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LILLYMERE.
'CHAPTER XV1I.

LADY MARY MORTIMER AMAZED AT GRETNA GREEN.

By London & North-Western Railway two -
lady passengers arrived at the city of Carlisle,
county of Cumberland, England ; then took a
private carriage to Gretna Green, Dumfries-
shire, Scotland, distant from Carlisle about
twelve miles, Lo

‘The elder of the two called the youuger
Agues; and she, possibly by gmcious request,
—for they were of unequal social rauk,~—ad-
dressed the other as Mary,

At Saark Toll Bar, a turnpike gate on ihe
Scotch brink of the small river Saark—a tri-
butary of Solway. and there the dividing line
between England and Scotlaud, the carriage
stopt while Mrs. Burly colleeted toll, and’ re-
plied to certain inquiries. Bella Burly, the
daughter, observing her mother's delay, came
alse to the carringe. With an air of vxpect.
ancy aod a curtsy she upproached, bat ou
seeing two' ladies, and no gentleman, retired
abruptly as if disappointed. '

The elder of the two noticing this motion
made a pleasant remark, to the &fect that the
young woman bad expected a friend and was
disappointed.

“ Not u fricnd of ours, my lady ; but rather,
if at all, ore of your ladyship’s.® '

 What friend of mine could she bave ex-
pected 7 '

¥ My daughter not knowing your ladyship
by sight, as T have the pleasure and honour,
may have thought tbe carringe contained a
loving pair desiring to be wedded."

““You are Mrs. Burly, I presume by the
name on the oftice ? Pray,'why address me
as ladyship ?  Have you seen me at any time
previous to now 2 .. .

*In London many a time; at Lillymere
Hall, once or twice ; also at’ Eccley Manor,
Oh, dear yes1. -To have scen Lady Mary Mor-
timer ooce wag sufficient to know the distin-
guished loveliness ever after,” . .07 0 o0

- Mrs. Burly, is it usual on the Scottish
Border 1o flatter English ladies 7 "

“ Nobody on Scottish or English Border can
flatter Lady Mary.  Language.is too poor and
rude. at Solway Mosa for that. The- beautiful |
Mortimer ‘0f high fashion, and angel of a
thousand blessed charities, shines at a height
far beyond the approach of flattery.” '

* “ Really, Mrs. Burly, you are accomplished
in the art. Pray, what may have suggested
'to your daughter that this: carriage contained
peopie to be married ? To be married,
where 77 ’ o v

*¢ Here, your ladyship, in this house. We
have married many hundred couples a year.
But thatevil revolution now going on through-
out this once prosperouns country, laying rail-
ways alongside turnpike roads, and ruining
toll bars; undoing the landed interest. abolish-

ing protection, bringing in free trade, is riow
making .an end of Gretna Green marriages.
Soon a new law, they say, is 'to extinguish
their validity, fine and imprison us, if con-
tinuing to marry any couple of true lovers,
who may come flecing from detested suitors
and appealing for protection to Gretna. Bella
Burly, my daughter, likely enough assumed
the unusual arrival of ‘a carriage with. poi~’
tilion from Carlisle, now the. rail has rnined
the road, to indicate a pair'of lovers flying to
blessed matrimony beforc ‘the law for protec-
tion of women is finally abolished, and the
accursed revolution completed: =~ o
“ Are Gretpa Green warriages made in this:
toll bar office 7" ' : Lo

‘ Here, in this house, or oftice, as your lady-
ship pleases to'term. my residence.”

* Who performs the ceremony 77 -

*When Uncle Hurly is not within call I,
or Bella, or both ofliciate. "  The .marriage
mainly consists of filling up blanks in printed:-
forms. ‘I put questions to the parties, Bella
writing the names and dates.. The: papers

signed & marringe 8 completed, o far a5 law
directs the procedure. If Uncle Hurly should
be at the Farm and within call, he may come,
put on gown and bands, and add' an admoni-
_tion, or blessing,” . - . '

- “#What are the fees 7.0 S .

