover from the effectof thelt surprise,
there wes a secord roll of musketry on thelr
Ieit fitnk, and another deadly tempest of lead
whistled threugh thelr midst. It came from
& {resh body of Hamilton's men—that which
bad been guarding bis cattle some disiance
off, and which had now amrlved In time to
parilcipate In the fight.

« SBteady, men, steady—oharge ! orled Qol-
onel Mac Donogh, wavind hls sword.
Baut in  waln. For pow on the
wavering Irlsh, front and flank, the exnliing
Hamllton hurled his masges of plkemen, who
charged the Irlsh with the utmost fisrcenesa
and ardour, For a few minutes n combat,
sharp and forlous, 1aged on the crest of the
hill, when a Puritan leader, one John Cuan-
ningham, was mortally wounded; and then
the Insurgents, hopelessa and panio-stricken,
began to reirent in wlld confusion, notwith.
standing ,the valiant efforts made by thelr
{-~ders to zally them.

« Fight! fight! Tiretagh to tho rescuel”
wdmund O'Tracy heard & hoarss, familiar
volce shout the worde, and at that fnetaat he
&aw the herculean frame of O’Dowda towering
in the midat of the terrlble mslee that raged
on the hili.crest. The doughty sergeant-
major's {eatures were begrimed with blood
and powder, and the large falchlon ke was
wieldipg with deadly effeot was red from bilt
to polnt, In s moment he had loat sight of
bira, but fn the next he oaught sight of
another leader (Mao Donogh) clossly engaged
in the thick of tbe fray, and making a flerce
ngd vallant struggle agsinst overwhelming
odds.

« Ntrike, comraden! strike for the old
counfry!” o:led the colonel, who was fight.
Ing barsheaded, sword In kand; and
his volca rang high above the din of gonfilet.
Ad ho rpoke, he with difficulty parried the
thrusts of a number of Purltan pikemen wha.
weze lunging at him furlously with thelr loag
weapons,

« Bescne the colonel !” sang out O'Tracy,
and he began $o foros his way forward to the
support of the almost overpowered officer.
But that moment there was s sgudden rush,
and Edmund found himeself engaged face to
facewith the enemy’s plkemen. He imme-
diately reoelved a deep thrust in the shoulder,
but requited the giver with a elash across the
fingers, Turnlng asl !e the bristling plkes, he
locked for MasoDonogh, and saw the latter,
who bkad been wounded by a musket.ghot in
the leg, fighting desperately om bis kness,
and heard him still callleg on bis men to
rally and charge. Agaln 0'Tincy sought

to cul his way (o the ocolonels
resoue, but ecarce had ke moved o
yatd towards him when he eaw a

Paritan preeent hie plece and vhoot the brave
mean through the head.

Withthe colonel's death svirtuslly ended
the battle. The fatal shot wes Lardly fired
whep O'Tracy felt bimselt borme down the
hii), io splte of his struggrles, In the midat of
8 demoralieed mnultitude of fselng In-
surgentd. Almost Immedistely, ho found
bimeelf precipitated Into the river running
at the loot, from which he drow himsslf with
diffioulty. The solftary Iittle bridge had
given way bensath tho pressure of tha fiylog
masser, end many 0f the Insurgents wero
drowzed in tho swollen siream, Into which
they aboved each other In their fiight, Ham.
liton did mot pureue the retremting Irish, of
whom, ho alleged, upwards of sixty perished
on the oocasion,

ety
OBAPTER XVIL
CWRE ROR——A DURL INTARRUPTAD.

‘* Owen XRoe, our own O'selll,
He treads once more onr land ; :
. Theswwerd in his hand 1s of spanish steel,
But the hand is an Irish hand!” ,
.. Aupmay Dm Vmas,
On a bright snmmer day, not many months
after the 1rlah aefeat desorlbed In the pre.
ceding chapter, an animated scexe took place
fa the inmediate nelghborhood of the Oastlis
of Dromahaire. For many days previously, the
rumor that the Irleh army in Ulster was
.about to be guartered in the locality for the
Aeaton'’s tralning and . organizitioo, had been
widely. olxculsted among the people of Lel.
trim ; and. now . that. the parilounlar day

a numerous crowd - was aséembled on the
-wide'lawp in front ot tbe hoaxy stromghold
of ‘the O'Bourkes, to’ bid the. soldiers of the
QOonfederation a hearty - sead mile failis: o

