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ESTHER MERLE; j- e asNURSERY MAID.

After drinking a litee ea,Esther satlsfed ber
sisters' curiosity by describîog uhat @ho adném,

anmd shat sort of lady Mr&. Parker vas, and wbetber
it vas s fine a house as Squire Bsees, and mm.y
cther particulars.

Esther told them ail tibis, and t heu, in a cb.mged
voice and wih a heigbtened colour, added, "Idmnd I
arn te go next week."

Tibatelligence mad.ethe. uttle pmrty ient.
Esther had been a good daughter and lister ; <bey
were an attached and united family, and lste triai&
had drawn <hem ail te closer te eacb other.

44Weil, God grant it b. for te. besi 1" said te
mother. "I1 vas very happy wben I lived iu Mr.
Good's fa mily, vbere 1 Ilest knew your poor fheher ;
and 1 vas inarried froms there. They were excel-
lent people, but I know there are uuany temptmejouh,
particularly i own; but jou have been wel
taught, and I hope, Esther demi, you wiii keep
yourself up, and mind who you mix witb, and try
your best to give satisaction."

idEsther is sure to get on," sid Anne, the
youagest g<r ."Semayvafodf lde,
and she bas se much spirit 11k. mad fan, <bey vili
love ber dearly, no (car."

IlWhat ever yul 7011 do vitbout yoeür doyers,
Esther ?" said Margaret ; Ilmad bo yoyen iii mise
our quiet Sunday, and Mr. Grove and amil1" And
Margaret vmlked out imb the lite.garden seh
spoke, and hung over à rose bush te.bde ber tears.
MNargaret vas Estberm darling; Ether loved ber
deanly, and Margaret hmd long been delicate, vbich

.. Made Estherceling <lie more t. ber; mnd efceed,
thou gb &he did Dot U«y no, cime cmmnmpiou bai
alreasy set its mark upon ber.'

Certainly <er. vas a someting about Margret
-a queness mcd thoughtfulnes, a love for éeri-
out einga, uhich, vas dilferenefiros mout girls of
her age. Sh. neyer fond Ettees spirite, o« heath
and strength ; th. ms, a"'Esther laughingly cmled
ber, the Illady" ofte.family, and neotbhea for
rough vork. 14To e mboy sey sue vas ln mak-
ing up a Dose gav for Mr@. Grove, te.clergyman'.
viCe, th ougli oh. vas a peer baud ai ve.diug or
raking; and teoaee bo* nemtly sho coutd ?V, che

f1h11., or 'get up' th.efne ebinga, thoue h o.couli
neot wamh >or wring," mid Esther very ofte., "sure

-one. ntid t*iJnir th A Lamai hba,u., n
boardiug school I1"

That evening a ncighbonr came ln; sho wvase
mot ler of Esîher'. friend who bmi ocoupaniei ber
icto Redbridge.

IlWeill!" aiel ohe, "a0 yen have.<et the situa-
ion-glad of it; but le seusteo me yen have

undertaken a good desi, too. Ile venu imbe moth
to moike me nursemaid to four chlldre, end keep
te. room and a&H hat. MI aiter vis nurse lu
Londop. Heu lime vas neyer lier own; atemys a
bother with te children 1 Nov a bousemaid, or
a cook, or a lady's-mmid, bua. me urne-to herseif.
"When the vork i. douecby,'eis douey. kov."

"Esther vas moi fit for either cook or lady's muid,
repliei Mrs. Merle, Iland sho berseif preferred à
nurscmi's place.- She vas always fond of chid-
ren, and sho& used <o bord voîk. I ever béought
op noy girls in idiemes., eveu e ch.ebot of imes,
anid besidles, I vished lier to e i h. l haur@Mr, for
it misy chance eh.' l h. more muder te mitres'o
oye, vhicli for a youngg irl as a goi hiogl end
ohelI have lesé <o de vleb tbe ether @errent@."

lier. Esther lefi theb. m, and Mr@. West nid:
"Do you hink <bat Margaret cl h. abl. e ake