“The. fees 7 -~ Half a crown to a hundred
guineas. The fortune, generosity, or love of
the parties determine the fees.  As I was say-.
‘ing, Horly may assume the black robe and:

~add a -blessing, or prayer if the Dride seems:
‘desirous of some - form of sanctity, and there
be no urgency. But ifin a hurry, any angry
guardian or disappointed lover: pursuing, we

~ery—‘Join hands): You twaare one! Now,
henceforth, evermore, Amen !’ And pushthe .
" happy couple ‘into that ‘closet, bolting  ita-

Ibtg{"shnd[engmie‘spf their happiness, . They |
“mny stay therd or'go out at: the back window
- —-made low: of purpoie, acd’ flee. " They may

‘0

“hateful alliance; from some. odious, loathed
“suitor, ‘accepted by avaricious, or blinded

. door, removing the ‘key, loosing the: house -

o

- distingnishing Loty

oo Bhey

flee, they may be - pursued, they may be over-

1 Y law as Cif the
Bishop of London had made the twain one, at

.8t George’s, Hanover Square.. And, in addi-
- tion to its being a logal marriage; a high moral

~principle ix vin
.woman> o : :

4 Don't name me, plense, as ‘Lady Mary, or
“ladyship. Our visit' here -is quite private,
"Oblige -in. this, good. Mrs. Burly ;" and enjoin
your daughter to the same reserve aud kind-
ness, - I remain in the North, one, two, or

three days going between ‘Gretna and Carlisle
as busivess may demand ; and may” require
your assistance in cfforts to obtain document-
ary proof of & certain-marrirge. You named
Hurly, who is Uncle Hurly C

‘¢ My deceased husband's brother, who suc-

ceeded his father in Millington.  All Eugland

dicuted—1nnrital protection. of

once kuew his father, Hurly Burly of Milling-

ton,  farmer, cattle dealer, flockmaster, fox-
hunter, none to beat him riding to hounds,
‘and champion Cumberland wrestler. “Lately
Hurly, our uncle, has been much at Lon-
don, engaged ‘in the movement to save
Gretoa, but fuiling in that talks of emigmting
to America, And we may follow, now the
ruin of turnpike roads is complete ;' milroads,
radicals, revolution vampant. If Uncle Hurly
shoald come along I'se caution him; and he
will be as- discreetly silent about you, Mary,
as Bella or 1.7

“That is well, call me Mary. This young
lady is Agues; my kind companion in pre-
sent atfairs of business. To you 1'm te be
plain Mary, an old friend, or acquaintauce.
You understand 2

# Perfectly. I had expected tosee you more
changed, Mary.  But you carry youth, and the
beauty of youth, almost as freshly and gaily
as ever.” _
¢ About marriages, Mrs. Burly, when females
nly officiate; aro the contracts good in law?”
“ Quite as binding, Mary, with only Bella
and 1 officiating as if Uncle Hurly were here.
They have never been questioned, aud we
two women have done hundreds for Netley’s
tens.”” :

" Who is Netley 27 _

¢ Netley of the Hill. He pretends to be
High Priest of Gretna,. Fora time he did get
the greater share of the high-tiying, coach-
and-four matches. We . more ‘penple coming

on-foot. . The Toll Bar beiny on the brink of
‘Saark, but 'a footstep in Scotland as you may

say, wasg rather too near the Borders. Too
near ~for coach-and-fours . with postilions’
spurring, whipping from Carlisle, s from all
the stages beyond. Pursued by other coach-
and-fours with-their postilions whipping and
spurring ; -the last bribed - by jilted lovers,
riding with. angry fathers, to overtake the
ficeing, loving—the true, the trusting loviag
pair ; but paid tenfold more in moncy by
Carlisle confederacies of Gretna and of the
lovers, not to overtake them. In such flecing,
whipping, spurring, galloping, this toll-house
was too near the boundary for the marriage
ceremony. But it suited well for another in-
cident in the public service®

“What public service, Mrs, Burly ?» .

t This, Mary: We seeing the first coach-
and-four, or pair—but pairs of horses were ac-
counted in those days poor coucerns; with
real heiresses, real love, real beauty, and dis-
appointed suifors. in pursuit, coach-and-
fours, or coach-and-sixes came rattling out
of, as they had come rattling into Carlisle.