Ced bom:'a hundred men away: yonder In:

- | West Brefiny, Beide thq_'d’gme'o:ovd of ex-

d In"tho direotion In which | elted

" Ay exolalied MacDonogh;* fiand todo’
out a'party of pursult, O'Dowds, and prq!:’?ll;.

took a very advantsgecus position, - Bebind.

named for the enemy's ooming was at haad,,

‘nﬁnh, ) ' g Dowaeeri L e e

the pikes and “muskets of ‘0'0onbor Sligo's
men shining alongelde of thote of O'Rourke’s
‘gtalwart Brefinlany, .. - . oo o< i

B oy S

" It was noonday 88 an cwant courier wag 51’:..

ocunty Oavan; and a Joud murmbor -of. excli-
ed comment ran through the assembled mul-

to the spot where Owen O'Bourke, Telge:
O'Connor S8Hgo, aud other ohisttaing of the
county sat on horseback. - o o

:Boon afterwarde a cloud of dust appeared.
on the same 10ad, and the helmets and broast
plates of .4 troop of cavalry became vislble,
On thiey‘oame at & rapid trot, s daghing set of
brave “fellows, tolerably welldrmed and:gc-:
coutred, and monnted oa very active hores,
well adapted for ‘the perpetual scouting snd
guerills warfare then praotlsed:-by the come
mandsr - of the Ulster army. They were

headed by an officer of herculean “frams, |

mounted: ¢n a splendid blsok charger, and
‘Edmund 0'T'racy, from bhis post by bis foster-
father's side, recognised-both horte- and rider
in sn instant., Tha cffioer was no other than
the redoubtable Miles the Slssher. .. -

# My falth. but I rejoice to ses you look se
well, goeelp,” exclaimed the stalwart O'Retlly,
a8 he responded cordislly to the welcome of
the lord of Dromahaire ; *and the sight of
those stout clansmen of yours remipds me of
the old days. <There's good material bere,
tierns, and, by the sword of the great Gol-
lamb, we'll make right good suidAearan of
your men ere long,”

« Here'a a former acqueintance of yours,”
aald Owen O’Rourke, smiling, a8 ha pointed
to Edmund; ¢ pernaps you've forgotten
him " i

« What, my sprig of valor, is it you?’ sald
the Blasher, as he caught slght of O'Tracy ;—
uforget him, gosslpl—no, no; we've ridden
too far together for that-—eh, my trooper?
Well, I'm right glad to meet you once more,
Emon O'Tracy; you see I osn remember
names pretty well,”

He wrnng our here’s haad warmly,

« Emon O'Tracy;” hastlly mattered one of
the Slasher'a dragoons, & tell and powerfully
bullt man, who eyed Edmund stealthily with
a very black look indeed, continuing his
goratiny for several minaiea.

1 puppose your main body is nigh at
hand, Colonel ?” Inquired Owen O'Bourke.

* Ay, responded Miles O'Bsilly; #at least
they're not far in our rere; ses, there como
thelr forerunners,”

Aud he laughed as he pointed In the
direction he and his troop had come. All
eyes were instantly turned to that gquarter,in
which a very curlous epectacle now pregent-
ed Iteelt.

