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W above the other in the fatnre kingdem;
¥8 cannot touch in the least the ardeur of
Rir friendship. The inferior person will feel
3 just and pleasurable exultation in the digni-
-of ‘his friend, and of course be always rea-
. %0 meet him with joy; while, on the other
Sde, ‘celestial dignity will delight to conde-
E’Z‘ld, and to impart his lustre and felicity to
® object of his ancient regard. True piety
| always be the same. The best Christians,
atever be their station or their mental ac-
plishments, are the most simple, benig-
%, and condescending, simply because they
e the best, because they have most of the
Tper of their Saviour.
[hough no doubt heaven will be a state of
tivity in endless forms of service and
~levement, there will also be alarge por-
10 of repose; * There remaineth a rest to
® people of God.” Whatever will be the
‘Mploymenta of the state, the long leisure of
d“\mortality will afford ample time for the in-

gence of friendship wherever the affections
8y lead.

PoAnd may we not also be permitted to sup-

S that the benignant Savionr, who has felt :

eae affections and preferences of friendship on
h, and who will prohably retain them for
m:h and who will preside over the arrange-
e“t}! of eternity—may we not suppose that
fel;w-’“ show peculiar indulgence to this most
,hrc‘tous affection, and so dispose of friends
fre:ugh his celestial empire as to allow them
hay, and delightfal intercourse for ever? I
2 10 doubt that he will do this.
Mo U8, you perceive, there issolid and am-
‘nﬁg_"our}d for cherishing this most soothing
ticfpatgon. But to what extent may this
ey, Pation be indulged? Will our ‘nter-
or . be contioued with all pious friends,
e‘v"“])’ with some of them? T believe the
the er of the heart to this question will he
%m,"‘le answer: Where you wish it to be
ued, there it will be.
i ®aven will, from the very nature of friend-
herg’ ¢ a matter of choice, or rather, an ad-
e to our present choice.
Qx%"ea affectionate veneration for wise and
oty whpt parents, and the love of their soci-
ill o ich nature inspires and piety confirms,
thep, Outinue for ever. The relation betwixt
b foP"“d us can never be dissolved, never
xmmogmten. And as the relation itself is
Mepgy o the tender instincts and attach.
Your resulting from it will aleo be immortal,
a hu"S‘“'ents_ will be as much your parents
W iy f"’d' millions of long ages henee, in fuct
Carg m%lmg, .as they are at this hour. Their
plet’ wh:"e in training us to wisdom and
m“r’shll 0 the supreme valne of these re-
“largs be fully perceived, will indefinitely
® sum of our obligations,-sad res.
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der. them more  precious and.venerable for
ever. Then, children in their turp become
parents. This gives rise to a new affeetion,
which also, from the nature.of the case; mast
continne through eterpity. This. opens. a
beautifal view of the richuess and variety. of
celestial l1ove—love for glorified parents; love
for glorified children—iu all who are thus
blest on both sides of their being.

Whether the tenderness of persobal at.
tachment shall be contiuued in the world to
come, when the constitution of our nature
shall be changed, seems at first sight themost
difficult point to determire in the whole en-
quiry. The difficulty arises from its being o
mized affection. ‘FThe inferior ingredients cf
the tender affections, and the alliances to which
they lead, having answered their purpose
will be finally extinguished in death; but it,
appears to me certain that the mental affinity,
the tenderness of spirit, the intercourse of
soul with soul, which are more or less expe-
rienced in all bappy cases of this sort, will
remaiu ad some of the finest elements of the
life, and will form a high and everlasting en-
i dearment betwixt those who were united in
I the days of time. Milton was as great a phi-
{ losopher as a poet. His views of haman na-
i ture and the social affections were the most

exalted that ever were formed. To any oue
who delights to study the social constitution
of our race, what eloquent wisdom there is
! in the following lines :— .

!

* L4 L]

¢ Hail, wedded love
*# * *  bythee, .
Founded in reason, loyal, just, and pure,
Relations dear, and all the eharities

Of father, son, and brother, first were known.”

And can it be supposed that an affection
which produces a measureless flow of good
ou earth will lose all its charms with the ex~
tinetion of life and do nothing to augment,
the happiness of eternity? It is commanded
to those who bear this relation, at least on
one side, to love each other, “ as Christ bas
loved his Church.” ‘The love of the Saviour
is an immortal love; aud this seems to convey
an intimation that the other will also be im-
mortal.

How infinitely solemn are these friendships
of personal tenderness! They are frequently
«0 slight and inscrutable ir their commence-
ment that no human thought is fine enough
to trace them to their orign. The original
fountain lies remote and concealed, among the
shades and mysteries of our wonderful nature;
no intellectual Bruce has ever penetrated to
their source. But, like the Nile, they flow
on and bless, and sometimes deselute. They
may flow to bless or desolas for ever.

Do you put thia final question of the whole
subject,—* Who,among stl the friends I have