- We, at Saark Toll Bar, perceiving the coach-

and-four, or - coach-and-six, coming. whirling
in'a clond of dust, or spattering in mud, pos-
tilions brandishing whips and spurring ; hear-
ing them halloo and. hallooinyg, sbiouting in

their galloping to -open, open, open the gate, -
.pate; pate, gate!  Hearing ‘the cries in the:

fast and faster beautiful races of love, they

-eager to land the lovers at’ Gretna in time to

have. the' officiator- ¢ry : + You two are onel

through'; -trasting the toll wonld. be paid ‘in
some way. Do you take me, Mary 7 -
%t Quite understand ;- proceed, please.”
#'[hen perceiving, not many hundred paces
behind as sornetimes happened, snother chaise-
and-four in pursuit—eager hends out of side
windows, hats 'blowing away in the wind ; pjs-

tols out of the windows, and voices in wild -

passion thireaténing to shoot the postilions if,
they “did " not: spur, and. whip . and  gallop
quicker, quicker, and overtake the flying fore-

- most coach,—we closed the. gate to take toll.

And protect young innocence, fieeing from n

parents; blinded guardians; matches made

for policy of some gort alien to happiness .of

& loving pair. " T'o ‘protect.young hoiresses,
innocence -and- beauty, .is- the distinctive
moral principle of Gretna marriages, By ex-

istence, ‘of "which tens of thousands of true

Jlovers who, never were here have had their

affections consnlted, and were married liap-
pily at: home in.the churches  to avoid the'

runaway ‘alternative, -the flight to Grethal
To protect heiresses in - their triie Joves, and

‘ .feuialo, inno
" rights, we closed - the

inrried, ™ Just

.ot partly cut the traces,

‘that is when Iwad younger than now.
“have been at iillymere?”.. :

We, hearing, sceing, knowing the’ urgency .’
- threw open the gate, letting postilions gallop

.a certain friecnd of mine honouring me

~around nus.

did.

cence 1nnde nrit
et .gate on puryuers and
domuided Lolb?? e T : N R
“Thiz is a new moral philosophy, Mrs.
Burly; proceed oo Ton s

«You smile, Mary ? - But the youug Iady—"
Agnes is the” name I think—looks sad.
Shouldn't Lo suprised now, to'léarn that some
old dotard, or odious, avaricious, unhealthiul,
foul-breathing wooer ;\_retemlqd to her hand,
and hag got consent of guardian or purents;
while the younger, handsomer gobtleman, tha
loved and accepted of her heart, dares not be
seen in her sweet compnny 7 Shouldn't won-
der! dear young lady-—you ere illl  Agues
quivers and faints.  Will you alight? Per-
haps 1 touch too truly w suffering heart?"

“Revert to your descriptive story, Mrs,
Burly., Leave Agnesto me, . You closed the
gate against pursuers, what then?” -

We closed the gate, -collecting toll.. And
while I or Belln, or both, bothered about
change, Hurly Burly, or some other of our
people, quietly removed a lyuch pin, or undid,
The gate re-opened,
pursuit. was resnmed. . Soon: a’ wheel camao.
off ; or the traves gave way, and the post-boys
stopt. . The pursucrs then rushed to Gretan
on foot. But the loving two were oue beforo
anger,-avarice, or cavy arrived. . Now all this
is changed, and. woman, less protected since
that public ruin of a milway came nlong rob-
bing turnpikes of traffic, is to be deprived of
all protection. Next ycar Gretun marriages
nre to cease, . Love will then have no appeal.
Dotage, seltishness, ugliness, unhealthfulness,
foul breath itsclf—faugh! are to make free
traide huvoce of the heiresses of England,

2 Where is Springfield, Mrs. Burly ?
not marrisges pertormed there?”

¢ Sure. Springfield, parish of Gretna,
county of Dumfries; that was the first form
of certitieate, and long continued the only
Gretna certificate, When Miss Pelham, sister
of the two Pelhams, the Secretary of State,
and the Premier, 1750, was stopt going into
the Fleet—u place of private marriages in Lon-
don—to be wedded 10 0 dashing highwayman
whom she had danced with the night pre-
viously at Ranelagh Gardens, supposing him
to be a gentleman of condition—a bad migad-

Were

-venture, 1o doubt; all Loundon socicty was

shocked. Conscquent on that affair the strin-
guent marriage Act of 1750 passed both Houses
in a panie, in dread of ladies of rank and for--
tune cloping with highwaymen?! Most of the
greatese, gravest legislation in. this dear old
Kogland of ours was, and ix, dene in'a punic.