Forth from a dense cloud 61 dust came the
thunderous beat of thousands of hcofs, min.
gled with the lowlng of kine, tho bleating of
shesp, the shouting of men, and the barking
ofdogs. Herd after herd of Irlsh cafile—
lively i1itle kine, with long, polished horns,
aud dark ekaggy hides—ostieon In a soem.
ingly Iuterminable succession, mingled
with pevera! large flocks of monatala
sheep, all driven and guarded by &
great number of rough-looking, agile, and
powerful men, whose wives and familles, In
many plctoreeque groups and olustars, fol-
lowed. Thens wers the celebrated oresghta
of Uleter, hardy mountaineers who led arude,
primitive, and nomadioc existence—something
akin to that whioh the patriarchas of old led
in the vale of the Jordan—leading thelr herds
and flocks from one pasturage to anothe:, ac-
cording as the grass In each was consumed.
The term ¢ creaght* was origioally applied
to the dilvers In charge of a prey of cattle,
but these creaghts of the seventeenth ocn-
tury could fight as well a8 drive, as tho Pales-
men, who wers wont to oirculate etrange
gtorles of thelr darlng and ferooity, could
well testlly. They generally accompanied
the forcea ot thelr vallant provinclal gen-
eral, Owen Roe O'Nelll, who found them of
vast use as a sort of fizhtlng commissarlat,
and who recrulted his zanks largely from the
number of those stout and daring moun-
talnsers, A curlons, old-fashioned race were
those redoubtable cresghts, clinging to the
oustoms of thelr anceatora with a tfenacity
which seemed only to increase with thelr
lengthened wanderings., They adhered aleo
to the old Irlsh garb. The men wore their
halr in long, sbaggy coullns, their upper Iips
belng covered with the crommeal, or beavy,
drooping moustache, while their brawny and
muscalar‘bodles wers clad in the large, flow-
1rg, and manpy plaited ysllow garment, gath-
ered in at the walst by a broad belt of un-
dressed hide In which glittered the Inevitable
skian, and their nether 1imbs covered with the
tight-fitting bracca, The tall and stately
forms ot the women were enveloped in the
graceful folds of the flowing, bright-colored
cloak, and thelr heads surmounted with the
white, epiral fileadh of Mileelan womanhood.

On hurtied the creaghts., And now herd
after herd broke away ta the right or left
from thelr patb, to celtle and revel on some
choloe spot of pasture that thelr guards and
drivere geleoted, leaving the road at length
clear to a large foroe of iniantry and ocavalry
that followed, ’

This force conalsted of Some thousand men,
horze and foot, who marched along with ex-
oellent military order and preolaion, bearing
themselves with a xeady discipline and mani.
fest esprit dz corps, Over them fiew the
banner of O'Nelil, emblazoned wlth the
Red Hand of Tlster, elde by slde with
the flag of the Oatholio Counfederation.
The latter ensign, adopted by order of
the  Couno! of XKilkenny, was of
& green colour, and bore the Irish oroes im-
sorlbed within a red cirole. Over the crcss

was an Imperial orown, with the letters #O.
B, standing for Charles Rex,and undernesth
the words, © Long Live King Oharles.”

The commander of this little army, who
now rodo forward and doffed his hat in re-
sponee to Ihe salutations of the orowd, was a
man in the prime ot 1ifs, of erect and sgol.
dierly form, and of frank, cheerful and In.
telligent oountenanne, His eyea were won.-
derfully sharp and bright, his nose denoted
energy and resolution, and the lower Dart of
his 1ace was covered with s light curling
beard.

& O'Nelll aboo ! Cead mils failte to Owen
Roe (" ghouted the multitude, and peal upon
peal of lond and - enthueiastic applause rent
the air 88 the beloved snd popular general
gmcefally bowed his acknowledgments, .
" The tomions which had ‘induced Owen

| Roe to ‘select West Brefiny as a tralning

ground. for his'samy, were obvious :ones
enough. Hore, in these remote plaing and
plateaui, unapproschable gave ‘by a' -fow
bad roads and ‘- dangeroug passes,  and fres

dl:glﬁme of the Irish levies might -be pro-
ce
tranquility until the time for'‘sotlon camie..
For the military talent. which; displsyed ‘©
the walls of the old Burgundian ‘clty of Arras
6ix years before, had kept at ‘bsy for many
woeks the Frenoh troopsof Marshal Millerle,
was now employsd by ‘the patilorio solon: of
the houie ¢f Tyrone in the oause of his own

country-~how well: and asiduomaly may’ be

i |~ The oazéer of Owen:iBos Bad been 2.8

gerved approaching In Lot haste on'the road|
leading - sastward “through Killargy: to tae"

titude ag the solltary horseman ‘rode -forward

and free from the“incursions of the greal:
:| the answger, and he sadly turned away. Ashe.

foroa of Monros, the organisation, drill, -and: _ ) .
.did 80, & fall . man ‘broshed by him, peoring.

with In odimparative iteadiness and-
-| before. during the day., .-

T AR W € TR
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ring one sinoe, nigh. twelve month
fnoﬂongdﬂot'_’ﬁ_mllton’u midE on

ship at' Dos Csstle, in Donegal (after having
made the.long voysgeitom Dunklrk round
the; North ‘of  Bcotland), bringing with him:
aboutt » hundred cfiicers and a Jarge quantity
of arms -and ammunition, ,
meeting of the Olster clang, keld at Clonea in.
Monsghan, he- was appoinied * General-in.
‘Ohlef of the Catholioc: Army” of the North,

