'HONOR FLETCHER!

LavkAnone

‘ purpo:o, she held the light anil walked to\nrda
the pns:nf'c, leading to lhc outer door. . i

avd in inefiectnal} .memptm"lo escape, than in
abiding . the dangers, whatever they mighs be,
_which awaited e within.- So changing my reso-
~Tution as -quickly 05 it wos adopted, I returned
hastily to the itchen and resumed my place. -

Aguin we were seated, and again Twas torment-
.ed by my own suspicions and the painful grimaces
_of the harridan, who sat in the chimney-corner in

,‘ ‘the s1mc “attitude in which I first beheld her., I,

selred a candlo—it wis in a fit of ubstraction—
and I rushed, without a_guide, to my sleeping
-qv\rnuon(, which stood at the hend’ of a narrow
and erazy flight of staivs, npart from the kitchien,
. I will tioy dx.~"m~e the apprehension which led
e fo e*"unme overy erevice of t'lc room : Ifelt

"‘lu. win-
- thing in
partmal undu“en: as rl'rul an c\nm.nnnon
bnle of <u:l,eclr'd “00(]: umler the h.

o
ceused to eust the w mdm-. wasin a dcep nnu m

mtenucd for n. mlrror, was fnszened b} two enor-
- mons nails, smn gll(lln suns frama, fans every
thing : 'uul on_‘thi oppsite ‘side & few rngged
nge, n[‘ler the pmxlmr school of the vil-
were lmng in lhe u(lmlrnblc relief of
oloired wainscot. ‘Some of -these
un"r:umg« repro«-mml St Patrick, the patron
(satnt, peﬂ‘ummg nur'\cles nnd d|<pew.~.m" g\ﬂs 3

on.nc'ouny uf the I'rcshncns and aicty of its col-
chairs were modern nml shabby,

; Om- intention, however, was =c'ucclv formed s
"W hun the sound ofBr) an's feet coming (lo“n the.
Slnll‘s reminded me llml there might be faore haze’

mnll) a proprmted to purpo@s llml h-u'l 'onw'

‘over the * mu.ntc]pu.cc n.solitary plnle of glass, -

pifgp' alely phced in thc u.mrc uf the "roup'

ill-devi lscd o resting-place asa l‘nnnued "eutlemnn

‘ever courted =lccp upon. SR

- Such was my room,nml whatever my doubts of
socum) mwht have been, T cerl.nnl.y ummputed
-very little comfuxr. However, I was resolved to
£ to bed, and sleep if T eoul), antd depart ey
the next morning.  Iinstantly fastened the door,
which to my surprise, I found so mnply provided
with locks, bolts, and bars, that T Taughed at tho
-old woman's solemn charge, and Ilun"' myself on
_the bed in my clothes.

i An hour passed away silently 'uul slcep]c:sh
T was not conscious of nny sotiils but the moxn-
ing of the trees, and the sudden flap of a night-
bml aminse -the window. . Lhe oceasional low
ticking of & cloclk fell wpon my ear, and Iujled
me into some dim notion of home and security ;
slowly the curtains beeame indistinct and vapoury,
and the whole raom graduaily seemed dard
darker, as I sunk into an nnpcrl‘ch sloep, nware
of ull that I had scen and heard, yet yiekiing nos
50 much of necessity as. wilfully to ftigue. I
sight have been an” hour, perhapstwo, in this
lminlcrruplcd repose; w hen T fancied that a lighs
flashed across my eyes; and T suddenly star rc(l up
in’ ‘bed, T h-ul ot:en read of plmmoms and lmp-
dom:, seeret 'springs, lanterns, and white sheet

zntion ‘of lhosr- horrors, \\hcn I saw one of the’
Tecesses move out of: its place, as a'sliding panel
would in o romanee, "and the old w oman, \ulh .
hood and handker _lui on her head, and
in her, hund, ghde as Ii htlv ats the mus . polite of
) ‘pccuuq 1o my bedside,
- of grace " thoughe T, and my heart Deas tumul-’
lumhly- "dous lhc old lady ake love?” 1 mo-
mentary reflection passed ll\rbu"ll my mind, and
1 inquired—* In God's name; my good \\onmn,
what's the matter?”

*“Death,’ desolation, black guilt, is abroad to-
night, and wo to you aud yours if you do nat in--
stuitly follow me it

“You seem-to; mlct_.- n singular interest,in my
affairs; but unless you promise to inform me'of
the real enuse of all this mystery, I must decline
your invitation.” - [

1 make no pmmlsc 1 must not be bound fnr“
_men’s lives, are 'in my hands, and if.a woman's
‘weukness stifles her justico, sho witl be pitied; not.
_condemned. I will neither! prc-mls tutell nor to
bribe—to lead nor to' drm.h-m ‘enter the conrt
nor the'e npel If you- would be sufe, ris nnd
follow e & if ;ou \\oul(l die, your fute Le upnu
you .

Gnc me some mfnrmnuon,“ T replicd, “as to:
¥ ur ohjeet, and w]mt kind of knowledge you so

3 very m}'lermusly concenl mul T \n]l :hnnkfullr i

-dupl vour advice

and -

and I really. expected rotlun-— less than areadis .

" An"ek wnd ininisters