I'say England of ours for we are Cumberland

Burlys, though living with oue foot in Scot~

‘lagd. - That Act réndered the union of loves

obstructed impossible, except as runawnys to
the Seotch border, whiere the law looks to, and
lonyg it should kave continuned to operate for,
the protection of women. Joseph Paisley,

the weaver at Springfield, parish of Gretns,
officinted first on this, the Carlisle road ; others
‘on the north roads at Berwick and at Cold-

stream.  After Paisley, the weaver, there was
Elliot, the post-boy, and varions others offici-
ating at Springfield. And with these the
Burlys, of Millington, at  Saark toll-bar,
Lastly, Netley came to the Hill, a kind of
hotel and farm-house.”

# We have heard much.in the sonth.about a
blacksmith., Where did he opemte?  I've

" come purposely to sce his place, and procure

a certain document, or copy, if such exist.”

“There hag been no blacksmith in the
business of marrying. He wns o mythical
person,’ ‘ Forging the links of Hymen ! was o
term of fancy for marringe; and so Paisiey,
the weaver, was called ¢ blackamith! They
might more approprintely have suaid, * weaving
the threads of destiny.! 1f you confide to me,
Mary, thz name of the partics whom the
document concerns, I may suggest whero to
look.for it.™ , : N

# You have been at Lillymere Hall, yon
said 7 I'now remembeér you, Mrs. Burly. You
were Bella Elluby, own maid to the dashing
Countess of .Enderwick, when I was'a child ;
You

% Yes, Mary ;.
also.” ) N o : :
“ % You remember when Sir De Lacy Lilly-
mere was Member for Eceley 7" o ‘ :

‘ Certainly, and I, us many more, expecled -
to-day

there and ut‘,v Eccley - Manor

with a call to become his bride” |
. ! Stop, stop, Mrs. Burly, plense, That is .
the point of deep trouble .and perplexity thia
moment,  Yon knew not, noné knew, not
even he, not even I, what fictions were woven'
The plotters themselves were not
cuch aware of all that others of the number
Lillymere loved and worthily won the
love of Edith Ogleburn, "I had not, in ab-

- sence of his regard for me, any partiality for

Colonel Litlymere..  In socicty. friends dis-

“agreeably pressed me jnto his path, which T.

resented. © Then | socicty prounounced . me
haughty. Proud Lady Mary was the torm

wsed.  The proud Lndy Mary Mortimer, even
newspuapers called me. I know he loved
Jidith, and could not regnrd me.  Wasn't that
guflicient 7" L

“ Quite sufficient, Mary . : D

“But certain’ of hig family and of mine,
moved by the old feud of Xeelevs nnd Ogles
burns, that fendadditionally  einbitterad by

‘genoral under. murital

“lug to Karl Reyalfort b

" Mortimer, a - fiyon’ the'

“beasts,

_sentiments und feclings.

only 28, - -

Parlinmnentary

poat undor 1wge, then vol. -

~ ing for dislranchiscuiont of tho boretgh ho sy
for;-those family connections united to pre.

vent his union” with “Edith Ogleburn, Thoy -
wero enemies to mot by fietitiously reprosent.
nb 1 wis engagud g
They were deflant
Holy . One,” whom |
104 n8 prond . Lady
. poorisinner, Mary
Uloom. of ‘Taghion, u.

1113

the heir of the Barldon
criminals’ ineye of ith
humbly—humbly" serve;.
Mary Mortimer, . but - the

poor fly, poor fly}” -

“You are excited, dear Mavy; pray alight
and take refreshment” R )

“ Not yet, thank you. Colouel Lillymere
having finally and utterly broken wifh the
Becleys by voling for disfranchisement of thy
barough he sl Member for, wak also at that
juncture expecting to be ordered abrond o)
active serviee, nnd indeed did go abroad on
servive soon. after, and fell in Lattle, 1n
expectancy of early reparation, embarrassed
by his. fmmily. opposition, and that partly
founded on the wicked lsehoods of prior .
gagement to me, he carried his bride, Kdiy
Uglebuarn, here, und made o private: marringe
nt Gretnn Greea, 50 1 have but lntely ascer.
tained for a certuinty. 1 now want lega)
preof of the macringe ; but am surcounded by
such difliculties ag to induce great caution,
nlmost secresy.”