‘| his kinaman, Bir Phelim, the former comman-

der of that army, contenting himself with the

‘title of «President. of Ulstex.” The new

Genoral proceeded . at once to . Uharles
mont, before whoss wall he soon gavé evi-
dence of hiz military skill, when, belng
‘surprised while out bunting with a
small body of his troops by a large
force under Monroe, he repulsed the Sootch

-troops with great slaughter in a narrow.lane

nesr the fort, and defeated them again on
the foliowing day. . A thort:time previona
to hisarrival In Leitrim hile firat mishap had
‘ogourred, his creaghts faliing into an ambus.
cade 1ald for them by thesnemy st Olones.
Still the oconslon served but to brighten the
Gonersl's prestige, tor with his small division
of one thousand foot and one hundred horse
he ekilfally covered the retreat of the creaghis,
bravely contending with the wastly superior
forces of Oolonsls Btewart, Balfour and
Mervyn, so that the Irish loss was
but emall ; and goon afterwards he had ample
revenge for Olones, Attacked at Portlester
in Meath, by thres thousand determined Por-
itans under Lord Moore of Melllfont, he drew
up his force for the fray with his nsual ad.
mirable foresight. The battle had goarely
begun when Lord Moore was struck lifeless
by a round of grape fron a cannon levelled,
it wsa sald, by Owen Rog's own hands—an
event recorded by n “ oampicg chaplain 7 of
the period in a curlous distich :—

* Contra Romanos mores, red mira Dynssts
Morus ab Engenio caxonizatus erat !

% Roms’s anclent rights are now but lightly
prized

Sincs Moore, by Owen Roe, was cannsn-
fzed I ¥

Moore’s colleague, General Monk, after-

wards the celebrated restorexr of the Btuart
dynasty, jssued the order to retreat, but the |
imgpetuous Irlsh tore through his wave.ing
ranks, and it was with & seadly re-
duced army he galned the shelter of Drogh-
eda. Owen Bos and his soldlera wors now
fresh from thie victory,and mno wonder fnat
the rejololng Irlsh everywhere aocorded him
and them a glad and exclted ovatlon.
Drawing reln in the oentre of the
lawn, O'Neill made a brlef bué charac-
torist'oc apesch to the surrounding multitude.
The fighting general was a man of few words,
but the short, pitby sentences ke utferad in-
splired courage, faith, end hopeo 1o the breasta
of those whom he addressed.
4 Thanks, men of Brefiny,” pnid he, ¢ior
your warm welcoms to my soldlers and my-
self. I sm bappy to tread the goll of your
ohivalrous country, snd t0 meet the brave
men whom I now gee befors me, I was
proud to hear that the clsnamen ot Brefiny
and Bligo wera amongst tho first to take
up arme jn our holy causs of hearth snd
altar. X was proud to hesr how from the
firat they vallantly resisted, and still reslst,
the power ol the ruthless tyrant yonder—
whom Heaven will goon ald us to drive like
a wolf from the falr plains of your snclent
texritory. COourage, I ssy, brothers! Brefiny
for the Breffnlans | and away wifh the oold-
hearced stranger—away , with the bodagh
Albanach] Again I thank you for your
welcome, I have come here to drlll and
reoruit the force under my command, snd
when I leave Brefiny & free country, 1 hope
to leave it with a 1arge, brave, and disolp-
lined irish army at my back,”

A burst of rapturous applause followed,
during which the general diemounted, and ac-
companied Owen O'Bourke and the other
ohieftains into the castle to enioy the hospi.
tality of Brefiny,

Thenceforth the day was one of geueral re.
jololng and feativity, and iar into the night
Dromahaire waa a 8cene of native mlrth and
merry-making, The night brought with it
a rather siogular ocourrence for Edmund
O'Tracy, an ocourrencs which shball zow be
reiated. -