Estber'. place me home ? I ce ,my thlnking,
&hes fittér to ait vigli ber needîe or ber book <han
<o work ati sing. We veemyioi vs aopuy
you did coi let ber vori at Mrs.. Slirp' thOress-
maker'a ;-Margmret is bandy mt ber ucedle.*

"I1 do not 11k. <lime place," retunmed th. mether,
"ier. l4 tee nucb goéslp leré., maigirl, ail dres

out so, end lesi eue another lute miecief;- beaides,
active vork le beceer for the- bealîli theu conuine-
meut to a clos. roou, -ami vweee mîvmmmaged
for Margaritt o void <lie bard vork, jota knov.
To be sure, I shall misse Eber greatly"-and a
<Car camte inîo ber eye-"1 but Aunie ie getting ou
sud la a fine-eurong girl."
",Ay. so o sl, ideei," retomed ch. other;,

"iyou're lucky lu jour girls, nyhov, neiglibeur.
Why every one says ELiber i. se likely a young

corn.na can h. seen ; and my Elizabeth told me
ale vas sure the butler ethe great bouse liai
taken greatiy îo ber. Folk@ e dmsy li'. vildbot

hoe is a fine lookiug mon, ami bas, Iamu told, pleniy
of money."

" God forbid that s chili of mine obouti faIt la
vith him or ach s. bhin 1" said Mra. Merle; ilh.
Dever entera a cbw-cb door, eud lia ter too dauiy
a manner for plain people. Esther is tee youug
jet, and 1 amrnmot sonry *he is geng out of bis
va,."

The entrance of ELiber tierself pou endoe
Chia' conveesation. lThe veek toon passed usway-
Sunday came, uni on Monday Esther vws te go.
In $heomorning @oetouyed ehome <o cook eheir
dinner wbile ber motber end sister veutto echurcb,
te latter h.ing alo ponuîaietendantesetth<le
Sunday..scbool.. t *awe l. aite day sheo hould

r-Pend in ber ovo famly'tor a long, long edîne.-
Mea, and poor as vas ibeir <ie-bard as <bey

à

graves, cee-bue dieu vea"i have mother."
But on bearlng vhmîthey were ialklng ef, Mrs

Merle uid she voati go a as »<he.nof thie
laue, for she cmte.d t. calsin ludmo a csick per-

saou elived there. Se tbey veut on, and ieaving
tbeir amoher lu the ceecageo th.ereo sisters pro-
ceedeà o4e. eh cbc.yai. Therevwu a. nîce
mov-of yev.irees, vhicli gave, a pleammi shade';
the echc l ifva* a ery pretty ose, mmd stand-
ing ou rather high <round, it .overlooked te. tile
sttaggling village.. Theparmomaeebrbberyjoiuei
th. cburcb-yard, uid te.muoka as ik rose (rom tb.
cottages, andite.distant hum et veices frout the
village, vete very plessantt e ose. eud hear. lu
one corner ver.ehe grave* oet heir <mher, brother,
and siceer ;-simple monadset earth clubabt one
bcad.sîone for m&14 vhicb ver. .videntdy laken cars
ef-4ee rau. vas clipped round, eni moue devers
vhicb Esther bacd placted. vere louulsiuig round
dieu. Te <bit @pot te. isters vent, mnd sami
dovu.

Afeer a short @lien", Margart nid, I vemier
if it vas os purpo.. chat Mr. Grove preachîed <bat
sermIon, Estheri1"

461 msuire 1Idonu momy be be dld, eudit
vasa very beautiral orne muyhov for me, but 1 dos't
qut. mini the teze-chae vocs le taken trou r'

1"I tk1 vas the -emise <o Tiia," id. Mar-
goret."I1 dom't koov esactly the chapter or th.
verse,.but I know te eh.n: 14Exhori servantse.
hebedleui aunie eeir masters, end te pléffe ihe.

veilinl *Il tdiiugo, mot aneweeing sgaW* -
"Second ebapeer and nihverse," sai Aune

qulickly, 0 bat do 701 kuov, Estber, 1.I ink vou*â1
§ui le bard mot teo mwoer ugoin."

44 iev do you mean ?" askred Esther.
m Wby, 1 mean, jeu mie basty and varm In <cm-

per, end 1< yen are foumd taule citb, ten te oeuif
you dod n' uswer, and every body isn'î se quiet *a@
mother, YOa kuov."»

