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EpITED BY MR, BARNABY RUDGE.

& e grabest Breast is the Rss: the grnbest Bird is the Obl ;
&he grudest Fish is the Ppster ; the gravest Wan is the Fool.

TORONTO, SATURDAY, MARCH 14, 1874.

POLITICAL MESMERISM.
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It has struck Grip that the visit of Miss D2 MonTtronp to Canada
might be turned to some great national advantage. The marvels of
mesmerism and electro-biology, as illustrated in her well patronised
entertainments, appear to bo susceptible of practical applieation in
numberless ways, and the opportunity of eficeting some important
and lasting hencfit by means of them ought not to bo let slip. That
this Indy possesses & power beneath whose spell her subject is abso-
lutely unsolfed, and entirely subimissive to her will, is attested on all
hands. Somotimes in such¥bright epigrams as this:—

There is a charm about her eyes
That no one can resist—

A ocurious power I can’t make out;

Not love, that Poeta talk about—
No! S&he's a mesmerint!

‘Why could not ;this rarelgift be employed in reconciling and roor-
ganizing the body politic of the Dominjon? After the evidence Grip
has had of the reality of this soience, he sees nothing unressonable
or impracticable in the suggestion he is about to mako, viz., that
Authority should be given under tho GreatgSonl for the immediate

erformance of the appended experiments by Miss DE MoNTFORD.
Besides tho immediate bonefits which would result from the success-
{ul execution of this contract, we would find our literature enriched
with innumerable epics in celebration of deeds not less classic than
the Labours of Hercules :—

Ezxperiment I.—Put Mr. Arcrrsarp McKELLAR under the delusion
that 1t would bo to his interests to divulge all he knew about certain
lotters, and let the phonographers of The Mail be accommodated with
seats noar by.

Ezperiment II.—Impross the manager of The Mail newspapor with
the belief that ho was badly stabbed under the fifth rib, and had no
power even to place his hand npon the injured part.

Experiment III.—Throw Mr. MaTtHEW CRoORS CAMERON into an
cxtraordinary humour for picking flaws, and let him have the floor;
then suddenly remove from Attornoy.Gencral Mowar his awful sonse
of Parliamentary decorum and touch his bump of combativoness.

Experiment IV,—Impart to Mr. CoanLEs RIEERT and Mr. A. W,
Lavuper the conviction that they had been deprived of the power of
speeeh, and at the same time suggest n fow amendments to them.

Ezperiment V.—Persuade Mr. Hanoy, M.P., that somebody had
stolen from him the mantle of Mr. E, B. Woop; or, having firmly
ii&:d his right hand behind his back, inspire him to an oratorical
offort.

Ezxperiment V].—Romove the statesmanlike reserve which conceals
the innor foelings of Hon. Prexier MaogeNZIE and Sir Jomw A. Mac-
DoNALD from public gaze, and incline them to express the overflowing
love thoy bear to one another, as depicted above.

Essups by Eminent Persons,

No. 1. THE FIFTH RIB.
(By tho Manager of “The Mail.”)

Tae anatomy of the human body is o beautiful and instructive
study ; in this respect mankind is, perhaps, superior to horse-kind.
From the crown of the head to the sole of the feet, it is a succession
of wonders that challenge our profoundest admiration. And of all
the ¢ fearful and wonderful ' parts of this marvellous picce of mech-
anism, there is not one more insignificant, and at the same time
more scrviceable, than that upon which I propose to offer o few
thoughts—The Fifth Rib., This rib is quite indispensable. When
broken or dislocated, it causes its unfortunate possessor infinite pain.
« Redhot,"” the winner of the Derby in 1202, had the misfortune to
break his ifth rib, and it is on record that the eonsequent suffering
extended cven to his ovner. In the caso of a man, the pain is not
less intense. The object of the fifth rib is evidently the protection of
an unusually vital spot in the body. Just beneath it is situated that
mysterious and tender thing, called the Finer Feelings. In the equine
race this space is_filled with a vital fluid whick benrs the goneral
name of “mettle.” Injure this and your horse is ruined. It is pre-
cigely like knocking the bottom out of atub or a pail. Mr. Brandinose's
filly, ¢ Flyaway "—an animal well known in English s porting cireles
in the third contury, was injured in this manner, and died in & fow
days, In the ‘human form divine’ the Finer Feclings are equally
sensitive. And herein is containod 2 secret which only a man of
genius would think of possessing bimself of. Politicians are, of
course, provided with five ribs, aud under the fifth there is 2 moder-
ate quantity of this subtle substance. I repeat, that it would only
have occurred to & man of genius—or something approaching to
genins—to put this knowlodge to practical use. In the management
of an important daily newspaper, whose cause, for the moment, may
be lost, it is invaluable. I speak with some authority on this subject,
for I speak from experience. My method lius been grounded on this
prineiple, and results justify me in thinking the method incompar-
able. I have laid it down nas a principle of journalism—a funda-
mental privcipie—that if o newspaper is to rightly fulfil its mission
it must atab somebody under the fifth rib every morning. This may
appear at first sight, somewhat bloody, but that, of course is merely
an idea begotten of the phraseology. The truth contained in it is
that your political opponent may be visited at your pleasure with
mortal suffering, and the probability is he will retire from his position,
and cede you all he has heaped up. If, however, he does not do so,
you have still the satisfaction of knowing that he fecls cut, and, as a
concomitant advautage, your paper sells well, But enough; here
is n:ly footman, and I promised to go to-day and see Paddleton’s
blood colt.

DIZZY.

The annexed advertisement appeared in Tuesdny's Mail:

L08T.—On Sunday evening, in St. James's Cathodral, on Churgh or Queen
Streets, a purse contsining $7.20. The finder will bo rewarded by loaving
it at The Mati office. .

Grir has geen pistures in the comic papers, in which a very ridiou-
lous looking person was represented as vainly endeavoriug to insert a
latch key into his front door, while all the other houses in the street
and thousande of dancing key-holes appeared to be oircling around
bim in the most provoking manner; and on first reading this adver-
tisement it struck him that such a wild displacement of St. James's
Cathedral—which, as overybody knows, is finnly planted on King
Street—could only be possible to & person suffering from the peculiar
dizziness of the man referred to. Tho second clause of the ad.—that
the leaving of the moncy at the office of our contemporary would be in
itself a reward—Grir endorses. The finder would go away with the
consciousness that ho had contributed $7.20 to the sustenance of o
righteous canse.

Grip v Gomneil,

Prosont—Qar, in the Chair ; Bannasy Rupae, PAtrick SsaLuwrz,
Q.C., Wity SraxequEBx, Maconzeor Suvowcus, and Trmormy
ToNGUEGRASS,

Grir.—Croakingly—Bad, worse, worst! What will become of me?

Saavrwir.—Hush, bird of good omen ; hush, you must not so
dwell on the gloomy side of the picture, you aro becoming a hypo-
chondriac, you will die a ravin’ lunatic.

Tonavueansss.—Fine him ; he is impaled on the hornsof a dilemma,
having either mado a pun without  knowing it, or, knowing what he
wasg doing, has wilfully appropriated a so-called wittioisin invented at

the time Nosh was cruising over the mountain tops.