It was long after nightfall when he guitted
the castle hall, with its merry crowd of guests,
its harpers, its foaming goblets, and its
brililant torcheg, snd sauntered forth on the
lawn, Here ns merry and lively n Bcene
was presented to his gezs, The lawn,
brightly 1lluminated by several large,
flaring bonfires, was oocupled by a large con-
oourse of people, who each and all geemed
to be glving iull vent to thelr mnatioral pro-
clivity for the dance. On the level spaces in
the lightot the fires Iarge groups of dancers,
composed mainly of O'Nelil’s aoldiers, ably
geconded by the pretty colieens of the
neighbourhood, were micthiully gliding
through the mazes of some sprightly rinka.
The soresming and droning ot the Irish bag-
pipes, mingled with she Bhoutlng,
laughter, and exclamations of the lNileelan
votaries of Terpsichore. Muslo, jeet, and
laughter resonnded everywhere, blended
with the regular tread ot feet merrily
beatlng time. The orowd sesmed a ohaos of
gliding, whitlinv, and agitated forms, and
ever-changing faces that glowed in the ruddy
light of the hoge fires, which leaped and
crackled as If in harmony with the general
gles, chowed the spsotiral outlines of the
castle keep snd the dark surrounding frecas

sud sending bright pyramids of sparks leap-
fog in myriad coruscations Into the moonlit
night overhead, .

As Edmund pauged to aurvey at hilslelaure
this joyous and anlmated scene, a flcod of
wmemorleg, deer, tender, though oppreesive,
ocams steallog opon his heart, drawing after
them a burden of sad and bitter thoughta
and regrets wkich made the whole gladsome
spectacle seem 8 mockery of him and hie
woe, causing him to turn away with a pang
ofsorrow, To him there was ono great and
serlous want in the merrymaking, a dall void
to be filled only by an abient maiden whose
Pplace Enew her no more :— .o

At the danoe In the village
The white foot was feptedt—
Thy voloa'mid the chorus
Ot matdena was swestest,”

Oh, for one view of thy light form, one glanocs
.of thy dazk eye, one sound of thy eweet volce,
gentle Kathleon Ny-Ounirnin ! -

~...% What 1. Emon 0'Tracy, and not dancing !
;ﬁlﬁlmed .alond 8. oomrade on recognising
4 No.danos for..me to-night, Shawn,” was

ourtoualy Into hia face in dolng so. 1t was the

S I

«'With folded armns anddrooplog head, Ed-
‘mund strolled away from the danoers, " After
him: like :a shadow stole the tall trooper,
Leaving. -the:--lawn, he -wandered 'iato the
.adjioent. wood, rambled -in - pensive: thought

along & visia leading desper and deeper Into

<
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y: Sifgo=he’}4
{'hsd landed from.Capiain Anthony Fleming's

At a_ general |4

:same ‘fxooper who had taken note of his tace |.
Yr i, Gt r|:erlmly, agaln advanoln

ot
over ts rooky bed bebeathia‘-
tangle of ‘foliage. R

" Not long ‘Bad'he stdod enjoying the tran-
ufl’ beauties of nature under her summer.*

night sspect, when = a Tudé ‘touch on-the,
‘shonlder .caused him to turn with a start.>
Hesaw confronting him a tall.troopsr In afeel:
helmet and «jack,” whodée countenance, ag:
far ss the moonlight enabled bim to observe,:
.sdemed somewhat familiar to him, thoogh ‘it
‘wag now .disguised by a very wrathfal and
gloomy expreaslom, - j

¢ What ssek you 7" : g

0'Traoy, startled by the malevolsnt glance -
which met his own, stepped backwards as he
ppoke, laylog his hand instinctively on the
hilt of bis sword, - :

# Thy life” wag the answer in a fieroe and
:Iieto:mlned voics, hoarss with pant-up pas-

on. : L

4 'Who and what are you that you shounid |
seck my life?" Inguired Edmund, after he had
survayed the other for a fsw momentsin slient
astonisbment.

