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wlîicli separates ils fromi our friends,
becomes irksoîwie, unless we take pleasuire
ini expanding our minds anîd drinkiing at
the foutitains of knowledge. The one
%lîo loves to litunt uip the diamonds of
trutli will not ci-am, nor go in liysterics
at the last momnt, but %vill acquit lier-
self creditably for ail timie.

H4lE Greeks are parents of maîîy
of the arts tlîat we enjoy ; but
prohably the one that lias
grown to the greatest stature

is the Draina-over two thousand years
old ; it is, most likely, past its prime.
Mucli good lias been scattered by its openi
lîand and mîîcli evil lias dropped by the
wvay-side. Many people have hield their
sides with laugliter, and mnany hiave
whiped avay the falling tear, as the
Drama gave vent to its feelings. It lias
amused the king and the peasant ; it lias
laughied at vice and stimulated the hieart
to noble actions.

Long ago whien the Greeks %vislied to
impress thîe readers witlî tlîeir tiiouglits,
thiey used a lively conversational style,
and soon after thjis, one or. two parts
would be represented at thieir festivals,
wvhere the poems wvas read. Also whien
their enthuisiasîni grew ligýh at the Bac-
chanalian feasts, tlîey perfoined t'le
choral parts. Even inii e Old Testamnent
wve find dranatic compositioni. Thle Song
of Solomoni is a play of five acts, and also
thîe Book of job contains traces of dra-
matic effort, whiere lie discourses %vitl i is
tlîree friends. The arti!,tic, Persians no
doubt liad some taste for this kind of
literature, for tlîey caine in conîtact wil
the cultured Greeks ; and this sort of
composition greatly interests the people
of wvarni coin tries. l'ie early Hinidoos
wvere * very fond of dramas, auîd the
Pur anas abounds %vith lieroic deeds of
celestial being-,s.

About 580, B. c., the drama received
twvo distinctions, the tragedy and thue
courîedy. The tragedy represented sad-

iiess and sobriety and w~as acted oiîly for
the refined class. Tlie comedy represents
fun and gaiety -of ail kinds, and wvas
tlîoughit fit onîy for thîe rustic people.
'rragedy dei-ives its naine froin Tragos, a
goat, and ode, a soîîg. Thuis, no doubt,
resulted fromn the peculiar custoin of
offering a goat for a prize. Comedy is
from koînos, a revel, or home, a cillage.
Thiese twvo fornis of draina receîved great
attention and iii thîe course of lime the
nines of illustrionis aîîthîors were attacbied
to eacli. Aristophates bronghit the
comedy to the higliest perfection.
AIEsclîylus wrote tragedies and tauglit the
actors tlieir parts. Tise last iiained,
together witlî Sopliocles and Euripides,
thse thîee greatest poets, were thîe iast of
thse Greek tragediaîîs.

Witli tihe Romans, diramatic com-
position wvasv~ery littIe cultivated. Wliat
tiîey didiliave, -was borrowved from thse
Etrsiscans aîd thse Grecks. Tlîeir war-
like spirit was not to be tamied by thse
Muses, and tîmus tlîey lost the opportunity
of carryiiîg tîseir nanes on the pillar of
faille. Thse drama felu witli Romie, aîîd
wv1iesre thse power of the citurcli grewv, it
was titterly forbidden.

Iii the sixteeiitli century, the Italiaîîs
attem-ptedl to, brin- tise draina forward
again, auîd among thse first productions
wvas Sophionisba, wiitten b>' Trissino,
Ariosto and Macchîjavelli, soouî folio,.wed
wviti tîseir unasterpieces. In thse next
ces.tury, music forn-ed a part of the play
ansd was tîsus iiamed tise melodrama.
Tise tragedy wzas also revived by the great
wvorks of Alfieri, wlîo excited the intense
interest of thîe Italian)s b>' liis protraits of
the strong passions.

Thse Spanisli people are juisti>' proiîd of
thse Nuussantia, of Cervantes. Thîis cele-
brated man devoted himiself euîtirely to
literature aid eîsdeavored to, reforin sonie
of tise abuses then existiuîg. Lopez de
Vega, atiother son of Spain, iitterly
disîegarded the "tnîsities," but luis fertility
of tluoughit and great imagination gained
for Ilim much popularit>', nevertheless.
Thc last of tihe trio .-f Spaines poets,
Calderon, loved luis art and did not write
for faine or mouîey. He wvas well repaid
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