" Poor amocher 1" sli Esther, "tpoor dear
motber 1 l'have giveli ber muny s hasty vord, s0 1
bave 1-aud the s0 <enli enmudmeek always 1Ilowe
digereme people are!1 cher.',yoen md 1, Anne, se
quick end uppioi, muid Margaret eud moiber jasteas

m"à s asIambe;- but, hevever, 'm net mrmid ; s
Elizabeili sii, ve've been veIl brougliS up, end I
know amy ioty, ami 1 don'e mini cork, and thougli
basty I aumot sulky, » st mi ls h. right, ae
doubt."

Anlet a little mnore convertmlioo <bey left eh.e
cburcb.yard, end treackei home juse as eleitlnother
cas culockimg the do«e.

1e ctas a sorreufai erenlng; muid e aiat, vbem
Margrt petlnto Emibe.baud & tavourite hymo-

boock offier ovei, qâd li lier to kceg, le for ber umbe,
Estber couli resirain heiseif mu longer; the bas
into tcars ini leIt <h. moum.

The mehi morning ibe bas jusi <lame te pet% op
ber @mamibox, te receiie the sat nosegay romi
Maergaret, aida blessing rom lier smoer, uiec

voeke, and utile s<ber. Mo te, and <hem cleeli-
ing-it vus ber home1 and Euther thoogbe oh.
even frit ieaving ibis ltde cottage more tban oh.
bad dose leaving te fara. Tbey bad met euth
macbh iaduesa rom ibefr Moneis sicaeheir
troubles, and bad beeu more ibrovo upou* teer
gooet cleigymmu mad hit vife. Then, the litil.
gesidon vas a source or much pieaure te Ettber,
&adoh. *as acapital gardener. '

" Ye.," umiet h. o herself as the atood at ehe
door vmtching for cheir return front cburcb,
" man'<ie ime I1shit l i co b. bere,,and 1
gueso 1 @hail h. vmting tee, for mother ls, , cing
on in yearo, and trouble bas .bmken ber sadly, and
Aune is but a child, and dieu, Margaret, oh. Sets
tbhumer and thime."

But notvithsîundng cliQue regrets, it muet met
h. supposed that Eslier did bot aloo feel some
satislaction inmb the ought ef " doing.for herself."
She b.d no objection, either, te seeing somethîng
of th. vorld. 8h. bail sometimet felt discoctent-
cd ai ber presut lot, and Iche <ru vere kuovu,
bai sometimes fmuiei oh. shouid b. mach hep.
pier if o couti mIord teidreos better.

Ami Esther b.d maturally bigli spirits, and dii
ot feel tbat diffidence or four vbich many others

miglit bave dome in ber situation. 8h. bai no
doubt of being ale t. falil ber dette& aunuitse-
maid. Perhmao ah. dii mot - uufictîendy consiier
wbat vas <the mature of shefe dutiesa-perhape ber
stadard vas a 1ev ose-perbapo Esthber Merle,
with aitliber good qualiîles, conflned lier vievs tee,
mmcli to thie life, and cousidered a certain perfor-
mnce of a fev dtie--lie beicg indastrieus,

boneat, and keeeping " heroei up," front bai cou-
pany,-va altdeatas required. Many -<hick

chie, but peibher for poor, mer riche 1. ibis cnougb;-
ve muet h. ail tbis maddsom.thing more ioo.
. On ibis doy Bther' sorrov at pmrting romn ber

freends vas uppermoet, and oh. milmout voniered at
beroeif for feeing le a. mach. -9hb couli harily
eommud herseif as Mr. and Mr.. Grove bade lier
good.bye iluth. cbarch-ymrd, and <bey ver aili
very sient nsebey crossai eh. meadov, uhich in
dune weather vu. thelrsboit m y <romt churcli te
eheir cottage.

Margaret hel.d ber aster's baud, and souetimes
Esther fele ber pres le eghdy; ma staho sai,
"Lotusehaves a iak, Esther, round the grecn lent,

and home by the churchb-yari."
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