« Thy bitterest ensmy,” was the answer;
sisnd now put me no more quostions, for, cerp
na disoul, the thought of your villany ia oet-
ting the heart In my broast on fire, Liaten,
O'Tracy, you demton of evil, the black wrong
and ruin of one I held dearar than lifs 1fes at
your door, end I'va sworn to wipe out the
crime In your heart'a blood. I might have
run you throvgh as youstood, butlam a
soldier nud love fair play. You ehall have a
‘ohance tor your base life, and that will be to
fight for it, now amud heze—just on tbls
smooth bli of greas that the moon lights up
s0 brightly for our ecoommodaticn. Come—
drawl "

Trowing himseliInto a position for combat,
ths soldisr unsheathed bialong sdbre, which
glittered coldly in tho woozlight. Bot Ed.
mund stood motionless and unprepsred, irra.
solute what conrne to take. The trooper,
feariully excltsd, agaln addressed him ;

# Ho, man, art thou s white-livered apalpeen
aud a rascal botu? Wouldst thom shun the
fight, coward? Hast thou not stsel on thy
breast and a sword to thy hand &s well a3 I ?
Qat with thy blade, mongrel, or I'll cut you
down wherxe you &tand, for, aeheaven is above
ue, but one of us qulta this ground aiive.”

#Parbaps you have made a mistake,” ven-
tured Edmund, “in taking ms for your
ensmy, I koow mor wherein I have in-
juzed you.”

% Oho, that i3 bat & shabby shift. Youars
OT'racy, the dalta of Owen O'Rourke yonder
at the castle ?”

¢ Yepn,”

s Then you arc my enomy, &nd you or I
dle here to-night. As for the injury you've
done me, I'l1 hice the story of it 1n your dy-
ing ear. On guard!”

Thers waa no further use of evaslon. Ed-
muad drew hissword ard threw himsclf into
a posturc of defenca. Hls adveraary rushoed
upon him farlously, and instantly the loud
clashing of steal rang out wupon the
night alr. The moon shed her caim holy
refulgence upon the sceme of combat, the
gtream bounded and danosd by, murmuring
ito sleepy song, and the tall trees stood up
dark, stlent witnesges aronng ; ard there in
the midst of the calm of nsture the two men,
foot to foct and blade to bladse, struck and
langed st each other In deadly comiat. The
wild birds of the grove finttered nneasily on
thelr perches, alarmed at the clangour of the
striking cteal,

Olagh |—clagh !—olash |

Suddenly, ere blopd was drawn, two dork
figuren darted forth -frorma the wood, and a
third blade struok up the weapons of the
combstants, while & tall and poweriul form
forced itse}f between them,

% Very brilllant play that, gentiemern, but
the bueinesa 13 rether inopportune,” said he
of the Interposing form. Borry to interrupt
an afialr of bonor, bnt the general will not
tolerate the duello within hls outposts.
Please put up your swords, aud, If you be of
ug, let me tell you you will find better uce
for them azainst the enemy yoader than turn-
ing them againat one another's lves.”

The apeaker was Miles the Blagher,

@ Hsllo )’ continued be, a3 ho scanned the
faces of the late rombatants, # young Emon
O'Tracy, as L live, and—what! Niall, the
best and bravest trooper that ever threw leg
aoross a eaddle, how 13 it I find you €0 en-
gsged? By the beard of Raghallaigh, I am
all amsazed.”

I will explaln, colonel,” eald the trooper,
speaking in ominously calm and deliberate
tones, though betlmes his volce trembied with
wrath—«1 will explain it all to you, though
heaven knows the tale1s aaad, sad,and shame.
ful one, mavrone that I should tell it. Hear me.
1t 18 nigh three yeara sincs this serpent here,
this acoarged O'Tracy, firat came into our
home on the shore of Lough Gill,and 1aid his
evil eyes on my one darling elster, my poor
Kathleen, deater to me than my heart's blood.
8he llstened to his amooth, flattering tongue,
and bia visita grew more frequent--withered
be this hand that did not plant a pkian in
bis biack heart at the first, and end his life
and his love-making together! When the
war began I took my sigter for cafaty to a
friend at Glen Nephln, and then, after a time,
I brought her back to Bligo, where the last 1
saw of my poor girleen was in July last, just
befors the raid of the bhloody Albanach.
Binos then, during my aoldier life In Ulster
and Leinster, I have often heard whispers
that made my heart and brain burn and
my band tremble for vengeance on this in-
fernal dodugk. Oolonel,epare me the paln of
eaylng more on thla subjsct—a hundred
thousand curees!—~is It not on the lips and
tongue of every rough mRoldior in Breffay?
Stand by then, in the name of justlos, and let
us prooeed.” .