“About Bdith, what do you know of her,
Mary 2%

“ Kdith died, broken hearted ; poor deay,
dear, lovely, loving saint!  Broken hearted
in fronzy of despair at Joss of husbhand aui
loss of infant boy. Husband slain on fivld of
battle ; fnfant boy Killed by wild cagles, ns
was  supposed.  And, wmost deplomble of
culumuiea] She driven forth as an imposter
and strumpet, in Lond Royalfort's absence, Ly
order of ———-1 ghrionk from nawing whon,,
Driven out by young Admm Schoolar in ey
son, the lnw agent, who, in somebods's jy.
terest coucocted the lying letters of pretended
correspondenee  from the deceassd  Colined
Lillymers, showing  Fdith—pretending (o
show  Edith to have been only a depraved
woman and mistresst And her dreesses, all
but what she stood in, tossed into the hog.
pens to be torn and touppled by the foul
Amone them a blue satin corset now
said to have contnined o certificate of her
marringe. 1 learnt 2o quite lotely, and s kuge

sum of money in bank notes, inserted theee

when she went abroad following (he husband

she adord, following him to battle, where sl

found bim oo the dreary dark uight amid
terrilic carnuge, dyivng, and where she tore
off her clothes to stunnch his blood. Oh Gl!
the wroug done that true waman, comparad
with whom 1'm so nnworthy."

“But you also wre worthy, Mary.
weep, Macy, dear lndy ” L

¢ Let me contintie. In rage of Feeley an-
tipathy to- the Ogleburns and to him, the
Dame, or sister, or both, thrast s dagger
through Fdith's sxtin corset when carrying it
to be thrown among hogs, vxelniming : + Wauld
to the Demon the dagger were in Edith's
heart, and in - the heart of every Oglebor
living or dend ' For mauy good rewons |
am now constrainead to confide those matters
to you, Mrs. Burly,” S S

“CThe Ogleborns, Mary, had politieally be-
trmyed the Eccluys after two of them sitting
a8 Members for the borough, and thut was
bad, ~ Algo, when one, said to have been n
gipsey, pamed Eecley, was on - trinl  ut
Berwick-on-"Twueed, Admiral Oglebnrn, whoe
had baen Member for Feeley, called out inthe
Jney seal hndf asleep, * Hang tiem alll Hang
the whole tribe of the Fecleys!' Now the

Don't

-Becleys were Torles, like me nnd like all the
-Burlys, and those things were offensive, and

came with bud groce from recreénnt Ogleburns,
This much, begging pardon, I must say for
the provocation given the Fecleys.. But, ou
the other hand, none of those things conld
excusy the perecention of poor, innovent Edith.
Beg pardon, Mary; for the interruption,”
#You ‘do . right, Mrs. Burly, to- express
What'you havesaid
dsvall too well known to me. Bat—well, [

“need go no farther in explanation. -The sad,

sud story ‘ends. "Edith. in frenzy of despair—
her husband lost, babe lost, dertitieate. of mar-
‘ringe lost, the marriage itself denied, «nd she
thrust out as & depraved jmposter—Dby hands
of Adam Schoolur the legal agent, acting for
Schoolnr & Schoolar of London, Edith wan-
dered awny in detirinm, - Wandered to Wales,
and ‘near Bangor, leapt over a precipice into
the Menuni Strait.  But. the babe Mrs,
Burly, permit me Lo alight, please.” ‘

‘Do, Macy; alight and come in the house.
It is humble, but tidy e« the Queen's paluce.
Enter it, please, -and refresh.  1ihave good
wine,” ) i :

T'o bie eonlinued,

The Princess Cloiilde, eldest’ danghter of
Victor Emmanuel and wife of Pringe Napoleon,
is suid te by un exceedingly kind-hearted and
winning woman, &nd séems to i estécuied
and liked by everybody, but her hustand, A
Guneva correspondent azcribes their  dishar-

“monies_to the difforence in - thair tastes and

ages.  Ile ie in his 49th year, while she is

N