As the gpeaker finished, O'Rellly and hls
ec:lmpmlon exobanged exolamations of sur.
prise. .

 This 18 stzange,” muttered tLe Slasher,

% Very atrange, Indeed ; the wrong demands
atonement, but there are better ordeals than
that of battle ; wounld that ench feuds were
of the past” gald his companion, a man of
ordinary stature, whose form was enveloped
In the folds of:a iarge cloak, and whose fea-
lures. were' undistinguichable . beneath . the

broad leafofbis hat, ... - . .

# You wrong me, Niall O'Calrnln, orled Ed-
mund, vehemently, after lstenlng in angry
amszsment fo the acctkation of Kathleen's

-| brother, whom ' he now .recognimsd;. Syon

wrong: me foully, and bliterly—I will awear
it on.the holy oroes, I know not who has
thus polsoned your mind againet me, but I

swoar your-words are vile and hideons as hel), |.

snd.did another- than you,; her,brother, utter;
tiem, 1'd orsm the .bage. calumpy 'down his’
blsck throat with my eword.”,. . - i . "
% To:.the proof,.then,’ quots the. soldler,
1g bls blade, and assums,
Ing a-fightlog posture. ..~ o0 T 1
-+ 4 Blay, Niall,” exclsimed O'Re _
youog men tell hia gtory ;. by this hand I oan

a0 ."l" :

credit nothing. evll of Emon O'Traoy

.+t Thanks, O'Relly, for the good word;” sald
the Iatter, warmly.. .. - ... . g
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T llies o
on " He congluded, Miles .O'Tellly sels
bls bond b wruog it hewsttly, 0
¢ There'is truth in your tionest face, Emon,
bothgbod and true,”

and L'bellevs your every word."
OB Sempeni
auld.O'Rellly’s oompenion’; “e0 sheath your
swords”—and there was's peculiar ring o{m.
thorlty in"bis voloe ad:he sgoke. The ex.
combatants did as desired,
. “ Now,” conilnned be, taklng and join.
the late adversaries,
Saltheugh my vocation Is rather the opposite,
lst me perform the office of pescemaker for
ths nonce, Happlly there 13 no further cansa
of feud between you, but rather for close and
united motion, both In your counbry’s caunge
snd In sseking out'and saving ‘ths maiden 20
dear fo you both—heaven preserve the poor
oblld" wherever she bs! And {f he can
m:t;ym;;;:on!&-ln‘ amity ‘and brotherly
no action oonld s
of Tol:un Boe O'Netll,”  satlsly tho hopes
o speaker ralsed his Spanish beaver
he uttered the last words, and the moanallg;:
showed the manly fsatnres of the general,

CHAPTER XVIII,

THE DEATRUCTION OF MANOR-HAMILTON,

t Then echoed wildly from within,

Ot ekout and acream the mingted din,
And wespon-olnsh and maddentng Cry,

Of those who kill, and thoes who die !

Ag filled the kall with snlpharous emoke
HMore red, mors darkr, the death-flash broke’
And forms were on the lattice oast, !
That struck, or struggled, as they pasged,”

B W, Haorr.

b

-

¢ Well, it is & aharp and sors th orn In our
sides, agd appazently {6 muet remsin such
fora wille longer. The want of artillery
preszes hard on us hers, Had ¥e a fow
pleces of good Bpanish ordnance, such
a3 6poke defiance to the Frapch
from the battlements of Arras, we should soon
bring ourfriend Hoam!ilion to terms; nathe.
less, we shall do our beat”?

The spesker was Owen Roe O'Neill. &nr.
rounded by s small group, Including Owen
O'Rourke, 0'Dowda and O’TI'racy, the Genaral
stood baneath the shade of & wood on the
baaks of the Owenmore, Intently surveying
thestronghold of Manor-Hsmilton,

¢t Ay, we'll do our best,” echoed the ser.
gosnt-major ;—<but to what purpose? Ez.
perience has told us that a blockade {s but of
listle use,”

The tierna of Dromahalire shook his head.

#Uantll we gat proper ordnance,” gaid ke,
Y fear we shall never be able to teke yonder
castle or root out the Albanach,”

¢ Hear yo that, souls of my murdsrad father
and mother I exclatmed & deep, hoarse volce
near at hand; #not able to take the castle
or drlve sway the bloodthirsty Albanach!
Ob, wirza, wirra, the {alse Zisgeul !’

The party turned In surprizte. A gaunt
figure, clad In soanty, flutterlug rags,
was leaning agalnst the trunk of a tree.
A wan, hsggard.faced man, whose eyes wers
brilliant with a strange, welrd light, snd
whose white, fang-like teeth gleamed through
bis unkempt crommeal, OTracy started as
he vlewed him, for, though years had passed
sinoe his fearful encounter with the flzrce
maniac on the shore of Lough Gill, be ln.
stantly reoognizsd the Insane Murtough Mac
Sharry.

uI'lL tako the oastle for ye, gorsoons "

s Shade of Dathll—you willl"

#Heed bim not,” remarked Edmund, pull-
Ing O'Dowda’s sleeve; “he 18 inssns.”

#Yes, by the rook of Bt, Leman,’tls Marty
will take the castle for ye; 'tis Murty will
lead the wolf-hounds Into the bloody wolf's
den; 'tis be will show ys the hoie in the wall
that the good fairles took him through; 'tis
he will show ya tho ekian dhes be graspad
from the tall szidhera ard thrast into his black
heart. Hal lock ye at it.”

Bo saylng, the manlac drew from the folds
of his tsttsrod garments a 1arge dagger, sad
threw the dangerous weapon on the award.
Telge O'Dowds ploked )t up and exam-
Ined it.

4 This certainly belonged to some of hls
men,” he remarked, passing the weapon to
O'Nelll : « observe the crest.”

The sbinlng hilt of the weaspon was
highly chased, and was artistioally adorned
with Hamilton’s arme, crest, and even
motto—the armr, ibree plexced ermine cin-
quefolls on a ruby ground : ‘tho crest, an oak
treo penefrated with a saw ; andj the molto,
t Neo timeo. nec sperno.”

The crest (which had attracted O'Dowda's
notios) was a remarkable one, and the legend
atiached to It more remarkable still, 8ir
‘Whalter Hamilton of Lelcesterihire, speaking
with pralse of RBobert Bruce in the
Qourt of Edward II, was struck by the
»ipg'a favorite, John de Ia Bpencer, whom

foaght next day and killed. Flying

.1 the king's Ire, he made for Scotlsad.
a+ "+ and hia servant were pasiiDg
thr. wqn & wood, they ohauged olothes with
«uwu Woodoutters and began to #aw an oak-
irgs, In order to evade the royal guards, by
whom they were hotly pursued. On the ap-
proach of the soldiers, the servant grew fear-
{ul and timid, but his master hastily shouted
to him, “Through,’ s the onk tottered and
fell, thus enabling him to regaln his self-pos
sesslon. This word Hamilton took thenoe-
forward for his moito, and adopted for bis
orest the oak penstrated by the saw—s family
emblem rathier unigue i{s way, ,

«There may be something In the madman?
words,”’ muttered O’Dowda.

« Have you been in $he castle, then?” in-
qulred Owen Boe of Maoc Bharry.

% The murderers osught Murty and locked
him ap to hang him by-and.by—sy; as tzey
hanged poor COon O'Bourke, whose white
ghost I met last night in Glenfarne—but the
biight fairy queen showed him the way out
of hie  dungeon; and down the towm:i
and out through the bawn wall; o

Murty will bring ye the road to-night sl ye
knook out the wicked brains of the Al :

benaoh” - .

“Thia 18 a strange tale, surcly,” xematked

Miles the Blasher, who had: jolned the group;

and he, Owen' Bos, and - O'Dowds, conversed ;

in low tones for a féw minntes,

liké'isking-ye'to put'your lives in

of 'a maniag; but I want s few of yo togo ;
with me toam:l:l;c-tg l::-ll there be anythieh ;
In this poot-tellow’d atory.” ...~ - .
: -o'Tr‘g‘;v',:o'mm;-.-:oyonunln,:-. and s dosed
‘others readily offered . themselves af wﬁ
‘teera lbi?'th&;lngm qnderﬁt;klx‘:g','a;go et
Bharcy wia takién fn oharge by 8 {6 :
gh'& ‘endedvored to humorhis wild wh_l_mlﬁ:.
fancles;-He'was sirangely oulfn and doclle 167,

.
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